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Nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but CHRIST liveth in me : 
and the Life which I now live in the Fleſh, I live by the 
Faith of the So of Gop, who loved me, and gave himſelf 

for me, GAL. ii. 20. 
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THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


> Y Deſign in the following Treatiſe, 
is not to write for, or againſt, any 
particular Sect or Party, to en- 
creaſe or foment, the too many 
and unhappy Diviſions concerning 
Externals ; or to have any perſonal Controverſy 
with any Chriſtian Man or Woman: My Defire, 
through the Grace of our Gop, is as much 
as lies in me, to live peaceably with all Men; 
to unite with all that is true, and holy, 
and heavenly, in every Sect and Party; but 
to defend that which to me is apparently Evil 
in none: and my hearty Prayer to Gop is, 
that his Worſhip in Spirit and Truth, may daily 
increaſe upon Earth, that all vam ſectarian Diſ- 
tinctions may ſhortly fall down to the Ground, 
and the Name of our bleſſed Redeemer be all 
in all. 
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My only Intention therefore, in the following 


Pages; is to vindicate the Free Grace and ever- 
laſting Truth of our Gop : to juſtify his Ways 


to Men, and manifeſt the Way to Heaven 


from the Sacred Scriptures and real * 
In endeavouring which, 


Firſt, I ſhall give ſome Account of my own 


Spiritual Experience and Converfion ; the Truth 


whereof is well known, not only by me, but 
by many credible Witneſſes. 


zcondly, Make ſome ſhort and general Re- 


flections upon Gop's Free Grace and all-wiſe 
Providence towards me from my Infancy. 


And laſtly, addreſs myſelf, firſt to thoſe who are 
only Nominal or Formal Chriſtians : ſecondly, 
to thoſe who are in the Way to CHRISH: and 
thirdly, to thoſe who are truly Spiritual Chriſ- 
tians. 

Throughout the I I truſt, I ſhall oc- 
caſionally declare ſome great and eternal Truths 
confute ſome Errors, remove ſome Hindrances, 
and manifeſt the Way to CHRIST. I ſhall al- 
ſo briefly open the Myſtery of Man's Fall and 
Redemption z warn Sinners to fly from the 
Wrath to come, and diſtinguiſh a Spiritual 
Heathen, Jew, and Chriſtian. I ſhall likewiſe 
endeavour to delineate the one true Church, 
detect ſome of Satan's Devices, comfort diſ- 


treſſed Conſciences, and ſpeak a little of Judg- 


ment, Heaven and Hell. 


I am 


2 of 1 p 2. , 


io 


| ew es a IEG Se... ,Þ EE 


3 


ba 


[5] 


J am ſenſible that againſt a Work of this 
kind, there will not be wanting various Ob- 
jectors: and therefore it may be needful, here 
to write a few Words unto them. 

And firſt, There may probably be found ſome, 
who will object againſt the Account of my own 
Converſion, or Writings of an experimental Na- 
ture. To the Conſideration of theſe I would 
recommend the Example and well known Say- 
ing of David, Come and hear, all ye that fear 
Gop, and I will tell you what he bath done for 
my Soul, The recorded Experience of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, of Saints in all Ages, and 
particularly that of St. Paul, whoſe Converſion 
is more than once recorded, and once alſo, 
as by himſelf related. With ſome of the Ob- 
jectors of this kind, perhaps alſo the Teſti- 
mony of Dr. Luther may be of ſome Weight 
and Authority, and, he, upon the Magnificat, 
doth. well and truly ſay, No Man can rightly 
underſtand GOD or the Word of Gop, un- 
leſs he immediately receive it from the Holy 
Spirit; neither can any one receive it from the 
Holy Spirit, except he find it by Experience in 
bimſelf; and in this Experience, the Holy Ghoſt 
teacheth, as in his proper School; out of which 
School nothing is taught but mere Talk.” And 
again, in his Commentary upon the Epiſtle 

to the Galatians, Fo. 208. he teſtifieth, ©* If 

we were not exerciſed outwardly by our Adver- 
ſaries with Force and Subtilty, and inwardly 
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with Terrors and the ſiery Darts of the Devil, 
Paul ſhould be as obſcure and unknown unto 
us, as he was in times paſt to the World, and 
yet is to our Adyverſaries: Therefore the 
Gift of Knowledge, and Interpretation of the 
Scriptures, and our Study, together with 


our inward and outward Temptations, open 


unto us the Meaning of Paul and the Senſe 
of the Holy Scriptures.“ Another Reaſon like- 


wiſe why I wrote the experimental Part, was: 


that to ef it might be as a Book of Remein- 


hrance, a Monument of Mercy, an Ebenezer, 


or Stone of Help, in any future fiery Trial, or 


Day of Trouble. And laſtly, fince the recorded 
Experience of others hath often, by the Grace 
of our God, been much blefſed to me; the Law 
of Duty, Friendſhip, Love and Gratitude to 
Gop and Man, conſtrains me to caſt my Mite 
alſo into this Treaſury, and publiſh it for the 
Benefit of the Church of CHRIST. And what 


though ſome Spiders in every Age ſuck Poiſon 


from the Church's ſweeteſt Flowers? the Flowers 
full are Flowers, and Gop the Giver is not to 
blame. 

But I am not ignorant that there may pro- 
bably be found Objectors of a contrary ſort, 
and who will object, not againſt the Experi- 
mental but argumentative Part: To theſe alſo I 
have a few Things to ſay. 
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As firſt, there may be found thoſe, who not 
only condemn all vain and carnal Reaſoning ; 
but even all Reaſon and Argument in general, 
as ſubverſive of true Simplicity, and deſtruc- 
tive of the Goſpel of CHRIST.“ Theſe ſurely 
would be found wiſer than our bleſſed Redeemer, 
and condernn the Practice of all his Apoſiles : 
for who reaſoned ſo ſtrongly as Jesus of Naza- 
reth ? See him, even at twelve Years of Ape; 
diſputing or reaſoning with the Doctors, both 
hearing and aſking them Queſtions : And, oh! 
how all that hear him, are aſtoniſhed : at his clear 
Underſtanding, at his deep and rational An? 
ſwers ! And did not his Apoſtles and Martyrs 
herein follow his Steps ? See Stephen, full of 
Faith and the Holy Ghygft, diſputing with the 


Libertines, Cyrenians, Alexandrians, Cilicians 


and Afeans, but they were not able to refiſt the 
Wiſdom and Spirit whereby he ſpake. See alfo 
the bleſſed St. Paul: at Feruſalem, Athens and 
Epheſus; in a Synagogue, the Street or a Mar- 
ket- place; againſt Heathens, Fews, Grecians and 
Philoſophers ;, before Felix, Feſtus and Agrippa: 
diſputing and perſwading the things concern- 
ing the Kingdom of Gop. Hear his Advice 
not only to Preachers but Hearers alſo : In 
Malice be ye Children, but in Undeaſtanding 
be Men. Hear alſo St. Peter : Be ye always 
ready to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
aſketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
you, with Meekneſs and Fear. And laſtly, 
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hear ye the great and eternal Gop himſelf, conde- 
ſcendto exhort and invite, his poor, ſinfull, polluted 
Mortals: Come nc, and let us reaſon together, ſaith 
the LorD: though your Sins be as Scarlet, they 


| ſhall be as white as Snow; though they be red 


like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool. 

But if ſtill, my dear Readers, theſe Objectors 
are reſolved to reaſon againſt Reaſon, if ſtill 
theſe ſimple ones will continue to hate Inſtruc- 
tion, we can only commend them to him who 
hath Compaſſion on them that are ignorant and 
out of the Way; and leave them a ſtanding 
Proof, a clear Demonſtration to all but them- 
ſelves, of the Truth which they will oppoſe. 

Others, it may be, will bring Objections a- 
gainſt the argumentative Part of another kind; 
ſome perhaps may be found who will boldly af- 
firm, that Chriſtianity is all plain and eaſy, yea, 
that all evangelical Truths are equally clear and 


intelligible to all Chriſtians 3; and therefore if 


at preſent they cannot underſtand a deep or 
myſterious Truth, they make very quick diſ- 
patch with it; they brand it, as it were on the 
Forehead ; with the odious and deteſtable Name 
of ſublime myſterious Nonſenſe : and immediately 

condemn the Writer for a Knave or a Fool. 
Stop, my Friends, and let us calmly, and in 
the Fear of Gop, reaſon a little together. What! 
Are all evangelical Truths equally plain to every 
true Chriſtian ? Are all the divine Myſteries in 
| St, 
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St. John's Revelations, equally clear and intelligi- 
ble; with, we love Gon, becauſe he hath firſt loved 
us Are all the Truths delivered in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles equally plain to every Chriſtian; with, 
he that hath not the Spirit of Chrift is none of his ?. 
If St. Peter may be allowed to be a Judge in this 
Point, he clearly decides the Caſe againſt you z 
for he declares that his beloved Brother had 
therein wrote ſome things hard to be under- 
ſtood: yet I think he hath not any where cal- 
led him a Knave or a Fool, but acknowledges 
that Paul wrote according to the Wiſdom of 
Gop given unto him. 

Again, did not our bleſſed Redeemer himſelf, 
in the Days of his Fleſh, ſpeak many things in 
Parables, not only to the Multitudes but even 
to his own Diſciples ; which they thought hard 
Sayings, and concerning which, they were then 
ignorant ? Moreover, did not he tell them, That 
he had many things to ſay unto them, which 
they then were not able to bear? but promis'd 
that he would ſend the holy Ghoſt the Comforter 
unto them, which ſhould bring all things to their 
Remembrance, and lead them into all Truth. 
Oh! conſider this, ye haſty Judges: know that 
ye not only have called his Diſciples Knaves, or 
Fools; but alſo him who hath all Power in Hea- 


ven, in Earth and Hell. 


But once more ; That all evangelical Truths 
are not equally clear to all Chriſtians, is a Truth 
plainly founded on the eternal Nature and Rea- 
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fon of things: For is not the Myſtery of God- 
lineſs without Controverſy great? Yea, infinttely 
great and manifold : not only to the Saints but 
Angels too; even theſe deſire to pry into the 
Myſtery and grow in the Knowledge thereof: 
and as ſoon ſhall finite meaſure infinite, as any 
created Being fathom the Depth, or fully com- 
prehend the Length, and Breadth, and Height, 
of the Love of God in CHRISTHT Jesvs. 

Since then this heavenly Knowledge, this di- 
vine Wiſdom admits of an wfnite Growth, ac- 
cording to the Nature of things, the Saints 
muſt differ in Grace and Knowledge; for he that 
hath diligently improved five Talents, for Days, 
Months, or Years ; muſt neceſſarily fee more 
clearly, know more fully, and diicern more ex- 
plicitly, than he that hath this Moment the ſame, 
or a leſs Meaſure of Knowledge committed un- 
to him. 

Henceforth then let us judge nothing before 
the Time; let us not immediately ſay, this or 
that is nonſenſe; or that the Writer or Speaker 
hath a bad Head or Heart, merely becauſe I do 
not underſtand it : What though I ſhould be 
not only a Diſciple of CHRIST, but alſo a 
Teacher in Iſrael! ? Cannot he who maketh his 
Wind to blow when and where it liſteth, who 
hideth his Myſteries from the wiſe and prudent, 
and revealeth them unto Babes; teach Truths to 
others, which as yet I do not underſtand ? O 
let us not then be too rath in judging, leſt we 

alſo 


©; 4 BY 
A" 
> - 
* * * 


" : 3 2 be as tx W 
SE S 8 we” r 0 « Wark at PTE os 2 3 
* * - * 55 > % * * Ed x N 2 wy 
. » 7 1 1 2 * Pn. SY 2 4 = 22 
eee ee . N ö 


- 
. 


% jo wad 
: . FW. 
So 3 
913 2 
e 


nw 
"Fung 


* = 2 W 
3 Q 7 
Ws. 3 
, N . 
- * RET? - 


* g : 3 5 _ PH 2% 2b ee 3 e 6 _ ts 
N 2 N 3 _ * I RE SM "TK 3 \ c ** ; 
* *- BR «EY : 4 FLIES n 1 
PESO IT BF IRS EIT, ' 
—— — — | 


„ 
n 7 > 


"7 2 So : * 2 e . 2 > EI + ao 
2 Se 4 — 4 We OP, — (7 i me 730 &. SI 


2 a 


[12 ] 
alſo ſhould be rebuked with, a Get thee behind me 
Satan, for thou herein ſavoureſt not the things that 
be of GoD. Rather let us humbly wait and 
aſk of him, who is the giver of Wiſdom : Let 
us uſe the Means of his gracious Appointment, 
let us enquire of the Writer or Speaker con- 
cerning this or that Particular, wherein perhaps 
we have not rightly apprehended his Meaning; 
and very probably we ſhall ſoon have Cauſe to 
acknowledge, that all is not nonſenſe, which at 


" firſt we did not-underſtand. 


But now- methinks I hear ſome Zliab, ſome 
Elder Brother ſay, © We know thy Pride and 
the Naughtineſs of thy Heart, Wherefore art 
thou come out of the Wilderneſs of Obſcurity ? 
Is it not as we already diſcern, to fight the 
Philiſtines? When thou art but a Youth, and 
they Men of War from their Youth ? are there 
not thoſe to fight them, who are elder and bet. 
ter, and wiſer, and ſtronger than thou?“ To 
this I anſwer ; What have I now done? Is there 
not a Cauſe, even the Cauſe of our Gop and 
his Truth ? And in ſuch a Cauſe who would not 
willingly fight? 'Tis true, many of the Phi- 
liſtines, are train'd up in Arms from their 
Youth : but the Battle is the LorD's, and he 
giveth it to whomſoever he will. Iacknowledge that 
there are many to fight them, greater and elder 
than]: but it is written, great Men are not always 
wiſe: neither do the aged always underſtand 
Judgment. There is a Spirit in Man: and the 


In- 


[ 12 ] 
Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth him Under- 
ſtanding. Igrant that there are many better; yea, 
that I am the chief of Sinners; but this Ican ſay, 
the LoRD is my Righteouſneſs : I love him, be- 
cauſe he hath loved ſuch a Sinner as me, and if 
any have Reaſon to fight in his Cauſe, ſurely I ; 
if any have Cauſe to love much, ſurely I; becauſe 
I have much forgiven. I alſo readily confeſs, 
that there are many wiſer than I, and that it is 
not in my Wiſdom, Reaſon, or Learning, to vin- 
dicate Gop's Grace and Truth: but in the 
Lorp my Redeemer I have alſo Wiſdom ; *tis his 
by ſmall Means to accompliſh great Things 3 
he hath choſen the fooliſh Things of this World 
to ſubvert and confound the wiſe and prudent. 
Be it ſo, that I have heretofore erred, what Man 
living hath not ? Was even Paul or Peter ex- 
empt from Error ? No, verily ; but however 
where Sin hath abounded, Grace doth ſupera- 
bound, we are wiſer by our Errors, founder by 
our Wounds, ſtronger by our Falls, happier by 
our Woes, yea, the greater our Hell, the more 


glorious our Heaven; and all Evil ſhall work 


for our Good. But what then ? Shall we fin 
that Grace may abound ? Gop forbid | They 
who ſay ſo, | ſurely their Damnation is Juſt. 
That J am weak alſo, I readily acknowledge, 


yea, I know that J am exceeding weak; but 


when I am weak, then I am ſtrong ; if I muſt 
needs glory, I will glory in mine Infirmity; I will 
glory in this; that I know that in my Redeemer 

alone, 
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alone, I ſurely poſſeſs everlaſting Strength and. 
Power omnipotent; it is his with the things that 
are not, to confound the things that are mighty ; 
yea, in him, in his Power and Might, is the 
weakeſt Infant, more than a Match for a whole 
Philiftine Army. 

Moreover, in my Captain and Lord, I 
not only have Power and Strength, but he 
hath alſo provided me with an Armour of 
Proof, a Panoply divine, ſtrong, impenetrable. 
It is the ſame which our Brother St. Paul, de- 
ſcribes and wore, and in which every true Soldier 
of JIxsuvs fights : Yea, however the Adverſaries 
of Gop and his Truth, may vaunt and flatter 
themſelves, by ſaying that it is now ruſty and 
quite out of Uſe; I muſt in the Name of my 
bleſſed Redeemer aſſure them, that both they 
and their Captain are Liars; for it is given to us, 
promiſed to our Children, and not only to them, 
but alſo to all that are afar off, even to as many 
as the LokD our God ſhall call to fight his 
Battles. 

This Armour I have prov'd, not only againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, but alſo againſt Powers Infer- 
nal, and am ſtedfaſtly perſwaded that it can 
never fail: Sometimes, it is true, I have been 
hard put to it, and being almoſt preſs'd above 
meaſure, to blind Senſe and Reaſon it appear'd 
as If I had almoſt drop'd my Sword, and was 
conſtrain'd to act chiefly upon the Defenſive 
but even then my Shield prov'd impenetrable, 
defended my Breaſt and Heart, and my Helmet 
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of Hope, inſcrib'd * ferendo vinces, ſecur'd my 
Head; and calling unto my King, he in a Time 
of Need reach'd me my Sword, ſharper and 
ſtronger, ſo that I not only conquer'd, but am 
more than conqueror. And he that again, and 
again, hath deliver'd me out of the Paw of the 
Lion of Hell, and out of the Paw of the Bear 


infernal, can he not, will he not alſo deliver me 


out of the Hands of a whole uncircumcis'd Ar- 
my ? | 
But again; beſides all this, I have alſo ano- 


ther Armour, which the Enemies themſelves 


have forg'd for me: their Pride is a Spear for 
me, their Impiety makes him, who 1s their 
Maker, to be my Shield : their Oaths and 
Curſes are my unerring Cannon : and their Blaſ- 
phemy, that Sword of Goliab, wherewith by the 
Grace of my Gop, I ſhall be able to cut off the 
Head of their greateſt Champion. Thus pro- 
tected, thus directed, thus impower'd, thus 
conſtrain*d, and in ſuch a Cauſe; who would not 
willingly fight ? And thus doubly armed, what 
even weakeſt Soldier, what greateſt Coward needs 
to fear ? 

But if ſtill theſe Elder Brethren remain un- 
ſatisfied, let them permit me to aſk them where- 
fore are they wroth, or why is their Countenance 
fallen? If we all fight manfully, ſhall we not all 
be accepted ? Are the Birds in the Woods at 
Variance becauſe of their different Notes? Is the 
Nightingale diſpleas'd at another Bird becauſe of 


her 
Thou ſhalt overcome by ſuffering. 
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her inferior Song ? No, verily ; they all make 
one great Harmony of Praiſe, they jointly agree 
to make Muſick for the King of Kings.” 

But again : Admitting that our King, who per- 
fects his Strength in Weakneſs, and ſends by 
whom he will ſend, ſhould ſo direct a Stone from 
my weak Sling, as to ſlay a Goliab, his is the 
Power, and to him be all the Glory. And 
whoſe is the Benefit? Is it mine alone ? No, 
truly ; the great Deliverance is wrought for you, 
for me, and for all Jrael. And ſince you talk 
of. Seniority and Ability, let me entreat you to 
read the Advice of one whom we all acknowledge 
to be a wiſe and holy Father, and which he 
gave upon a like Occaſion. Tolle Invidiam & 
tuum ęſt quod habeo. Tolle invidiam & meum eft quod 
habes. And even ſuffer ſuch a one as I to inform 
you, that if you permit that O#lique, pining, poiſo- 
nous Demon to reign over you, you will juſt be 
as uſeful in building the Houſe of our Goo, as 
a fifth Wheel in a Waggon. 

Laſtly, I have a Word to write to the poor, 
ignorant Scoffers of our Day, and then I have 
done. Theſe *tis probable will object little, but 
laugh much ; and yet againſt them the Oracles of 
Truth, pronounce not only one, but various 
Woes. Oh ! that they underſtood this! Oh! 
that they would but in Time conſider their Ways 
and be wiſe! But permit me to ſay (if poſſible 
without Offence to any one) that it is the Judg- . 

ment 


* Take away Envy, and what I have is thine. Take 
away Envy, and what thou haſt is mine. 


| — 


1 


— a-„% n —T—I ? K —— — — 


[ 16 ] 


ment of more wiſe Men than one, that at preſent 
they are quite out of they Way of Wiſdom : 


For one faith'a wiſe Man will ſcarcely ſmile a 


little: another, I ſaid of Laughter it is mad: and 
a third, more wiſe than either; Woe unto them 
that laugh -now, for they ſhall mourn here- 
after. And have they ſaid this without a Rea- 
ſon ? No, verily ; for from whence doth this 
laughing, trifling Spirit proeced, but from an 
evil, corrupted Nature? Mat doth it? but in 
thoſewho are under its preſent Dominion effectu- 
ally ſtop the Courſe of all true Wiſdom, render a 
Man beſide himſelf, and in every Reſpect, pre- 
pare him for approaching Woe and Miſery, In 
ſhort, what 7s this ſenſeleſs Laughter ? But 
Folly's Match, Wiſdom's Extinguiſher, and a 
Vanity, not only of one, but of many Vanities. 
What is the ſhort liv'd Pleaſure it yields? Only 
as the crackling of Thorns under a Pot, very 
preſent Folly, and the Fuel of future, but 


doleful Grief and Mourning. 


But that I may the more confirm and eſtabliſh 
what I think ſound, as well as ſerious Doc- 
trine ; I ſhall produce and recommend to the 
Imitation of every one, a very bright Example. 
be not affrighted, or again moved to Folly, It 


is not the Example of ſome Hermit, Monk or 


Heathen Philoſopher ; tis no rigid Cynic, or 
ſevere Aſcetic; no, nor yet any Fanatic, Puritan, 
or Enthuſiaſt. Againſt all theſe you might probaly 
make ſome Objections. But it is the Example 
of one, who was and is, whether you know it 

or 
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or not, a very good Friend of yours and mine, 
and of one who came eating and drinking. Vea, 
tis the Example of one, who is a zealous Pro- 
moter of true and laſting Friendſhip, and of 
ſound and ſocial Happineſs, in very Deed and 
Truth (as all who know him can teſtify) his 
Company 1s truly precious and extremely plea- 
ſant. But that I may at once deliver you 
from longer Suſpenſe or Wonder, I mean the 


an | 1 Example of the Gop-Man, the Holy JESUS, 


in 3 the Friend of Sinners; who hath left us an Ex- 
= 4 ample that we ſhould follow his Steps. I mean 
_ x bim, whom at leaſt I would mean in all things, 
5 bim, who by Faith of his own Operation, 
In reigns in my Heart and Thoughts, him from 
_ whom, by whom, and unto whom, may all 
. my Thoughts, Words and Works, have re- 


courſe to and through continually, Permit 
1 105 me then to inform you that I never heard or 
84 Th read that the holy and bleſſed IEsus laugh'd ; 

5 but I read, that he ſometimes griev'd, and groan- 


8 ed, and wept, becauſe of human Corruption, 
* Vanity and Miſery. Not always, no; ſome- 
times upon other Accounts he rejoiced in Spirit, 
2 and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, LoRD of 
2 Heaven and Earth; and ſometimes with his 
It Diſciples ſung an Hymn: This was true Joy, 
* ſolid Pleaſure, but no Laughter. O, let not 
8 the tranſcendently bright Example ſtrike you 


doubly blind. O, let not this excellent Copy, 
this perfect Pattern, prevent all Imitation. But 
B before 


[18] 
before you begin to read this or any other 
Treatiſe concerning the Work or Truths of 
Gop: if it be poflible, lay afide your Folly 
and Madneſs ; be ſerious, take heed how you 
read, otherwiſe in ſober, ſerious earneſt, I can 
VS aſſure you, you'll only heap up Wrath againſt 
"nl the Day of Wrath, and the Revelation of the f 
righteous Judgment of our Gop. 

There are ſome amongſt you that ſay, Ye 8 
believe the Scriptures; to the ſerious Conſi- 73 
| deration of. ſuch, I ſhall leave that earneſt Ex- 
bull hortation, and ſolemn Warning of the bleſſed. 
tt Apoſtle. Beware, leſt that come upon you * 
* which is ſpoken of in the Prophets, Behold 
ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh; for I work 
a Work in your Days, a Work which you ſhall 
in no wiſe believe, though a Man declare it unto 
you. f 

And now unto thee, thou great and Eternal 
(0D, who in every Age haſt given to thy Church 553 
Prophets, and Scribes, and righteous Men: 775 
Unto thee who art the giver of pure Wiſdom, 
unſullied Light, Power demonſtrative, and the 
Pen of a ready Writer: Unto thee who art my 1 
Lok p, my Gop, my Patron, and my All; do <2 
I render and dedicate this, and all my ſucceed- . 
ing Labours. Thou only art the doer of all 
the Good that is done upon Earth, unto thee 
may I atways aſcribe, all the Power and all the 
Glory. O ray blefied Redeemer, ſprinkle the Book oo 
with thy Blood, pardon thou all myFaults and Vir- 4 

tues, 3 
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[ 19 ] 
tues, rectify all my Miſtakes, defend thy Truth 
againſt Gainſayers, and impart thy Power into 
this, and all my future Writings. Oh! open 
the Eye and the Heart of the Reader, diſperſe 
the horrible Darkneſs, and ſcatter the Night of 


Nature. Oh! let the Carnal and Secure be 


awaken'd, the Mourners comforted, thy Saints 
perfected, thy whole Church edified, and me, 
for thy Sake, the Servant of all; 

Who am, dear LorD, by thy mere Grace, 


Thy redeem'd Sinner, 
Thy free Servant, 
Thy willing Subject, and 
Zet a joint Heir with thee 
of ä W 
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Giving ſome Account of the Author's Exp ERIE Nx, 
and Spiritual CONVERSION. | 


a i r Re 
„ & 


Lonpox, Friday, September 28, 1750. 
F OR ſome time paſt, the Gor and Father 


of our Lord Jzsus CnrisT, had given 

me to ſpeak. in his Name, with more than 
ordinary Light and Power, and Freedom; to 
the Comfort and Edification of many of his 
People: ſome that had been formerly cold to- 
wards me, were now reconciled ; and I appear'd/ 
unto thoſe that fear'd Gop, to grow in Grace 
and in Favour with Gep and Man. | 
At this Time, neither I, or others, doubted 
concerning the Safety of my ſpiritual State; but 
ſtill I thought I wanted to know ſomething con- 
cerning 
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cerning CHRIST, which, as yet, I did not; 
and frequently theſe Scriptures were in my 


Mind, Be thou faithful over a few things, &c. 


and I will ſhew the greater things than theſe. 


It muſt be acknowledged that our bleſſed Re- 
deemer informs us how , exceeding difficult it 
is for the Rich of this World, to enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; and that his Apoſtle 
St. Paul alſo obſerves; that not many mighty, 
not many noble are called: but however dif- 


ficult it is, bleſſed be Gop, with him even this 


is not impoſſible, though not many ſuch are 


called, 'tis no where ſaid not any; all are not 


loſt, but ſome even here are found, who prefer 


pure Faith, and Piety, and Love. In the Sight 
of one ſuch, a Perſon of no ordinary Piety as 


well as Quality, at this Time, I found Favour : 
To-day therefore about Noon, after repeated 


Invitations, Providence ſeeming to me and 


others now to direct; I ſet out to vifit her at 


her Country Houſe, about thirty Miles from 
hence. 


By the Way I called on a Friend : We him 


-underſtood that my Journey was longer than 
J expected, and that the Roads were infeſted 


with Robbers: but this ſeemed little to me, 
„the Gop (ſaid I) that I ſerve, can ſtrengthen 
Man and Beaſt, and bring us in ſafety to our 
intended Lodging.” 
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Juſt before I came upon Heath, a 
Woman alſo ſaid unto me, Sir, you muſt 
take care, for ſeveral Highwaymen are out to- 
day.” I reply'd, © The Lord, the Gop of 
Heaven and Earth muſt take care for me, or I 
ſhall be badly kept.” As I rode over the 
Heath, the Cry of my Heart was, LoRD keep 
me from Robbers, but above all from ſpiritual 
Robbers.” At about ſeven o' Clock I arrived with- 
out Let or Moleſtation in Peace and Safety, at 
my Journey's End. 

I was courteouſly receiv'd, and entertain'd 
by my kind and opulent Hoſteſs, with whom I 
found her Attorney and his Spouſe. All the 
Evening the Subject of Diſcourſe was Religion, I 
ſtrongly inſiſted upon the Neceſſity of an Ex- 
perimental Knowledge of Gop, thro' CHRIST, 
by his Spirit, and with much Power and Free- 
dom declar'd and evinc'd, that the Kingdom of 
Gop is not in Word but in the Power of an 
endleſs Life : *tis Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. They all pati- 
ently, courteouſly, and I hope willingly, gave 


me the Hearing, till it was pretty late; then 


having concluded with Prayer, and recommended 
all that we had and were unto the gracious 
Protection of him who hath all Power to fave, 


we amicably withdrew to our reſpective Apart- 
ments. 


Saturday, 
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Saturday, September 29. Roſe about ſix this 
Morning, was ſeveral Hours alone, wherein 1 
read, pray'd, walk'd and meditated. At about 
Nine, pray'd with the Family, at Breakfaſt re- 
ſum'd the laſt Night's Subject; ſpoke of the 
Vanity of truſting in uncertain Riches, and op- 
preſſing the Poor: the ſuperior bleſſedneſs of 
giving, and the great Danger of taking Delight 
in any created Good. Ah, how often do fine 
Houſes, delightful Gardens, rich Furniture, 
Sc. make their Owners unwilling to die: but 
they who poſſeſs ſuch things have above all 
great Reaſon to make ſure of Heaven; for 
if they miſs of that, they will be more than 
ordinary loſers 3 they will loſe not only their 
Heaven above, but alſo their Heaven be- 
low.” | 

About one O'Clock (they being about to walk 
into the Fields) in the Garden we took our leave 
of each other; I intending immediately to ſet out 
for London: but coming into the Houſe, the Ser- 
vants courteouſly invited me to eat ſomething be- 
fore Ideparted, which whilſt they prepar'd, I found 
2 bleſſed Opportunity of exhorting them freely, 
and in many Words, to ſeek the Kingdom of 
Gop and his Righteouſneſs, to bleſs Gop for 
the ſpiritual Privileges which they above moſt 
in their Station enjoy'd, and to do all their 
Services, not as unto Man or Woman, but as 
unto CHRIST. 


When 
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When I took Horſe, I offered the Servant 
ſomething for his Trouble, but he modeſtly re- 
fus'd to accept it, and told me he would take 
the Liberty to call and ſee me at London : 
having reply'd, that I ſhould be glad to fee him 
or any that were willing to hear concerning the 
Kingdom of God ; and he having directed me 
a Way ſomething nearer and better than that 
which I came, we parted. | 

Whilſt the Fefrymgn conducted me over the 
River, I alſo exhorted him to repent and be- 
lieve the Goſpel; he ſeem'd to ſuffer the 
Word of Exhortation freely, and told me that he 
had heard Mr, Whitefield preach ; I anſwer*d, «© I 
have not much acquaintance with Mr. White- 
field, but I verily believe him to be an able 
Miniſter of the New Teſtament, not of the 
Letter which killeth, but of the Spirit which 
quickneth; a faithful Witneſs, and a Servant 
of JEsus CHRIST. I think it was a Blefling 
from Gop that you heard him; but take heed 
how you have heard; beware that you turn not 
the Bleſſing into a Curſe z remember that it is 
not merely the Hearers of the Word ſhall be 
juſtified, but the Doers thereof, and that thoſe 
are truly bleſſed who hear the Word of Gon 
and alſo keep it.” Before I came upon the Heath, 
it was again told me that the Road was infeſted 
with Highwaymen, my Anſwer and Prayer was 
the ſame as Yeſterday. At about eight o“ 
Clock the Father of Mercies and Protector of 


Tra- 
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Travellers, brought me again to my Houſe in 


Safety and Peace, for which his holy Name be 
bleſſed and praiſed. 


Sunday, September 30. I did not this Morning 


experience much of the Life or Power of God- 
lineſs; but this I attributed to the Wearineſs of 
Body, through the Fatigue of my Journey. 
Read Prayers in the Forenoon, and in the Af- 
ternoon read Prayers and Preach'd with more 
Power and Freedom than I expected. 

Monday, October 1. Taught my School to- 
day but heavily, by Reaſon of aridity of Soul 
as well as fatigue of Body. At Night read 
Prayers and Preach'd : but oh! now it began to 
be hard Work: now did I begin to feel the 
Shutting up of my Soul in Miſery, and as it 
were in Iron. 

Tueſday, October 2. To-day alſo my Soul was 
in great Heavineſs, and the Cry of my Heart, 
Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul? and why art 
thou diſquieted within me ? Hope in God, for 
I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the Health of my 
Countenance, and my Gop. Now did my 
Meat begin to be very unpleaſant, and I to 
underſtand the myſtical Meaning of that Scrip- 
ture, concerning which my Heart had ſometime 
ſince much enquired, In theſe Days ſhall the Chil- 
ef the Bridegroom faſt. 

Wedneſday, October 3. To-day my Heavineſs 
of Soul increas' d: School-teaching began to be 
indeed weaxriſome, taſteleſs and inſipid, and pray- 
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ing to be agonizing. At Night, being called 
to read Prayers and Preach, *twas truly very 
heavy Work, it ſeem'd as if I was now call'd 
to be a Spectacle to Men and Angels. Whilſt 
I read the Prayers, my Underſtanding ſeem'd 
quite ſhut up and dark; * yet fince ſaid I in my 
Heart, by Providence I am now called to preach, 
by Gop's Grace I will aſcend the Pulpit, whilſt 
] can ſpeak, make mention of his Goodneſs and 
eſſential Love, and tho? he ſlay me, truſt in him, 
and as I am able, ſhew forth his Praiſe. When 
I was about to pray in the Pulpit, I waited - 
ſome time in inward Silence, that I might feel 
as formerly the Truth and Power of the Lorn 
ariſe, and be enabled to pray in Demonſtra- 
tion of his Spirit and Power. But it was all 
in vain ; the more I waited the more unable 
I found myſelf, not only to pray but even 
ſpeak ; I was faſter and faſter bound up, I there- 
fore burſt through, as it were by Violence, 
praying in an Agony that we might not be 


_ tempted above what we were able to bear. My 


Text was, Lord, what is Man, that thou art 
minaful of him ? and the Son of Man, that thou 
viſit bim? My Preaching was in a ſtrong 
Agony; but bleſſed be Gop, even now, he 
ſo enabled me, as to give no Occaſion to any of 
his Enemies to blaſpheme, all allow'd that my 
Diſcourſe was true and pertinent z moſt ob- 
ſerv'd I was ſomewhat ſhorter than uſual, and 
ſome thought I was not well; which caus'd one 


to 
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to offer to preach for me on the Morrow. 1 
thought this was Gop's Providence, and ac- 
cepted his Offer. 

After Sermon two very dear Friends, vi- 
ſited me at my own Houſe, but oh! their 
Company formerly agreeable, was now tedi- 
ous and infipid. I wanted to be alone, in a 
Garret, a Wilderneſs, or a private Garden : 
and they, I ſuppoſe, not perceiving my uſual 
Diſpoſition to Company, ſoon withdrew. Afﬀ- 
ter this I went up into the Garret, without 
Light, and as ſecretly as I could, to pray 
and meditate. But my Wife perceiving my 
Indiſpoſition, preſently follow'd and earneſt- 
ly enquired what was the Matter with me. 
I anſwer d: My Diſorder is of a Spiritual 
Kind, the heavy and afflicting Hand of the 
LokD is upon me, but when he will, he can 
remove it.” She then enquired, © what I 
thought the Reaſon ?” I reply'd, © I know no- 
thing by myſelf, but I am not hereby juſtified, 
However, here will I hold, Gop is Love, he 
doth all things well, and though I now know 
not the Reaſon why he thus deals with me, I 
ſhall know hereafter.” This Scripture was 
much impreſs'd upon my Mind, Thou of very 
faithfulneſs haſt cauſed me to be troubled. 

Thurſday, October 4. To-day my Heavineſs 
and Trouble of Soul continued, in the Morn- 
ing inform'd a Friend how it was with me; 
he told me that he alſo was in ſome Dil- 
treſs 
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treſs of Soul, but ſuppos'd that it proceeded from 


Hurry of Buſineſs, or Want of Quietneſs ; and 
defired me to call upon him in the After- 
noon, that we might ſpeak more freely and 
fully together, to which I afſented. This Fore- 
noon I alſo taught my School very heavily. 
At Noon viſited two other ſpiritual Friends 
open'd my Caſe, and join'd in Prayer with 
them: they ſpake comfortably, but ftill my 
Heavineſs, or rather Agony, not only conti- 
nued, but increas'd, and the Cry of my Soul, 
almoſt continually was, Mpy art thou caſt down, 


ob my Soul? and why art thou diſquieted within 


me? Now did I begin to make a more and more 
ſtrict Scrutiny into my Conduct for ſome time 
paſt, and enquir'd, © Would I have rode 
thirty Miles (if defired) to viſit one of the 
pooreſt of our Hearers, as ſoon as one of the 
richeſt?” Here my Anſwer was, ** I ſuppoſe 
not:” Surely “ this then (faid I) was a curſed 
Partiality, and unjuſt Reſpect of Perſons :” My 
Cry unto Gop was, © Lord enter not into 
Judgment with thy Servant, if thou be'ſt ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiſs, no Fleſh 
living may abide it.” And my Reſolution, by 
his Grace, to be more watchful for the future. 
According to Appointment, call'd upon my 
Friend at his Houſe in the Afternoon; where 
there happen'd to be ſeveral more Profeſſors: 
theſe muſt, and I know did perceive my Diſ- 
treſs by my Countenance, inward Sighs, Sc. 

Let 


Yet, notwithſtanding my ſpeaking to them of 
the Love and Faithfulneſs of CHRIST, and as 
much as in me lay, urging them to join their 
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Teſtimony to mine on that bleſſed Subject: 
they either would not or could not open 
their Mouths, on that or any other ſpiritual 


Subje&, in order to adminiſter one Word of 
Comfort to my diſtreſſed Soul, ſo that I ſaid in 


my Heart, ** ſurely theſe are miſerable: Com- 
forters,” and ſoon left them. My Friend accom- 


companied me, and I more fully told him my 


Heart and Caſe, with the Addition of what J 
thought was the Reaſon of this my Diſtreſs. He 
told me, © that he alſo was ſtill in ſome Heavineſs, 


but ſuppos'd the ſame Reaſon as in the Morning, 
and that che taking of ſomething together with a 
little Reſt would cure him :? he therefore return'd 


in order to apply his Remedy, and I proceeded 
on my Way to hear one preach. © For (ſaid 
I) that is not my Way, however uſeful Reſt 
and Medicines may be to you, I know that they 
are more unequal to my Caſe, than a filk Stock- 
ing to heal a broken Leg.“ No Lord; only 
thou cant help and comfort me: therefore tha? 
thou ſlayeſt me, whilſt I can, will I truſt in 


thee. 


Reſolutions of greater Vigilance in all things, 


As I purſu'd my Way, I renew'd my 


and pray'd for Grace and Strength to fulfil the 
fame; exhorted alſo and reprov'd, at every Op- 
portunity, and finding that I had Time enough, 


call'd upon another Friend by the Way, where 


I met 
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] met my Wife, another Gentlewoman and her 
Nephew. Here I exhorted all to lay afide every 
Weight; and the Sin that did moſt eaſily beſet, 
not failing to enveigh particularly againſt that 
which did moſt eaſily beſet the Gentlewoman, 
and to declare the Danger of ſuffering any Sin 
to reign over us. Here alſo I pray*d, being ſtil} 
in an Agony, which they alſo eaſily perceived. 
My Wife ask'd me to go home with her and 
ſome others in the Coach, but I told her“ that 
I thought to attend the Preaching : ? ſhe duti- 
lully and lovingly reply'd, © ſhould be very 
glad of your Company; however, I am ready 
herein to ſubmit my Will to yours: and Þ 
having commended her Obedience, we parted. 
The Sermon was not to be condemn'd, but it 
reach'd not my Caſe, and I thought fignified 
little to me. I came, continued and departed 
in the ſame or a greater Agony of Soul. AsT 
returned home, viſited, according to Requeſt, 
a ſick Perſon, but ſhe being aſleep, it was thought 
not right to diſturb her, and J was defired to call 
at a more convenient Seaſon. Arrived at my 
own Houſe about nine o'Clock, in Family Prayer 
was remarkably ſtrong and agonizing, infomuch 
that my Maid-Servant ſaid to her Miſtreſs, © that 
ſhe thought ſhe never knew her Maſter pray ſo 


before.“ My Sleep to Night was not much, 


and for ſeveral Nights paſt, not at all pleaſant, 
by Reaſon of troubleſome Dreams and Toſſings 
to and fro. 

Friday 
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Friday, October 3. Awak'd this Morning at 
three o Clock, in a horrible Dread and Darkneſs, 


and ſtarting up I cry'd, Ah Lorp ! what am 


T? where am I? My Wife awak'd, immediately 
call'd for a Light, and with Courage and great 
Confidence ſpake many comfortable Words unto 
me. She told me, that ſhe really believ'd 


* 


that when this Tryal was over, much Good 


would thence redound to me and others, as 


well as Glory to Gop : ſhe bad me call to 
mind the Times that were paſt, wherein God 
at many Times had marvellouſly help'd and 
deliver'd me; and particularly ſhe bad me think 
what I would have ſaid to another upon the like 
Occaſion. She ask'd me alſo if ſhe might 
read, and what Book, I reply*d, © I think I 
know my Way, and believe the LoRp will yet 
deliver me. But, oh! 'tis hard Work ! A 
wounded Spirit who can bear?” I then di- 
rected her to read Hymns, &c. treating of an 
entire Reſignation to the Order and Will of Gop, 
but did not ſuffer her to read much at once, by 
my almoſt continual interrupting her, with burſting 
out in an Agony of Prayer: LozD give me that 
Reſignation.” At five, notwithſtanding this dread- 
ful Darkneſs, was reſolv*d, according to the Order 
of Providence, as I could, to preach. I begun 
the Meeting with agonizing Prayer, and then, 
as I was able, ſung. ._ 


Abra- 
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Abraham, when ſeverely try'd, 
His Faith by his Obedience ſhew'd, 


He with the harſh Command comply'd, 
And gave his Jaac back to Gop. 


His Seed ele&, his Heir foretold, 

Of whom the promis'd Cu n1sT ſhou'd riſe, 
"He cou'd not from his Gop withhold, 

That beſt, that coſtlieſt Sacrifice. 


The Father curb'd his ſwelling Grief, 
»Twas Goy requir'd, it muſt be done; 
He ſtagger'd not thro? Unbelief, 
He bar'd his Arm to ſlay his Son. 


He reſted in Jehovah's Power, 

The Word muſt ſtand which God hath faid : 
He knew th* Almighty cou'd reſtore, 

Cou'd raiſe his Iſaac from the Dead. 


He knew in whom he had believ'd, 
And truſting in Omnipotence z 

His Son as from the Dead receiv'd, 

His ſtedfaſt Faith receiv'd him thence, 


O for a Faith like his | that we 
Ihe bright Example may purſue, 
May gladly give up all to thee 

To whom our more than all is due. 
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Now, Lon p, our All for thee let's leave, 
(Our willing Soul thy Call obeys) 

Pleaſure and Wealth and Fame let's give, 
Freedom and Life to win thy Grace. 


Is there a thing than Life more dear, 
A thing from which we cannot part? 
We may: let's now rejoice to tear 
The Idol from our bleeding Heart. 


Jesv, accept our Sacrifice, 
All things for thee we count but Loſs; 


Il at thy Word our T/aac dies, 


—²˙— ů 


Dies on the Altar of thy Croſs. 


I ſtrongly exhorted my Hearers to a Faith like 
Abraham's, and againſt Hope to believe in 
Hope. I open'd unto them my Caſe and pre- 
ſent Experience, and defired that they would all 
pray, that in this fiery Trial I might have 


ſuch a Faith and Hope, as contrary to all Senſe 


and Feeling, can rely upon the bare Promiſe 
of Gop. I alfo deſired that if any of them 
had the Spirit of Prayer, they would now 
pray in publick (which two of them did) and 
that as many as could conveniently, would 


alſo meet to pray with me an Hour at 
Noon. 


The leaſt Boy in my School came firſt to- 
Day; his Leſſon providentially was the Temp- 
tation of our bleſſec Redeemer, according ta 


St, 
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St. Matthew, who faith, when the Devil left 
him, the Angels came and miniſtered unto 
him. From his reading this, my Hope of 
Deliverance was ſtrengthned, whereby alſo I 
was ſomething comforted. Out of the Mouths 
of Babes and Sucklings, O Lord, haſt thou or- 
dained Strength, and perfected Praiſe. This 
Forenoon I directed alſo ſeveral of my Scholars 
to read what I thought ſuitable to my State, 
and endeavour'd to ſtay my ſelf upon the Lord, 
ſtanding according to the Direction of the 
Quietiſts, inwardly retir'd, waiting for the joy- 
ous Preſence of Gop, thinking that Conſolation 
would thereby ſhortly ariſe, that at Noon 
I ſhould be enabPd to pray, in the De- 
monſtration of the Spirit of GO PD, and 


k 
4 thankfully to ſhew forth his Praiſe. But it was 
. a vain Thought; Noon came, and I, as uſual, 


all ; : went to publick Prayers, but inſtead of finding 
Heaven awakened in me, I found that Wrath 


18 and Anguiſh was more abundantly ſo. This 
ſe inward Quietneſs then, ſaid I, is not my Way: 
"al The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, 
FREAK and the violent take it by Force: then being 
ne" in a ſtrong Agony, I call'd upon the Loxp, 
11d as it were, out of the Belly of Hell, with an 
> exceeding bitter Cry; and ſeveral pray'd with 
me and for me: but it appear'd at preſent all 
to- in vain; and I came home quite diſconſolate. 
ap- Meat was ſet befor: me, but J refus'd to eat, I 


ta 5 thought of a Wilderneſs, and faſting forty Days. 
. C 3 ] was 
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was provided with an Aſſiſtant in my School, 
and it was well; for now School, Goods, Houſe, 
Friends, and the whole World was more and 
more taſteleſs and dead unto me. I wanted to 
leave my Houſe and wander in the Fields, 
therefore ſought Occafion to depart, but my 
Wife inſiſting upon knowing whither I was go- 
ing: I being afraid to tell her a Lie, and not 
willing to let her know my Intention, chang'd 


my Mind, and told her © I thought to go to 


„ Where I was Yeſterday at Noon, 
and promis'd her that I would go no where 
elie.” 

As I went along the Streets, I thought *twas 
well that my Journey was not into the Fields, 


or far, for confidering the Weakneſs of 


Body I then labour'd under, I ſeem'd unequal 
to ſuch a Task. I thought I was like Cain, 
and that the Loxp had ſet a Mark of his 
Diſpleaſure upon me; but the Cry of my 
Heart ſtill was, Loxp let not my Puniſh- 
ment be greater than I can bear.” 

When I came whither I intended; I told 
them “the Kingdom of Hell increas'd in me 
more and more; I am, ſaid I, as it were, quite 
parch'd within, and my Moiſture is like the 
Drought in Summer. Is there no Place where 
We can privately pray an Hour? For ſurely 
it is an Hour, and the Power of Darkneſs.” 
Was conducted into a Garret, where upon the 
Floor I kneeled down and pray'd; and for about 

two 
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two Hours did I here continue in agonizing 
Prayer, ſometimes kneeling, and ſometimes 
proſtrate, *till my Strength ſo failed that I was 
ſcarcely able to riſe from the Ground whereon 
I lay. One whom I believe to be a true [/raehte, . 
and a real Chriſtian alſo here pray'd and wept 
with me, and as the Lozxp enabled, comforted 
me. 
When firſt I came here, the Word of the 
Loxp in my Heart was; Thou believeſt in 
Gop, Believe alſo in IEsus CHRIST : where- 
upon I ſtrongly cry*d, IEsus, thou Son of Gop, 
thou Son of David, have Mercy on me, Then 
was brought to my Remembrance the Agony 
and Bloody Sweat of our blefled Redeemer, 
Jacob's Wreſtling with Gop,_ and the Conflicts 
of various Saints and Patriarchs, I pray*d with 
the Redeemer, that if it were poſſible, this Cup 
might paſs from me: with Jacob I ſaid, I 
will not let thee go till thou bleſs me: and 
with 70: though thou ſlayeſt me, yet will I 
truſt in thee, The Example of Paul was much 
before me, and the Words, Bebold he prayeth ! 
afforded me ſome Comfort. Then did | ſtrongly 
pray that the LoxD would ſend ſome Inſtru- 
ment (if it were but a Child) who might be 
as Ananias unto me, But none coming, I 


cry'd unto the LorD for Patience, and 
that he would not ſuffer me to be tempted a- 
bove what I was able to bear, but in this 
Temptation alſo make a Way to eſcape: and 
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the Anſwer in my Heart was, my Grace #s 
ſufficient for thee, | 
My Wife thinking me long, deſir'd a Friend 


to come unto me; he found me upon the 
Ground, and defired me that 1 would ariſe, 


and go home with him.” With Difficulty I aroſe, 
and came down Stairs into the Houſe, where 
they would have gladly perſuaded me to eat 
ſomething, but it was all in vain, my Soul 
even loathed eating, and now indeed with me 
were the Days of faſting and mourning. 

As I came along the Streets, in my Way 
Home, I found my Body to be very weak, 
and my Soul ſtill in a ſtrong Agony. My Friend, 
who was with me, enquired “ what was the 
matter, and wonder'd that it ſhould be ſo, eſ- 
pecially with me, who had talk'd and expe- 
rienc'd ſo much of the Love of Gop, and ſo 
ſtrongly. comforted others in Diſtreſs ; inſo- 
much (ſaid he) that I have often found a Bleſ- 
ſing and Comfort in hearing you ſpeak.” Yea, 
ſaid I, „it may be fo, then the Comforter 
was with me, but now he 1s not, now I muſt 
ſuffer with my Lokd. Oh! I have a fiery Bap- 
tiſm to be baptized with, and how am ] ſtrait- 
ned *till it be accompliſhed !” He reply*d, © why 
have you not ſuffer'd with the Lox D before? 
I fajd © outwardly with him, or for his Sake 
(bleſſed be his Name) I have; but he hath 
ſhewn me that I muſt alſo ſuffer inwardly with 
him, and in my Meaſure, have fellowſhip with 
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him alſo in his deeper Sufferings.” When we 
came home, I walk'd about, and thus reaſon'd 
with myſelf: “ hath Gop forgotten to be gra- 
cious? Hath he utterly forſaken me? Is his 
Mercy clean gone for ever? He gave me to 
weep and pray. What then? Eſau alſo ſought 
Repentance with Tears, but he found it not.“ 
Having thus reaſon*d for ſome time, the Con- 


clufion was, I have ſinned the Sin unpar- 


donable ; and my Teſtimony the following 
Night and Day to thoſe about me was, © I 
can never be n either in this World or 
the World to come.” 

During this Time various Profeſſors viſited 
me, and endeavour'd to prove that my Caſe 
was not really ſo bad as I imagin'd, but it 
was all in vain; the more they reaſon'd, the 
more and more clearly it appear*d to me, that 
L had finned the Sin unpardonable. Some faid 
e *tis only for Want of Believing, that you are 
thus.” True, faid I,. Unbelief is the only 
damning Sin; *tis thereby I heve departed from 
the true and living Gop, and therefore am I loſt 
for ever.” *© Nay, nay; (faid they) only be- 
eve,” © Ah! (ſaid I) Faith cometh by Hear- 
ing, but by hearing what? Not merely the 
Word of Man, or the Holy Scriptures, as by 
Man declared ; for then would all the Wicked, 
all this Nation be Believers. But Faith com- 
eth by hearing the incorruptible and eter- 
nal Word ; and to me this Word hath juſtly 

| „ 
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ceas'd to ſpeak, therefore I can no more be- 
lieve, than I can make a Heaven or create a 
World,” But faid one is Love extinguiſhed 
in the Source of Love.“ No, no, ſaid I, *tis 
not, *tis free to you, walk therein whilſt you 
have it; but to me God is a conſuming Fire; 


Oh! *tis a fearful thing to fall into the Hands of 


the living God.” © but ſaid they, CHRIS came 
into the World to ſave Sinners,” of which (ſaid I) 
Paul faith I am chief, therefore not for me, for I 
am a greater Sinner far than Paul.“ Why ſaid 
ſome what have you done? we have never known 
you guilty of any heinous Crime.” Ah! ſaid I, 
it does not conſiſt ſo much, in a particular out- 
ward Sin, as it does in a deceitſul deſperately 
wicked Heart of unbelief, for ſome time paſt 
gradually tho' inſenſibly departing from the living 
God : and manifeſt in that curſed Partiality and 
reſpect of Perſons. Ah! I ſhould not fo wil- 
lingly have rode fifty or ſixty Miles at the deſire 
of a poor Chriſtian Woman” © ſome replied we 
can bear witneſs that we never knew you back- 
ward to viſit the pooreſt and moſt diſtreſſed 


objects; I anſwered but ſuch never asked me 


to viſit them at thirty Miles diſtance”. * Others 
ſaid, you did not knowingly and wilfully commit 
Sin therein.” What then? (ſaid I) doth not 
Gop by the Prophet ſay, my People periſh for 
lack of Knowledge? and eſpecially when ſuch 
lack of Knowledge proceedeth as mine did, 

| from 


Here the Reader may obſerve, why I begun my Nar- 
rative with my Journey into the Country; and why I have 
given ſuch a particular Account thereof. 
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from a neglect of hearkening to Gop's warning 
in his Meſſengers, Judgments and Word. Such 
negle& of the Means of Knowledge even ren- 
ders Sin tho? done in ignorance wilful.“ © Some 
ſpake of Peter who after that he had been warned 
even by his Lok D and Maſter, yet afterwards 
denied him with Oaths and Curſes.? Ah! ſaid 
I, Peter's Caſe and mine are far different. It 
does not appear that Peter was then converted, 
Mine is a greater Fall than Peter's. But 
again: Peter's Lox p looked upon him, re- 
moved the ſtony and gave him a Heart of 
Fleſh, inſomuch that he wept bitterly: but he 
looks not upon me, my Heart 1s like the Nether 
Milſtone, and my Repentance only like that 
of Fudas, ſelfiſh, deviliſh, void of Faith, or 
Hope, or Love. Nay, I am worſe than Judas, 
for he ſold his Saviour for thirty Pieces of Silver, 
but J for nothing! Worſe than Eſau ! he fold 
his Birth-right for a meſs of Pottage : but J 
mine to Heaven and eternal Glory for even leſs 
than nothing.” Now was brought to my Re- 
membrance Francis Spira, and all the Repro- 
bates I had heard or read of, but to me it was 
evident to a Demonitration, that I was far worſe 
than all. Ah! faid I, Adam] How much am 
I worſe than he? he fell tempted by Eve, and 
ſhe by the Serpent, but J have fallen, ſelf-tempt- 
ed, ſelf-depraved, worſe than he, worſe than ſhe, 
worſe than all! ſurely I am a very Devil incar- 
nate. Yea ſaid I, my Nature is ſuch, my ſelf 
am'Hell, *tis awakened within me, and where'er 


% 
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T am, Hell ſurrounds me. I have as it were a 
fiery tempeſtuous Wheel within me, I am as a 
living burning moving Statue, and ſhortly I ſup- 
pole I ſhall be as a flaming one. Oh! What 
a Charity to Mankind would it be for any one 
to ſlay me, for becauſe of me are all things 
curſed around me. By and by faid I, youll 
wiſh that you had killed me, when you ſee this 
inward Fire burſt out, and a Flame ſurround 
me, yea, and methinks *tis already begun.” 
When I looked in the Glaſs I thought and 
cry*d, © ſurely *tis the exact fiery Picture and Vi- 
ſage of a Devil,” and to others alſo it appeared 
indeed horrible. I thought that one of my Toes 
particularly was beginning to flame, and there- 
fore I plucked off my Shoe and Stocking and lift- 
ed up my Foot to look, which then ſhook and 
trembled; here ſaid I, ſee another Mark of De- 
vils, they believe and tremble too; fo do I be- 
lieve, all the Truths of the Bible, bring your 
Divines, let them propoſe their Queſtions, pro- 
duce their Reaſons, and they will ſoon know 
that Devils know as much as they : but oh! ſuch 
Light is horrible Darkneſs! Darkneſs which 
may be felt! Darkneſs viſible! Yea, ſaid I, De- 
vils can reaſon eloquently, inſomuch that were 
I in my preſent State permitted to preach, I ſup- 

poſe I might have a croud of Admirers, be the 
leader of a Sect or Party, and have ſome even 
of the Polite and learned to attend my Miniſtry.” 
Yea, am not I in the very State of a Devil? who 
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| goeth about to and fro continually, not finding 


even a Moments Reſt or Peace; thus alſo do I 
wander * and fink deeper and deeper into eternal 
Miſery 3 inſomuch that the Hell I now ſuffer is 
but a Heaven to the Hell that is ſtill deeper and 
deeper to all Eternity. Infinite Juitice! Oh! 
how unlike the Juſtice of Mankind, they con- 
demn a Criminal, cut him down, and there 
ends their Juſtice z but not ſo infinite Juſtice, 
tis never ceaſing, never ending, ever encreaſing, 
ever tormenting, conſuming Fire. *Tis true I am 
not as yet eternally confined to that particular 
Place which is prepared for them that forget 
God, no more is Satan, that is reſerved to the 
Judgment of the great Day: but what then? I 
even now ſuffer as much as I am capable of ſuf- 
fering, and yet my Capacity to ſuffer may in- 
creaſe to all Eternity. I prayed to the King of 
Heaven for Patience, and *twas granted, my 
Breaſt is armed with Patience as with threefold 
Steel or Braſs, as ſufferings increaſe Patience in- 
creaſes, but *tis only to make me capable of 
ſuffering the more to all the countleſs Ages of 
Eternity,” Eternity! Oh! dreadful Eter- 
nity! for ever, for ever, and {till for ever, in 
an endleſs Abyſs of Miſery, ſuffering the eternal 
Vengeance, the vindiftive Juſtice, of that Gon 
who is a conſuming Fire! Oh! that I had never 

been 


* This is not a Fiction, but a real Truth; a Night and 


a Day did I thus wander about upon one Floor as many 
Witneſſes can teſtify, : 


[ 44 ] 1 
been born! or that I could now ceaſe to be! but 
that's impoſſible, my Soul is by Nature immortal, 
tis the Breath of Gop, and therefore muſt exiſt for 
ever tho? in eternal Death and Miſery. Oh! how *' 
ſhall it hereafter aggravate my Woe, to ſee 4bra- 
ham, Jſaac, Jacob, the Prophets, my departed 
Father, Friend H---- lately departed, and all the 
Saints in the Regions of Light and Glory, and 
my ſelf excluded.” 

Gop ſhall be clear when he is judged, un- 
grateful Hell-deſerving Wretch that I am! 
What could he have done for me which he has 
not? he gave me Life, eternal Life, but left me 
free to ſtand therein thro? him, to fall thro? 
felf, and ſuch alſo he created the Angelic Powers, 
not free, they would ſerve Neceſſity not him: free- 
ly then I fell and juſtly ſuffer the eternal Doom.” 
But ſhall this diminiſh the happineſs of Saints, 
who ſee and diſtingutſh me with Dives lifting up 
my Eyes in Torments ? By no means, it ſhall 
add theretoz they at the Sight ſhall fing Alle- 
lujab to all free redeeming Grace, and each 
aſcribe all their Salvation, to the Lamb who 
hath redeemed hem and waſhed away their Sins 
in his own Blood. The good Angels, (which 5 
doubtleſs are miniſtering Spirits unto them who ; 
are Heirs of Salvation) have now as aſham'd, 
left me the Wretch their Charge, and weep, if 
it were poſſible for ſuch to weep. But great 
Triumph there's in Hell, there, there, ſay the 
Devils and accurſed Spirits, ſo would we have 
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it: great Laughter there's amongſt the infernal 
Legions, they now rejoice, but *tis with the tor- 
menting, burning, fiery Joy of Devils.“ And 
now I ran thro' what I thought might be the 
various Employments of Devils, and damned 
Spirits. Some faid I perhaps are of a ſtupid 
ſort and burn with Melancholy, others being of 
a more ludicrous kind, rage and burn after a 
more gameſome Manner; ſome wail, howl, 
and, as it were, gnaſh their Teeth, whilſt o- 


n- thers fit enviouſly retired, and Reaſon on fixed 
1! Fate, free Will, abſolute Predeſtination and 
as * Foreknowledge, but find no End, being per- 
ne  plexed in Errors, and loſt in wandering Mazes.” 
0? Ah! faid I, of this kind am I; my Name is alſo 
'S, | D Lucifer Son of the Morning, that is Lucem fero 
GY I bear Light. Yea, it immediately recoiled; 
9 thou always deſiredſt Wiſdom, thou haſt been 
ts, praying for Wiſdom from thy Youth, in public, 
up in private, every where: thou art a true Son of 
all Adam, Knowledge thou didſt ask, and now tis 
** granted, Knowledge of Good and Evil too, 
wy but ſurely ſaid I, *tis dear bought Experience.“ 


Son of the Morning, yea that alſo belongs to me, 


1 am young, about thirty, the time when the 
ch . Son of Gop began his public Miniſtry, ſoon 1 


bo began, and ſoon I've ended. Younger than 
d, Mr.--- Mr.--- Mr.--- or moſt that bear a public 
if Evangelical Teſtimony. Well ; what ever ſhall 
* be my employ below, or whatever is the em- 
* ploy of the Devils or damned Spirits, this is 
ve certain 
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certain all is an Aggravation of Miſery, a heap- 
ing up Wrath on Wrath, Fire on Fire; but 
however if it muſt be, and Oh! it muſt be; O 
thou King of Heaven, at leaſt let this be my 
eternal employ below: to vindicate thy Ways, 
thy Truth, thy Juſtice, to Devils, to Men, to 
me the worſt.” 

During this Time of Horror, Dread, De- 
ſpair, many Friends viſited me, and Prayer was 
made by the Church almoſt without ceaſing : 
at the firſt alſo ſeveral prayed with me, and 
likewiſe exhorted me to pray. My Anſwer 
was, your Prayers will profit me nothing, but 
rather bring a greater Curſe; I have ſinned that 
Sin of which St. John faith, I do not fay that 
Men fhall pray for it, and as to my continual 
Prayer it is in the Spirit of Hell, and the more 
I ſtir up that Spirit, the more is Hell and Wrath, 
and Anguiſh, awakened in me; however ſaid they 
let us pray ; I conſented, and as it were out of the 
Belly of Hell called upon Gop, but thought 
and declared that J was no better, but worſe, 
and that even thereby my Torment was in- 
creaſed; and as (ſaid I) to your Prayers for me, 
they 'are without divine Life, Power and Con- 
trition, ſuch Prayers can never reach Heaven; 
far the greateſt Part ſtood confounded, only one 
dared confidently to aſſert that he had found both 
Power and Contrition in Prayer for me. I 
could hardly credit this, but cried I, “be it ſoz 
what then? it only ſhews how good Gop is to 

your 
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your Jpnorance, ſo that he not only forgives it, 
but alſo rewards your fincere Intention, But 
what Profit is that to me ? It only adds 
to my Guilt, and aggravates my Miſery. Ah! 
what a vile Wretch am I, that have left ſo good 
a GOD!“ 

By ſome it was propos'd to ſend for a Mi- 
niſter, which my Wife in times paſt had heard 
me mention with more than ordinary Reſpect, 
though we had at that Time no perſonal Ac- 
quaintance, or outward Connection with each 
other. But I cry*d, «© Alas! *tis all in vain! 
I know the Subſtance of what he or others 
would ſay in ſuch a Caſe, according to their 
reſpective Principles and Judgments : but alas! 
all that they can fay, or all that even all Crea- 
tures can ſay, will avail nothing, fince the 
Eternal and Life-giving Word hath ceas'd ta 
ſpeak unto me. However, one went unto him, 
but he (as he ſince told me) underſtanding that 
the Meſſenger did not come immediately from 
me, and alſo fearing that he might give ſome 
Offence to thoſe with whom I was in more 
immediate Connection, did not come. 

Amongſt thoſe who viſited me, during this 
State of Dread and Darkneſs, was one belong- 
ing to the Law; and with whom TI had more 
than once reaſon'd concerning the real Exiſtence 
of Heaven, Hell, the Soul's Immortality, and 
future Rewards and Puniſhments, and which he 
frequently had denied: as ſoon as I caſt my 
Eyes 
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Eyes upoh him, I cry'd, © Now Counſellor, | 


will you believe that there is a Hell? Here» 
tofore I reaſon'd with you as one that had heard 
thereof with the Hearing of the Ear, but now 
I know and feel the Torments of the damn'd. 
Heretofore I have ſtood an experimental Wit- 
neſs of Heaven, but now I ſtand an experi- 
mental Witneſs of the Reality of Hell, and 
a living Monument of eternal Vengeance, now 
deny a Hell if you canz now deny it if you 
dare. O beware, O Man, leſt thou alſo come 
into this Place of Torment.” He anſwer'd 
not (but ſtood as one thunder-ſtruck): he had 
heard me ſeveral times before, both in publick 
and private, as well as various other Preachers, 


and thoſe alſo deem'd the moſt evangelical, ſpeak 


upon this Subject; but before this, it ſeem'd 
all to no Purpoſe, he cry'd *tis only Prieſt- 
craft, or a meer Deluſion.” But now his Mouth 
was ſtopp'd, and he convinc'd: for a Seaſon 
likewiſe he brought forth various Fruits of Re- 
pentance, as appear'd, not only from his Tears 
and Prayers, but alſo from the following Let- 
ter, which he wrote unto me, ſoon after the 
good and gracious Loxp had taken me out 


of this horrable Pit, and ſet my Feet upon the 


Rock of Ages. 
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SIX, 
« TF you think your Prayers will be of any 
Service to me, you may pray for me; but 
am very ſorry that I ſaw you in your late IIIneſs, 
as it has been the Occaſion of my Miſery, and 
caus'd me to be diſturb'd in Mind ever fince, 
I finding no Relief; but the more I hear the 
more is my Condemnation. | 
Before your late Illneſs, I was at Peace, and as 
I thought quite happy, and if it had not been for 
that Accident, ſhould have been ſtill ſo, in not 
knowing my Miſery. Though it 1s racking for 
me now to hear the Ward of Gop, or to be 
in your Company, I cannot reſiſt or keep from 
either, Gop being willing, I believe, to tor- 
ment me both here and hereafter ; (and for 
that Cauſe lets me live to puniſh me the more) 
for denying him and his Power; for it is the 
greateſt Puniſhment I can now endure: Oh! 
that he had ſtruck me dead or ſpeechleſs, the 
Moment I firſt ſpoke the Words, that I might 
never have repeated them again. But I have 
to your Knowledge often repeated them, and 
I wiſh that it was to yours alone; but I have 
done it to ſeveral, and there lays my Mi- 
ſery. Now I know your Words to be true, 
for I know there is both a Gop and a Devil, 
a Heaven and Hell. A Gop to try, and 


caſt me into Hell, and a Devil to puniſh me 
there, 


b.- Oh! 


50 
| Ohl! that J could have hut a little Peace, but 
there remains none for me.” 


J am, 
. 
Your unworthy Friend, 
And bumble Servant, 


Wedneſday Evening. 2 — . —. 


P. S. It is a great Torment for me to read 
a Hymn, much more to ſing one, I know- 
ing that I tell Gop the Lie in every Word 
I fay, and Gop has likewiſe taken away 
that ſmall Gift of Prayer he had given me, 
ſo that I am worſe than I was before. I 


muſt ſtill confeſs Gop's Power in n raiſing you 
up lately. 


But to return to my own Caſe, 
Sometimes I would confider and bewail the Loſs 
of my late happy Condition, and cry out, Oh! 
what a Happineſs it is to be permitted to ſerve 
the great Gop of Heaven | Once did I expe- 
rience ſuch Happineſs ; once was I allow'd to 
| ſerve and worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, 
and all things ſeem'd Paradiſe around me: 
But now farewel ſuch Happineſs: O! dreadful 

Thought ! farewel for ever.” 

Sometimes I would compare myſelf with the 
People of Gop, and ſay, Once I thought, 
and: 


Go 


. Ts . 

Ts RP. 
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Lr! 
and others alſo, that Gop had given me hea- 


venly Light, Love and Power, above many; 
but alas ! how am I now fallen: oh! that I 
was now the leaſt ; oh! that I might be allow'd 
to be a Door-keeper, yea, a Foot-ſtool, or 
even a Threſhold, only in the outward Tem- 
ple. But oh! *tis a vain and fruitleſs Wiſh! it 


| muſt not, cannot be.” 


Sometimes I would conſider thoſe whom the 
Lorp had made fignal Inſtruments of carrying 
on his Work in our Land, and the rr and 
particular Dangers and Temptations” which I 
thought attended them in their Way to Hea- 
ven : but always concluded there was not only 
a Poſſibility, but alſo a great Probability, that 
they would ſafely arrive there at laſt; but no 
Hope for me. Well, cry'd I, the Scriptures 
muſt be fulfilled. A Judas there muſt be, and 
alas! I am he.” | 

Sometimes I would confider the condemn*d 
Malefactors, and think, oh! how much happier 


are they than 1? For them there is Hope, 


though even at the Place of Execution : one 
of the Thieves upon the Croſs was fav'd ; 


but there is none for me, ſurely I am the moſt 


miſerable of all Men living! Oh ! that I had 
never been born.” 

To my Wife and Friends, who came to viſit 
me, I was wont to ſay, Heaven is a Prize 
worth ftriving for; I ſtrove and loſt it; but 
ſo run ye, that ye may obtain. Be warn'd by 
my Example, and come not ye into this heavy 


D 2 Tor- 
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Torment.” And when they would anſwer, „If 


you loſe Heaven, *twill matter nothing for us 8 
to ſtrive.” I would reply, © ah! fay not fo, * 
you're much deceiv'd in me, as well as I was ö 
in myſelf; but now from me the Vail is taken 
away, tis plain and clear that curſed Pride and 4 
Self, defil'd all things, even my moſt holy and /pi- Z 
ritual Words and Actions. | q 
i ; To the Friend, who watch'd with me in b, 
. the Night, as ſoon as we were left alone, I C 
1 ſaid, are you not afraid ? ” when he an- 
i ſwered No. I reply'd, © you have need both f 
| of Faith and Courage, for you know not what- J 
j may ſhortly happen.” When we had been a = 
9 little Time together, I exhorted him to continue 1 
i in the good Way, which he ſeem'd to be al- 
l ready in, not to aim at any thing great or al 
| high, but to be content with his preſent State a 
g and Condition; and particularly warn'd him af 
| to buy the Truth and not to. ſell it, to beware of te 
| that Sin, to which many of his Calling, ef- C 
| pecially Maſters, are expos'd ; leſt he alſo, with g 
| me, ſhould be tormented.” At another Time 18 
I told him concerning my temporal Affairs; and V 
then ſaid, as to my Body, if it be found, fu 
let it be buried like that of a Dog, without ſe 
any Regard or Ceremony: and if there be any g1 
Epitaph, it may be to this Effect. Here ut 
lies interr'd the Body of F. G. who once liv'd fo 
d - an experimental Witneſs of the Kingdom of A V 
= Heaven, but at laſt died an experimental Witneſs | th 


of | 
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c the Kingdom of Hell, and an awful Warning 


to all Rebels againſt the moſt high Gop of Hea- 
ven and Earth. But I rather ſuppoſe that my 


Body will not be found. *Twill either fly away in 
a Flame, and be ſeen no more; or burſt aſun- 
der, as that of Judas did.” Very frequently 
would I look at my Watch and cry, Oh! how 
ſlowly the Minutes roll: * Beatz non numerant 
boras, but the damn'd, they number Moments. 
Oh! how Jong are Hell Hours; but what's 
an Eternity of ſuch?” In the Night I long'd 
for the Dayz and when the Dawn appear'd, 
I cry*d, © the Morn indeed returns, but not to 
me; with me all is ſtill Darkneſs, and muſt be 


ſo for ever.” 


Sometimes I would conſider, What if here- 
after there ſhould be, as the Papiſts ſuppoſe, 
a Purgatorial Fire, and Redemption therefrom 
after a certain Time: yea, ſuppoſe it were af- 
ter a very long Time, it would be ſome 
Comfort; but at laſt concluded *tis a vain and 
groundleſs Hope, at leaſt to me, for my Doom 
is no Forgiveneſs in this World, nor in the 
World to come. Oh! Eternity! what a dread- 
ful Word is that!” I ſuppos'd, that my Mi- 
ſery, while I continued in the Body, was even 
greater than *twould be. after my Diffolution, 
until the general Reſurrection, and was there- 
fore tempted, like Judas, to deſtroy myſelf. 
More than once did I fall upon the Floor, 
thinking that my Body was as a Globe filPd with 


Firg 
* The bleſſed do not number Hours. 
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Fire, and that like him, I ſhould burſt aſunder. 
But at laſt concluded *twould be beſt to ſtay 
a little, for with regard to what I ſhould be 
after my Diſſolution, I was not quite certain. 
& But however, ſaid I, this is certain, both then, 
now, and for ever, I muſt be as miſerable, as 
in the nature of things, tis poſſible for me to 
be.“ 

During this Fiery Tryal, many and various 
were the Sentiments of thoſe who ſaw or heard 
of my deplorable Condition. Thoſe that had 
had Experience of this ſort, as well as ſome 
few others, ſaid, they doubted not but that 
the LoxD would yet deliver me:“ and a 
Preacher, who vifited me, faid, „he had 
known a Caſe as deſperate.” I ſeem'd to liſten 
to that; but upon Enquiry, it ſoon appear'd 
to me, that he was much miſtaken, and only 
Aid this to comfort me. 

Thoſe Profeſſors, who had but little Expe- 
rience, concerning the Workings of Gop's Spi- 
rit, and who were but as yet Enquirers con- 
cerning the Power of Godlineſs, were much 
affrighted 3 and ſome told me ſince, that if 
I had not been deliver'd, they verily believed 
they ſhould have utterly deſpaired; and therefore 
have quite given over ſeeking the Kingdom of 
Gop.” Their weak Reaſon was; if I, whom 
they all allowed, to be ſo good and exempla- 
ry a Chriſtian, was thus, what might they- 
expect. 

Some 
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Some ſuppoſed I was beſide myſelf and mad, 
and advis'd to ſend for Dr. M— 03 this 
I overheard, and could preſently prove unto 
them, that notwithſtanding I might appear ſo 
to them, when I ſpoke concerning the King- 
dom of Hell, and my own particular Caſe, 
yet ſtill I retained a quick Apprehenſion, a re- 
tentive Memory, and with regard to other Mat- 
ters, as clear an Underſtanding, and ſound a 
Judgment, as ever had in my Lite. 

Some faid, that ſhould I even recover in this 
World, it could never be expected that I ſhould 
be uſeful as heretofore 3 and therefore thought 
would be much the beſt, if it ſhould pleaſe 
Gop to take me.” 

Others, who having a Form of Godli- 
neſs, but deny the Power thereof, ſaid, ** *tis 
no Wonder if all who preach ſuch Doctrine, be 
ſo likewiſe.” And ſome ſuppoſed “ that I had 
preached contrary to my Conſcience to pleaſe 
Man, and therefore *twas a juſt Judgment up- 
on me. *Tis true, all the while, I acknow- 


ledged what I ſuffered was juſt; but conſtant- 
ly declared, that what I had teſtified amongſt 


them, was according to my Light and Conſci- 


ence; that I had bore Witneſs to what I both then 


and now believed to be the Truth of the liv- 
ing Gop; and though, faid I, I be damn'd, 
that ſhall, that muſt remain for ever.” 

Many ſuppoſed I was in a Fever, though I 


knew 1 was not, and the Apothecary, as well 


AS 
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as ſome others, were conſtrained to acknow- 
ledge that my Pulſe beat regular, and that 1 
had not the Symptoms which attend a Fever. 
1 liked to ſee Profeſſors, much rather than 
others; and when any others came unto me, I 
did not open my Caſe to them; my Reafon 
was, leſt the Truth ſhould be blaſphemed. But 
when one urg'd my Love of the Brethren and 
Truth, to prove unto me that Gop had not 
quite left me: I anſwered, © you are quite miſ- 
taken; I can neither love them or any one: 
tis true, I like to ſee them rather than others 
but even this is ſelf, tis becauſe they know better 
what I mean, and will not mock me: *tis true 
alſo that I would not have the Truth blaſphemed, 
but received by others, but what then? Dives 
alſo was unwilling that his Brethren ſhould come 
into the ſame Place of Torment. 

Upon Saturday in the Afternoon a ſurpriz- 
ing Thought coming into my Mind: I im- 
mediately cry*d, to thoſe around me, Strange 
Thought! ſurely tis a Ray of celeſtial Light!“ 
Upon one's enquiring, what it was? I anſwer'd, 
No poſſibility for me to be forgiven, either 
in this World, or in the World to come; and yet 
there is a poſſibility, for I am in neither z not in 
this World, Iam dead thereto, to all its Goods, 
and Evils: not in the other, inaſmuch as my 
Soul and Body are not yet diſunited, as the 
Redeemer was when hanging upon the Croſs, 


fo 
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fo ſpiritually am I, hanging as it were betwixt 
this World and that which is to come, and 
there 1 may be forgiven.” | 

Soon after this, ſome adviſed me to be let Bood, 
to whom I ſaid, Can a dry, burning, parched 
Statue bleed? They anſwered, However, let 
us try. To which J replyed, If any Experi- 
ments you can make upon this Body, may be 
of Uſe to Mankind; make them. Tea, take 
it, fry it upon a Gridiron, or burn it in Flames 
material, *tis all but a Heaven to the Hell 
-which I ſuffer within me.” When the Vein 
was opened, contrary to my Expectation, the 
Blood came freely : whereupon I thought the 
Suggeſtion, that I ſhould not bleed, was from 
the Devil, who is a Liar, and the Father of 
Lies; and if this, Why not the Suppoſition 
that I could never be forgiven? At leaſt, *tis 
my Intereſt to believe ſo, and to think that herein 
alſo he is a Liar, 

| Having thus, after Bleeding, reaſoned for 
ſome Time, I found ſome Inclination to Reſt, 
and therefore ſat down in a Chair by the Fire: 
having laid my Head on the Chair-back, I 
ſaid, „ think the King of Heaven is gracious, 
he grants a little Reprieve even to ſuch a 
Wretch as I; let me wait a little, and ſee 
what he will do with me.” Then finding a 
Diſpoſition to Stilneſs, I ſaid, © Lead me to 
the Bed, and let me ſee whether he will not 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak unto me.” They did fo, and bleſſed for 


ever bleſſed be his glorious Name; he ſoon ſpake 
to me and concerning me. 
Almoſt immediately after I had laid me 


> I was caſt into the Viſions of Gop : the 


Heavens were opened, and to me were re- 


vealed things unutterable. I beheld the only 
begotten Son of Gop, in his mediatorial Office 


before the Throne of his Father; the King 
eternal, immortal, and inviſible: I ſaw him full 


of Grace, and beard theſe blefled and gracious 
Words, Iwill deſcend into Hell, again and again, 
to redeem bim. TI ſaw him full of Truth too, 
for he came in his Spirit like Lightning, as it 
were, commiſſioned from his Father unto me, 


the vileſt, and ſurely the moſt helpleſs Sinner, 


that ever was created. And, oh! what Joy did 


there then appear to be in Heaven : the Angelic 


Throng gathered round the Throne, and with 
more than ordinary Rapture, ſung, Worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain, to open the Book, 


to caſt out the Accuſer, and to recerve Honour, 


and Power, and Majeſty, and Dominion for 


ever and ever. 


Then did my dear and bleſſed Redeemer, (oh! 


with what Power, Plainneſs and Authority ! ) 


begin to teach me, and deſpoil the ſtrong Man 
armed of his Weapons. He ſhew'd me, that 


even 7udas did not periſh, becauſe there was not 


fufficient Virtue in his Blood to cleanſe him, or 
. be- 
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becauſe he had not Power or Love enough to 
ſave him, but becauſe he would not come unto 
him, that he might have Life; and that Un- 
belief alone, as he before had taught me, is 
the only Sin unpardonable. 

Then was J perceived by one who ſtood by 
to pray, and then (oh! bleſſed Time) did my 
LorD take Poſſeſſion of my Soul, then was I 
joined unto him, and became one Spirit with the 
Lord, then was J made to rejoice with Joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory. 

Now was my Countenance and Voice ſudden- 
ly changed; my Heavineſs turned into Joy; 
my horrible Deſpair, into Heart - purifying Chriſt- 
exalting Faith; and in ſhort, my Hell to Heaven: 
ſo that I immediately cry'd, to the pleaſing 
Aſtoniſnment of all around me, Rejoice 
Feſus of Nazareth is come to our Houfe to- 
day.“ 

One that ſtood by, and who is now a liv- 
ing Witneſs of this gracious Deliverance, im- 
mediately reply*d, ©* Glory be to Gop that he 
permitted me to ſee this great Work of his 
to-day ;” and an immediate Joy was diffus'd 
through the whole Houſe, even greater than 
that when a Man-child is born, or even an Heir 
of ſome great earthly Kingdom, comes into 
the World. * 

But 


One Circumſtance I think is not unworthy of Notice: 
about this Time, a poor God-fearing Woman, (who Ann 
like, 


1991 

But my Bedy with Faſting, Walking, &c. 
was render*d extremely weak, ſo that I was con- 
ſtrain'd to keep my Room a Week, during which 
Time, the LoxD open'd unto me many of 
the glorious Myſteries of his Kingdom. 

At the firſt, both I, and thoſe about me, 
thought that I ſhould ſoon depart this Life; and 
T cry'd, I have fought the good Fight, I 
have finiſh'd my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith; from henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lok 
the Righteous Judge ſhall give me at that Day : 


and not to me only, but unto all them alſo 


that love his Appearing.” The Symptoms of 
Death appear'd both to myſelf and thoſe who 


ſtood by, to be upon me: I thought I felt 
ſomething break within me, and at the ſame time 


ſome 


like, waits for the Kingdom of Heaven) who lives at ſome 
Miles Diſtance, and had not then the leaſt Knowledge of 
my preſent Condition, dreamed: That I, ſhe, and ſeveral 
others, were waiting to ſee the King, who was preſently 
to paſs by; and that I had a ftern, diſcompos'd, diſcon- 
tented Countenance, ſuch as ſhe never ſaw me have be- 
fore: ſhe thought if the King ſaw me thus, he might be 
angry with me, and therefore beſought me, that I would 
put on a chearful Countenance, and prepare for his paſſing 
by: but it was all in vain, I ſeem'd not at all to regard 
her ; preſently ſhe thought the King appear'd, and imme- 
diately fell upon my Neck and kiſſed me; whereupon ſhe 


could not forbear rejoicing, and cry'd out aloud, The King 
leves him. 
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ſome Water involuntarily came from me: my Arms 
and Legs ſeem'd {tiff and bound, and my Breath 
ready to depart, But my Soul was in perfect 
Peace. I ſaid, © the Waters are ſhallow, 
Death is a ſtingleſs Foe : Thanks be to Gop 
who giveth me the Victory, through our LoRD 
Jzsvs CHRIST. 

One who ſtood by, faid, © Gop is able to re- 
ſtore your Body as well as he has your Soul.“ 
To which I anſwer'd, „ Able? Yea, the LorD 
is Omnipotent, and he can do what he will 
do.” 'Twas reply'd, And if he be willing 
for his own Glory to raiſe you, are not you 
willing?“ I anſwer'd, “ Yea ſurely, his Will, 
and his alone be done.** And from thence, 
I began to conceive ſome Thoughts of Re- 
covery. 

When a Phyſician came unto me, I faid, 
* Sir, before you can underſtand my Caſe, 
you muſt be well acquainted with that Eter- 
nal Word, by which all the Creatures were 
made.” He reply'd, © we'll do as well as 
we can for that: and ſaid, that I had a Fever.“ 
I told him, that I believed I had not: for 
my Pulſe beat regular, and moreover, that I had 
no Sickneſs or Pain.” * Wherefore then, ſaid 
he, did you ſend for me? and wherefore do 
you lie here? I anſwer'd, Sir, I ſent not for 
you: and as to my lying here, *tis only through 
Weakneſs of Body, for which, I think, there 

| 15 
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is no better Remedy, than Bread and the Word 
of God.” 

Whilſt the Phyſician was preſcribing in the 
adjoining Room, I cry'd unto the Logp, and 
pray'd that he would confound their Devices, 
and take unto himſelf the ſole Glory of my 
Recovery. When therefore they brought me 
Blifters, and Medicines, I reſolutely rejected 
them; and faid, the Lorp J ESsus is my 


Phyſician of Soul and Body too, and he ſhall - 


have all the Glory.“ They ſaid, we are not now 
to expect Miracles,” and ſtrongly urged me to 
take them; but it was all in vain. I anſwer'd, 


© why not? CnrisT is the fame To-day, 


Yeſterday, - and for ever: he that hath raiſed 
up my Soul from Death and Darkneſs, can- 
not he alſo raiſe my Body? yea, verily : it is a 
ſmall thing with him to ſay, even to the Dead, 
ariſe : he can now ſay to me, as well as he did 
to the Sick of the Palſy, ariſe, take up thy Bed 
and walk. 

And now, notwithſtanding my extreme Weak- 
neſs, juſt before ſenſibly perceiv'd and experi- 
enced, and the Oppoſition of two Perſons; I 
found an immediate Power to ariſe and walk to 
the Fire, then put on my Clothes, and praiſed 
Gop for his great Mercy. I then alſo deter- 
mined to pull off the Bliſter, which had been 
laid upon me before the Phyſician came, and 
when it was thought my Soul was departing, 
left unto that they ſhould attribute my Reco- 
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very. Two Men told me I ſhould not, (one 
of which was the Counſellor before-mention'd) 
and violently reſiſted me therein: but I cry'd, 
jn vain do you refiſt me, I ſhall be ſtronger 
than you ; for I ſtrive in the Power of that 
Spirit, that enabled Sampſon to ſlay a thouſand 
Men ;” and maugre all their Oppoſition, I 
tore off the Bliſter, and caſt it into the 
Fire, | 

And now was I again deem'd by my Friends 
mad indeed; who all now left me alone: But 


having walked about ſome time, and ſung Praiſe 


and Allelujah to my dear Redeemer, the Phy- 
. fician both of Soul and Body: left I ſhould 


be judged entirely obſtinate, and thereby cauſe 
the Truth to be blaſphemed, I voluntarily 
went to Bed again. I felt ng Sickneſs or Pain, 
ſave a little Smart from the Place whereta the 
Bliſter had been apply'd; but finding my Body 
to be but weak, was perſwaded to keep my Room 
for that Week, during which Time, my ordi- 
nary Food never was more pleaſont, but I took 
no Medicines or Phyfic. 


Whilſt I continued here, many and glorious: 
were the Myſterics which the LoxD opened 
unto me. Now was the Nature and Myſtery, 
of the adorable and ever bleſſed Trinity re- 
vealed in me. Now did I clearly underſtand how | 
the Son is in the Father, and wwe in him, and he 
in Us, Now did I ſee how the Son flows from 


the Father by an eternal Generation; and how 
the 


641 
the Holy Ghoſt eternally proceeds from both; 
and how every Bleſſing deſcends from the Fa- 
ther in and thro? the Son by the Spirit, to me, 
to all. | 
But how this great eternal and myſterious 


Truth was reveal'd unto me, and how Three 


are One, and One is Three, I can better de- 
clare by the Scheme or Figure annex'd : (and 
which, at this Time, was continually before 
mine Eyes,) than I can with Words, | 


The Lines, A C and BC, are ſuppoſed to flow 
Inſinitely. D, declares the Eternal Infinite, 
Inacceſſible and Inviſible Glory of the Father; 
the Source of all Being and Bleſſing. The 
Circle, E, whoſe Circumference muſt be Infinite, 
declares the Son infinitely flowing from D, the 
bottomleſs Abyſs, eternally begotten of the 


Father, and therefore with him co-eternal and 
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co- equal, in whom alone we behold the Glory 
of Go the Father, by whom all things 


were created, and all things in Heaven and 


Earth are 3 e The Point C, alſo ſup- 
poſed to flow Infinitely, and proceed eternally 


from D and E, declares the Holy Ghoſt. 


"Theſe Three bear Record in Heaven, and theſe 


Three are One. And we have ſeen and bear 
Record, and we know that this our Record 
is true. And we know alſo, that thoſe, wha 
are created anew in CHRIST JESUS; and 
changed into the Image of the Triune. Gop, 
from Glory to Glory; will receive this our 


Teſtimony, for ye, my Brethren, have the Proof 


in you.“ 


At this Time alſo, I clearly underſtood 
what is meant by the Communion of Saints, 
and ſaw in the Light of Gop, how the Church 


Militant and Triumphant, is one undivided 


Catholic Church. Now alſo did I underſtand 
how the Martyrs were enabled to glory in Tri- 
bulation, and rejoice in Flames material; this, 
(ſaid I) was the Reaſon ; one Drop of the Love 
of CHRrIsT Jesus ſweetens the moſt bitter 
Potion; yea, his Love is ſtronger far than 


Death.“ 


Twas ſuppos'd by moſt, that ſpeaking would 


do me much hurt, and therefore, at firſt, none 


were permitted to come unto me : but I was 


perſwaded ſpeaking would not hurt, but ſtrength- 
en me; andery'd, Man ball not live by Bread 
E alone, 
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aloe, but by every Word that proceedeth out of 
the Mouth of Gop. The Nurſe that attended 

, being firſt brought over to my Opinion, 
ſhe, by my Order, unknown to my Family, 
open*'d my Room Door to my Scholars, as they 
paſs'd by, who ſtood by my Bed-fide, while I 
exhorted them, and bleſſed them, in the Name 
and Power of the LoxD, infomuch that Tears 
guſh'd from every Eye. 

My Wife obſerving that by Speaking I was 
not ee but rather ſtrengthned, was alſo 
prevailed on to let others come unto me: and 
by them I again ſent for others; ſo that this 
Week, I was employed upon my Bed, in de- 
claring the Word of the Loxp, and in magni- 
fying his Name for his Mercies vouchſafed 
unto me, the Chief of Sinners. My Room 
was ſometimes quite full, ſo that I ſpake to 
ſeveral Hundreds. My Method in ſpeaking to 
them was generally thus. 

Firſt, I proved unto them, that I was of a 
ſound Mind and Memory, by recounting par- 
ticular Actions and Providences, which had 
paſſed betwixt them and me, and anſwering any 
reaſonable Queſtion they would propoſe. 

Secondly, I declared how merciful and gra- 
cious the Loxp had been unto me from my 
Infancy ; and mentioned ſome particular Pro- 


vidences, 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, I told them of the wondrons Things 
he had now done for me, and ſhewn me: 
how. he had delivered my Soul from Death, 
mine Eyes from Tears, and my Feet from 
falling. 
Fourthly, I exhorted them. to 5 Irsus 
in the Regeneration: telling them, that all that 
he did and ſuffered: and all that is written 
concerning him, muſt ſpiritually be accom- 
pliſhed, according to their Meaſure, in his 
Elect. | 
- Fifthly, I bad them beware of thoſe, called 
Divines, who deny the Inſpiration of the Ho- 
ly One, and the Receiving of the Holy Ghoſt : 
theſe connot underſtand the Scriptures, inaſ- 
much as they are void of that Spirit whereby 
they were wrote, and by which alone they can 
be truly underſtood: theſe teſtify againſt them- 
ſelves, that they are blind Leaders of the Blind, 
and Divines without Divinity. 
I bad them alſo beware of Atheiſtical Phy- 
ſicians, who undertake to heal Mens Bodies, 
and for a Pretence ſpeak and write many hard 
Words: theſe being void of that eternal Word 
of Wiſdom, who is the Author of Nature and 
Creature, cannot clearly diſcern, (however they 
may blindly gueſs) either the real Cauſes of 
Diſeaſes, or their effectual Cures. 

** *Twas by Jz$us, the eternal Wiſdom a- 
lone, that Solomen was enabled to diſcern the 
Virtues and Powers of Herbs and Plants, from 
2 the 
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the Hyſſop that groweth upon the Wall, unto 

the tall Cedar in Lebanon : and by him it was 

that Luke gain'd the Title of Beloved Phyſi- 

cian. Suffer ſuch Phyſicians as theſe to be 

about your Bodies, and count them worthy of 
Honour indeed: but if you can find no Chriſ- 

tian Phyſician, or at leaſt no God-fearing Pro- 

feſſor of Medicine, commit the Care of your 
Body unto Jxsvus alone: he can infuſe a Vir- 

tue, even into Clay, to open the Eyes of the 
Blind, and cleanſe a Leper, only by waſhing 
in the River of Jordan.” 

1 likewiſe bad them beware of thoſe Law- 
yers, who confeſs by Word and Deed, that 
they are without the Inſpiration of the Holy 
One, and void of the Law of the Spirit of 
Life in CHRIST JEsvs : theſe cannot under- 
ſtand juſt Law, or true Equity: by their Fruits 
this is manifeſt. How often have they judged 
a Man of leſs Value than a Sheep? Oh! ra- 
ther then (if it be poſſible) buy Love than 
Law; and if any one ſue thee at the Law, and 
take away thy Coat, let him have thy Cloak 
alſo.” : | 

And laſtly, I generally concluded with Prayer 
for the Univerſal Church of CHRISTH Militant, 
(of which I profeſs'd myſelf a Member, and not 
of any particular Se& or Party) and herein 


particularly for all the Preachers and Scribes of 


Righteouſneſs : for ſeveral Friends: for all in 
Authority, and for all then preſent. 
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All that heard my Teſtimony, acknow- 
ledg*d that they never ſaw me more in my 
Senſes, nor heard me ſpeak with equal Power 
from above: but ſome ſuppos'd that I ſhould 
not recover, becauſe I drank ſo deeply into the 
Spirit of Gov. | 

During the Time that I lay in this glorious - 
State, a young Apothecary, and alſo a Pro- 
feſſor of the Goſpel, being defired by ſome 
Friends, came to viſit me: as ſoon as I caſt 
my Eyes upon him, I ſaid, you are a lovely 
young Man, and not far from the Kingdom 
of Heaven; but one Thing thou lackeſt 
yet; fell all that thou haſt, give to the Poor, 
and follow IEsVs in the Regeneration, and 
thou ſhalt haye Treaſure in Heaven.” Here- 
upon he immediately left me; declared, that 
he believed I was out of my Senſes, and that 
there was but little Hopes of my Recovery. 
But fince this he hath acknowledged that he 
was miſtaken. | 

On Friday and Saturday, I ſaid to my Wife, 
I believe, by the Power and Grace of Gop, 
On Sunday I ſhall ſpeak in Public.“ She ſecm'd 
a little ſurpriz d, but ſaid not much. 

When Sunday came, a little before the uſual 
Time of public Worſhip, I went thereto. Soon 
after my Brother and Fellow Labourer in the 
Goſpel, call'd at my Houſe to ſee me,. but when 
he found me not, he ſeem'd aſtoniſn'd, and 
ask'd my Wife, why ſhe ſuffer'd me to go out ? 

ſap- 
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ſuppoſing I was quite unfit. She told him 
« it was my Reſolution, that ſhe could not 
hinder me; and moreover, that I intended 
to preach To-day.“ When he came to me, 
he frankly faid to me, that he believed was 
not yet fufficiently recovered, to come out 
To-day, and that in ſuch a Caſe, he ſhould 
have taken the Advice of his Friends.” I an- 
ſwered, In things indifferent, I will follow 
their Advice; but herein I confer not with 
Fleſh and Blood; he that hath ſent me, will 
this Day enable me (weak as I am) here or 
elſewhere, to proclaim his everlaſting Goſpel.” 
* Well, reply'd he, but you'll ſuffer me to preach 
this Forenoon, as was intended, and Þ'll give 
Notice for your Preaching in the Afternoon.” 
< Be it ſo: Then (ſaid I) Gop forbid, that 
without a Cauſe, I ſhould ſtrive with you.” 
He therefore choſe the Pſalms and preached, 
and another Miniſter provided to ſupply my 


Place, read Prayers, The Pſalms were, Part of 


the xxiv, beginning at, Our Lox is riſen 
from the Dead; and the cxxxi 3 and his Ser- 


mon, upon the fick Man of the Palſy heal'd. 


Throughout the whole Service I found a Bleſ- 
ſing 3 I could fay, The Lorp is riſen indeed, 
and hath appeared unto me, the Chief of Sin- 
#ers, And, 


Oh, that all may ſeek and find, 
Every Good in Jzsvs join'd. 
And 
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And, during the Sermon, I could truly ſay, 
« this Scripture is in me accompliſhed.: I am 
the poor Paralytic unto whom J ESsus hath ſaid, 
Thy Sins be forgiven thee ; yea, he hath healed 
my Body too; and, as it were, ſaid unto me, 
Ariſe, take up thy Bed and walk.“ 

After Sermon, the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was adminiſtered to about a thouſand 
Communicaats, whereat I aſſiſted: my Soul was 
refreſhed and ſtrengthned with heavenly Bread 
and Wine, and my bodily Strength ſufficed. 

In the Afternoon, according to Notice, I 
read Prayers, and preached to a very crowded 
Audience. My Text was, 2 Cor. xi. 25. A 
Night and a Day have I been in the Deep: 
From whence I obſerved, in whatever Senſe 
theſe Words were fulfilled in the Apoſtle 3 in 
one Reſpect, and in a very deep Senſe has 
this Scripture been fulfilled in me; and this 


Day it is fulfilled in your Ears. A Night and 


a Day have I been in the Deep: And then the 
Subſtance of my Sermon was, what I had de- 
clared upon my Bed the preceeding Week. 
Before I went into the Pulpit, I appeared, 
and was but weak, and therefore many feared 
that I ſhould faint, or at leaſt, not be able 
to ſpeak much: but herein they were miſtaken, 
I was filPd with the Spirit of Love and Power: 
I wanted neither Strength, nor Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs. The Power of the Loxp came 


over the Congregation, and ſeveral have ac- 
know- 


[ 72 ] 
knowledged, that they have not known the 
Loxp more ſenſibly preſent there, before or 
ſince. 

My Neighbours were all greatly: aſtoniſhed at 
my Appearance in Publick, according to the 
Report of the Phyſician and Apothecary; they 
judg'd that I was in a high Fever, and near 
Death, and conſequently very unable to make 


ſuch an Appearance. Some yet thought I was 


beſide myſelf; others that had heard me preach, 
would contradict that; but many thought that 
I was guilty of great Imprudence, and expected 
a ſudden Relapſe. 

But herein alſo, bleſſed be the Gov and 
Father of our LoxDp JESsUus CHRIST, their 
Expectation, or Fear, or Hope, was alſo fru- 
ſtrated. My Bodily Strength daily increaſed: 
I was alſo inwardly ſtrong in the Lox p, and 
in the Power of his Might; ſo that for ſeveral 
Months together, I never knew myſelf more 
hearty in Body, or ſo healthy in Soul; and 
my Acquaintance acknowledged, that they ne- 
ver before ſaw me look ſo well. 

And now did the LorD reveal unto me 
Truths, which I had not before ſeen ; and 
thoſe which 1 had ſeen, appear'd in a far deeper 
and clearer Light, Now did my Heart, as it 
were, burn with his Love Night and Day : now 
did my Soul mount up, like an Eagle, on the 
Wings of Faith and rg Contemplation, 
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Prayer, and Praiſe, 
for me to be here. 


Gop, my Saviour, Emmanuel, hath ſet my Heart 
at Liberty, that I might run the Way of his 


I cry'd, ſurely *tis good 
He who is the LoxD my 


Commandments. He dwelleth in me, and I 
in him. I now know what 1t 1s to eat and 
drink, that which is Meat and Drink indeed. 
I ſpiritually eat the Fleſh, and drink the Blood 
of the Son of Gop, ſurely I ſhall never die, 
but live for ever. Now did he ſtrengthen me 
mightily, both in my inward and .outward 
Man, inſomuch that many marvelled. He 
made my Feet like Hinds Feet, and ſet them 
upon a Rock; yea, my whole Body was ſome- 
times ſo light and ſtrong, that in the Joy and 
Gladneſs of my Heart I cry'd, «© What if 
this Body ſhould be refined to ſpiritual ? ” 
Lorp | thy Will be done. Yea, *twas, and is, 
my moſt pleaſant Meat to do the Will of my 
Heavenly Father, to work his Works, to de- 
clare his Name and ſaving Health, both pub- 
lickly, and from Houſe to Houſe. Now was 
all Fear that hath Torment taken away from 
me. I am redeem'd from Servile Fear to filial, 
from Works of Law, to Works of Faith. And 
Thanks be to Gop, who giveth me the Vic- 
tory, through our Lox Dp Jxsvs CHRIST. I 
can ſay, Oh, Death! where is thy Sting! Oh, 

Grave! where is thy Victory! 
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The Loxp was now become my Strength, 
and my Song, and my Salvation; in him I 
walk'd high above the Evils of the preſent 
World, and ſuperior to the Rulers and Princi- 
palities and Powers of Darkneſs. Yea, the 
Devil ſeem'd to be departed from me, and I 
had almoſt ſaid in my Heart, I ſhall ſee War 
no more. But this State of Joy and Triumph, 
did not continue always, *twas but for a Seaſon ; 
fince then, I have had various Conflicts with 
Satan in the ſpiritual Wilderneſs z but blefſed 
be Gop, we overcome him by the Blood of 
the Lamb, and the Word of our Teſtimony : 
yea, I am more than Conqueror thro' CHRIST 
Jzsvs. And ſometime, if Gop permit, I may 
more fully declare this z but at preſent I ſhall 
here ſet up my Ebenezer, by writing ſome general 


Reflections upon what is already paſt, and then 


aldreſs myſelf, as I propos'd, to various Sorts 
of Readers, 
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GRACE and FRU TH 


VIiNDICATED, 


OR 


The WA to Heaven Manifeſted, &c. 


ACA TITTIES 


PAR T1 


Containing ſome Short and General REFLECTIONS. 


changeable Three-One Gop, hath loved 

me with an Everlaſting Love, and there- 
fore with Loving-kindneſs hath he drawn me 
to his Son. Twas by his mere Grace that he 
created me (Soul and Body) in the firſt Adam, 
and redeemed me in the Second; thereby was 
I generated of my natural Parents and formed 
in the Womb of my Mother : by his mere 
unmerited Mercy alſo am I regenerated by the 


I. I Believe that the great, eternal, and un- 


' renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, and created anew 


in CHRIST I Esus. I believe that his every 
Act and Diſpenſation towards me hath beer, 
5 


N. 


761 
16, and ſhall be, pure Bleſſing: yea, I am ſted- 
faſtly perſwaded, maugre all the Oppoſition of 
blind Senſe, carnal Reaſon, Earth and Hell; 
that all things ſhall work together for my Good, 


according to his Purpoſe and Grace | in CHRIST 
Jzsvs. 


In all my Troubles ſharp and ſtrong, 
My Soul to Jzsvs flies; 
My Anchor-hold is firm in him, 


His Mercy never dies. 


His Promiſe bears my Spirits up, 
I. truſt a faithful Gop. 
The ſure Foundation of my Hope, 
Is in a Saviour's Blood. 


Loud Allelujahs, ſing my Soul, 
To thy Redeemer's Name: 


In Joy and Sorrow, Life and Death, 
His Love is ſtill the ſame. 


II. I know and believe that Gop not only 
hath called me to the Knowledge of himſelf, 
but alſo hath ſeparated and choſen me to preach 
his Everlaſting Goſpel. This hath been made ma- 


nifeſt unto me, both by the Calls of his Spirit and 


Providence; concerning me to my Mother, when 
ſhe was taught the Male that openeth the 
Matrix ſhall be called Holy unto the Lob.“ 
And in the Hearts and Conſciences of many, 

who 
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who are Seals of my Miniſtry, and Letters cre- 


dential, which may be ſeen and read of 'all Men. 
believe therefore that it hath pleaſed Gov 


of his Mercy, in a more than ordinary Degree, 
to ſhew me the Hell and Depravity of my 


corrupted Nature, the Wiles of Satan, and the 
Realities of the inviſible World: that know- 


ing the Terrors and Mercies of Gop, 1 might 


therefore perſwade Men. And that I, the 
chief of Sinners, having found Mercy, might 


with the greater Boldneſs teſtify to every deſpair- 
ing Sinner, ye cannot be too loft for him, who 
is my Almighty and All- loving Irsus. 

But yet I believe, zhis is certain, all that eat 


-of the Tree of Life and live for ever, all that 


enter into Glory, muſt in their Manner and 
Degree, feel their wretched loſt Condition, and 
be wounded in Soul for it: for the Tree of 
Life is guarded with a flaming Sword, thro? 
which they muſt paſs : the whole need not a. 


Phyſician, but they that are ck: CurisrT was 
anointed to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, 
to heal the Proken-hearted, to proclaim Deli- 


verance to the Captives, and Recovering of 
Sight to the Blind, to ſet at Liberty them that 
are bruiſed, Yet I deny not, but the Manner 


and Meaſure of this Bruiſing may be greatly 
different. 


III. Notwithſtanding the great and gracious 
God hath been drawing me with the Cords 


of 
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of his Love from my Childhood; yet I re- 
member a Time when I knew it not: I lay in 


Death, and ſlept in the dark Night of a cor- 


rupted Nature: Yea, notwithſtanding an appa- 
rent Righteouſneſs, and ſpecious Form of God- 
Uneſs, I was only as other unenlighten'd Heathens 
are, a real, though not a profeſſed Atheiſt, 
without Gon, and without CHRIST in the 
World. Though I had read the holy Scrip- 
tures from my Childhood, yet I knew not, 


even notionally, the Diſeaſe I labour'd under: 
and that except I did experience a Birth from 


above, I could not enter into the Kingdom 


of Heaven. So dark am I by Nature, ſo thick 
a Vail was then upon my Heart, when I read 


the Scriptures. 


IV. I remember a Time, when the Lorp 


by his Servant declared unto me the Nature 
of the Fall of Man, and alſo of our Redemp- 


tion; with other great Truths deducible there- 


from: I clearly ſaw that thoſe things were ſo, 
and according to the Oracles of Gop, but ac- 
knowledged 1 had not before, thus diſcern'd 
them. I perceived that I had no Knowledge 
of Gop, but what was founded on Tradition, 
Education, or a little carnal Reaſon : and there- 


fore no true Knowledge, becauſe it appear'd 
unto me, both from Scripture and Church, 
that he is only truly known by his own Spi- 
tit, and that they alone are thereby taught, 
who 
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who feel in themſelves the Working thereof. 
in ſhort, I believe my Works were then 'Sin 
and Death, and my Worſhip, notwithſtanding 
my conſtant Attendance at Church and Sacra- 
ment, mere Idolatry: *twas not in Spirit and 
in Truth, as GoD hath willed and commanded, 
J was only an ignorant Worſhipper of an un- 
known Gop, | | 


V. By this Means I was brought to under. 
ſtand, not only that Gop is, but alſo that he 
doth manifeſt himſelf unto the Children of 
Men, and greatly reward all that diligently ſeek 
him. I therefore ſought him in the Ways of his 
Appointment ; but particularly by earneſt and 


ſecret Prayer: the Cry of my Soul was, O 
Gop, teach me the Knowledge of Thyſelf, 
create and make in me a new Heart, c.“ 


And when I was thus privately praying in a 
Field, Gop did firſt manifeft himſelf unto me, 
in a ſweet refreſhing inward Stream of Light and 
Love: ſo that I could ſay, I now know and feel 
that there is a God; I know it by a De- 
monſtration, far ſuperior to all that I have ſeen 
before; for he hath now manifeſted himſelf un- 
to me. 


VI. I then ſuppoſed, (and was alſo taught, 
by ſome deem'd Spiritual, to ſuppoſe) that I 
knew Cu1sT : but I now plainly diſcern, that 
Spiritually, I did not: *tis true, after the Hiſ- 
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tory I believed, but after the Myſtery I was 


ignorant, I then was only (ſpiritually) an en- 
lighten'd Heathen, as Cernelius, the Centurion, 


. before he heard of Peter; or as Nathanael, un- 
der the Fig-tree, before he found the Meſſiah. 
Even my Underſtanding, as yet, was not truly 
. enlightened, to know that the Ground and 


Reaſon, the Author and Finiſher of this Faith 
in Gop, was Jzsus CHRIST, the eternal Son 


of Gop, the heavenly Man, that liv'd and 


dy'd at Feruſalem ; who is riſen from the Dead, 
and now exalted in Glory, 

I was but juſt beginning to learn the Prin- 
ciples, Rudiments or Elements of the Doctrine 


of CHRIST ; but knew not what was meant 


by leaving theſe, and going on to Perfection, 
*Tis true, I had now Faith (eri Oxy ) to- 


wards Gop, and even this was through CHRIST. 


But I knew not (ſpiritually) CHRIST, the God- 
Man, nor how he dwells in the Father, and 
the Father in him. I did now experience a 
Repentance from dead Works; yea, I know 
that my Prayers were ſometimes anſwered 
that ſome of my Works, like thoſe of Cornelius, 


did come in Remembrance before God, and 


therefore were not utterly void of ſpiritual Life : 
but as yet, I knew not that Repentance unto 
Life, which ſhall never be repented of, I was 
come to the Doctrine of Baptiſms, laying on 


of Hands, or various outward Ordinances 5 


but as yet I was not come to the Subſtance 
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of theſe Shadows. I was not baptized with 
the Baptiſm of Fire and the Holy Ghoſt, I knew 
not ſpiritually the Truth, as it is in J Esus, 
much leſs was I confirmed, rooted, or grounded 
in him. I was now alſo beginning to learn 
the Doctrine of the Immortality of the Soul, 
Reſurrection of the Dead and eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments: But as yet, I knew not what 
is meant by the ſpiritual Death, or Riſe of the 
Soul; I had learned nothing concerning the 
heavenly Humanity, neither could I, as yet, ſpi- 
ritually teſtify, the Lord is riſen indeed : ?? 
I did not underſtand the Nature of infinite 
Juſtice 3 nor, as yet, had I felt that Spirit of 
burning, and eternal Judgment. (vid. Heb. 6.) 
In ſhort, I had Juſt taſted the good Word of 
Gop, and the Powers of the World to come, 
had juſt through him, who lightetn every 
Man that cometh into the World begun to 


tread the outward Court, the Court of the Ger- 


tiles, or in the loweſt Senſe, to be a Worſhip- 
per of the true Gop : but was not yet brought 
into the Holieſt, by the Blood of ]zsus, was 
not yet ſpiritually come unto him, in whom 
there is for me an endleſs Life, in whom dwel- 
leth the Fulneſs of the God-head bodily, and 
in whom alone we are compleat: or in other 
Words, the Spirit of Gop had juſt begun to move 
upon the deep Chaos of my diſordered Nature; 
and Gop had ſaid, Let there be Light: but as 

F yet 


[ 82 
yet there was in me no Sun to rule the Day, ot 
Moon to rule the Night. 


VII. Though I believe it is by no means 
fafe or right for us to fit down in theſe Prin- 
ciples, or Elements, of the Doctrine of CHRIST, 
yet, on the other hand, I think this inferior 
Diſpenſation of Grace, this Day of ſmall things, 
ought not to be deſpiſed, for even here, are 
preat Privileges and Degrees thereof; here, in 
a low Degree, and chiefly of an outward Nature, 
are Battles, Conqueſts, Triumphs. Here ſtood 
Socrates, Plato, and other enlightened Hea- 
thens: theſe as well as Noab, in their Day and 
Meaſure, were Lights glimmering in a benighted 
Kingdom; Teſtifiers againſt the groſs Cor- 
ruptions of an evil Generation, Preachers of 
Righteouſneſs, Sufferers for Truth's Sake, 
and (more than Alexander) Conquerors of the 
World. Theſe not having the outwardly written 
Law, were a Law unto themſelves, and ma- 
nifeſted by their Fruits, that the Work of the 
Law was written on their Hearts, their Con- 
{cience alſo bearing Witneſs, &c. Rom. ii. 14. 


VIII. This I have learnt, in ſome Meaſure, 
from my own Experience, as well as the Scrip- 
tures and Experience of others: for even here 
was I called, both by his Spirit and Providence, 
to bear Witneſs againſt the Atheiſm and In- 


fidelity, the Profaneneſs, Immorality, and o- 
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ther groſs Corruptions of thoſe about me. Here 
alſo was I counted worthy to ſuffer for Truth's 
Sake : was rent in my Reputation, before fair 
and unblemiſh'd ; ſpoil'd in my Goods, ſuffer'd 
Violence on my Body, caſt out of my Curacy, 
robb'd of thoſe deem'd my beſt Friends, and 
rendered deſtitute of every Means of providing 
for myſelf or Family. And all this without 
the leaſt Sanction (or even Pretence) of any 
Law divine or human; yea, without any Cauſe, 
real or pretended, except this, I preach'd and 
declar'd, publickly and privately, the Neceſſity 
of Repentance, and an experimental Know- 
ledge of Gop, and accompanied with ſuch as 
fear d Gop, and receiy'd and gave this Teſti- 
mony. 

But herein, bleſſed be the Gon of Patience 
and Conſolation, he gave me the Victory; he 
enabled me to take this, not only patiently, 
but even joyfully, inſomuch that my very Ene- 
mies wondered thereat, He call'd me to a 
Place remote, and then to me unknown. By 
his Grace I was not hereto diſobedient, but did 
willingly leave Country, Friends, Parents, ap- 
parent Honour, and promis'd Riches ; thinking 
it far better to ſuffer Affi&ion with the People 


of Gop, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for 
a Seaſon. 
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IX. I have found that the Reſolution of 
David, I will hear what the Lord ſaith, was 
good: and that Advice of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
Call no Man Rabbi, to be beſt and ſafeſt : for 
when I came amongſt thoſe whom I thought 
much more deeply acquainted with the things 
concerning the Kingdom of Gop than I, and 
began to hearken unto them; my Soul was 
brought into great Perplexity and Bondage, ſo 
that I knew not which Way to take. Their 
Teaching ſoon appear'd uncertain, becauſe in 
many things they were of different Judgments, 
Thus, when I enquir'd, How is Faith main- 
tained in the Soul? Some ſaid, Tis given 
by CHRIST, but maintain'd or kept by Works.” 
Others, Tis given by CHRIST, and maintain'd 
by CnRIST.“ 


X. Gop is a Gop that heareth the Prayer; 
yea, even of Ahab, when he humbleth himſelf 
before him : If any Man therefore lack Wiſdom, 
let bim (with humble Confidence) ask of God, 
who giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth not. 


For in this my Diſtreſs and Perplexity, I called 


upon him, and he ſoon wrought a Deliverance, 
by ſhewing me, that he is the Author, Main- 
tainer, and Finiſher of Faith; and that good 
Works do not properly maintain true Faith, 
but are rather declarative thereof : as a good 
Free is not made or kept good by the Fruit, 
but declar'd to be antecedently good thereby, 

How- 


851 
However, this is certain; herein the natural 
and ſpiritual Branches differ: the one Sort bring 
forth Fruit in their Seaſon according to their 
Nature, neceſſarily ; but the others freely : we 
by Grace, which is in CHRIST Ixsus, are 
workers together with Gop : and every Branch 
in the ſpiritual Vine, which beareth Fruit, our 
heavenly Father purgeth it, and 1t ſhall bring 
forth more Fruit. And moreover, he that in 
the Seed-time of this Life, ſoweth to the 
Spirit plentifully z in the eternal Harveſt he 
ſhall alſo reap plentifully; and every one 


ſhall be rewarded according as his Work ſhall 
be, 


Xl. At this Time alſo my Underſtanding 
was gradually enlightened to diſcern various 
other Truths. As firſt, That Faith, in the 
Nature of Things, muſt precede Repentance z 
that is, legal Faith muſt precede legal Repen- 
tance, and evangelical Faith, evangelical Re- 
pentance, according to thoſe Scriptures, He 
that cometh unto God muſt firſt believe that be 
is. Without Faith, *tis impaſſible to pleaſe bim. 
Thus, thou art commanded to repent, and 


bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance; but 
then 


N. B. By Faith in general, J mean believing, or an in- 
ternal Evidence of things unſeen, flowing from Conviction 3 
and by Repentance, a Change of Mind flowing from ſuch 
an Evidence, 
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then this implies, that thou art in ſome Sort 
and Meaſure convinced, and therefore believeſt 
that Gop is, and that thou art a Sinner, other- 
wiſe there could be no Ground for ſuch a 
Command: and as this Conviction encreaſeth, 
ſo proportionably the Knowledge of Gop and 
Self encreaſeth and thou ſeeſt more and 
more the Neceſſity of thy Repentance. Again, 
thou art commanded to renounce and diſclaim 
thine own Righteouſneſs, and believe on the 
Son of Gap for Life and Salvation; but be- 
fore thou cant do this, thou muſt firſt be 
tenvinc'd of thine own Vileneſs and Inſufficiency, 
and his Power and Will to fave ; if thy Con- 
vifion of this be only rational, or an enligh- 


tened Underſtanding, then is thy Faith in Chriſt 


and forſaking of Sin only rational. But if 
thou beeſt ſpiritually convinc'd, that all thy 
Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags, and that CHRIST 
alone is thy Salvation, if the Wrath of Gop 
hath been revealed from Heaven in thee, and if 
CRRISTH alſo be revealed from Heaven in thee 
from this ſpiritual Conviction, this divine Revelati- 
en, there flows a divine and /pirituai Faith on the 
Son of God ; from whence flows true evange- 


tical Repentance ; a deep Abhorrence and De- 
teſtation of Sin and Self; a filial Fear, and 


humble Love, a grateful Heart, and all the 
Tempers and Works of Faith and Love. 
Secondly, That Jzsus CurisT, the eternal 
Son of Gop, is made unto the Believer, Wil. 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, and Redemption : 
EY and 
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and therefore a Believer's Wiſdom, Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Holineſs, as it exiſts, and as it is 
viewed in CHRIST JESUS, is perfect and 
immutable: thus conſidering a Believer's Holi- 
neſs, it cannot encreaſe or decreaſe ; the weakeſt 
Believer on the Son of Gop may ſay, (unleſs 
Gop's Oath can fail) In the LoRp have I a 
Covenant Eternal, Strength Omnipotent, Righ- 
teouſneſs unchangeable, perfect and unſpotted 
Holineſs, Faith, and Hope, and Love, and 
Heaven. | 

Thirdly, That every Believer in CHRIST 
Jesvs, (though but a Babe in CHRIST) 
is a new Creature: according to theſe Scriptures, 
* If any Man be in CuRisT, he is a mew 
Creature ; old things are paſſed away, behold, 
all things are become new.” And again, the 
Apoſtle writing to all the Faithful at Corinth, 
faith, © Ye are waſhed, ye ore ſanctified, ye 
are juſtified, in ihe Name of the Lord Jesvs, 
and by the Spirit of our Gop.” A Believer then 
is pure and holy in and by CRRISTH IJ] Esus, 
as cold hard Iron is perfectly hot and ſoft, in 
and by a burning fiery Furnace : *tis not ſo in 
itſelf ; not ſo in its own Nature, but in the 
Nature of the Fire, and by the Heat thereof. 
Or to uſe our bleſſed Redeemer's own and 
better Similitude, Every Believer, (though but 
a Babe in CHRIST) is ſanctified or made ho- 
ly in CRHRIST, as a Branch in a Vine, 
(though but a ſmall one) if it be alive in the 
Vine, it is a Partaker of the Nature et 

an 
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and as perfeftly a Branch as the ſtrongeſt, tho? 
not fo firmly united, or capable of bearing fo 
much Fruit. 

Fourthly, That he that dies a Babe in 
CnrisrT, is as meet for Glory, as he that dies 
a Father. Every Veſſel of Grace fhall be 
filled with Glory, but the larger the Veſſel, the 
more it will contain, the greater Degree of Grace, 
the greater Degree of Glory: yea, and not only 
fo, but in my Heavenly Father's Houſe, there 
are alſo many Man ſions. 

Fifthly, That therefore, there is a Growth 
in Grace and in the Knowledge of our Loxn 
Jesus CHRIST z more and more clear Diſco- 
veries are made to Believers of the Excellency 
and Glory of the Redeemer, whereby their 
Faith is increaſed, their Hope invigorated, and 
their Love inflamed. The Righteouſneſs of 
God is revealed unto us, from Faith to Faith. 
Me all with open Face, beholding, as in a Glaſs, the 
Glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame 
Image, from Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit 
ef the Lord. 

Sixthly, That a Believer in Chrift Feſus, is 
not under the Curſing, Sin-revealing, Death- 
bringing, Sinai Law, but dead unto it; and under 
Grace. Yet he is not without Law to Go, 
but (srroucs Ni in or underaLaw to CHRIST, 
even that Law of the Spirit of Life in CHRIST 
Jzsvs, whereby he is freed from the Law of 
Sin and Death, He 1s not under the Moſaic 
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, Diſpenſation, either Moral or Ceremonial, ei- 
5 ther written on Tables of Stone, or the Law of 
Ordinances z but under the Diſpenſation of Chriſt, | 

1 the Grace and Truth, which is written on fleſhly 
8 N Tables of the Heart, by the Spirit of the liv- 
e : ing GoD. He is under à NEW Covenant, even 
e E CuRISsT dwelling in his Heart by Faith, who 
8 : is eternal Redemption to his People 3 a Co- 
7 1 venant commanded for ever, the ſure Mercies 
'© Hl of David. AN EW Covenant, becauſe *tis great- 
g ly different from all others, and performs for 

h . Man what the former could not; 'tis ordain'd 
D : in a Mediator, and therefore different from 
J- ; that given to Man in Paradiſe : the Mediator 
y : is God-Man, and therefore as different from the 
Ir 5 Mediator of the old Moſaic Covenant, as the 
d Subſtance is from the Shadow. *Tis a new Co- 
of | venant, becauſe its Subjects are taught after 
h. a new Manner. They do not teach every 
he : Man his Neighbour, and every Man his Bro- 
me | ther; ſaying, Know the LorD ; but they are 
=. all taught of God, and they all know him 
8 from the leaſt to the greateſt. Again, *tis a 

7s : NEW Covenant with regard to the ſubject Mat- 
th- ter it teacheth; for this, and this only, teach- 
der : ; eth all thoſe who are under it, I will be mer- 
vp, ciful 20 your Unrighteouſneſs, and your Sins and 
IT, . your Iniquities I will remember no more. HRE RRE“EU 
sﬆ | BY they are juſtified from all things, from 
of | which they could not be juſtified by the Law 
ſaic | of Moſes : hercby Gop's Laws are put into their 


Minds 
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Minds, and wrote in their Hearts, hereby is de- 
clared unto them, I will be /o you a God, and ye 
ſhall e to me a People. In ſhort, the old, 
or Maſaic Law, is typical and temporal; the 
new, or Chriſtian Law, is ſubſtantial and eter- 
nal. This brings Life and Immortality to 
Light; that, Death, Hell and Miſery. The 
one was given that the Offence might be re- 
vealed, and abound; the other, that it might 
be blotted out, and that where Sin abounded, 
Grace might much more abound. The former 
reveals Sin, Curſes, kills; the latter enlightens, 
quickens, impowers, bleſſes, purifies, and glo- 
rifies. The old Law is only as a Schaol-maſter, 
(4s Xpigey) unto CHRIST; leaves its Subjects 
without Hope, and makes nothing perfect: 
but CHRIST, the new Law, is the Beginning 
and End of all things, he brings to his Subjects 
a better Hope, even a Hope full of Glory 
and Immortality, and makes them truly free 
and perfect: yea verily, he of Gon is made 
unto us endleſs Perfection; in him dwelleth the 
Fulneſs of the Gud-head bodily, and ix him we 
are compleat. 

Seventhly, That there is only one Sin unpar- 
donable; one Sin unto Death, and that Unbelief 
alone, is that damning Sin. He that believeth 
not, can never be forgiven z not in this World, 
for the Wrath of God avzdeth on him, and he 
is condemn'd already: not in the World to 
come, for he that believeth not, muſt die in 
his Sins, and periſh everlaſtingly, Thou muſt 
- then 
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then, O Man, hearken unto Goo, and believe 
the Record that he giveth of his Son: Before 
thou canſt be forgiven; and this is the Re- 
cord that Gop giveth of his Son, to as ma- 
ny as receive him, even 10 as many as believe 
on his Name, he giveth Power or (Sui 
Privilege, to become the Sons of Gop : but 
they who believe not, make Gop a Liar; neg- 
lect the great and only Salvation, and therefore 
can never ſee Life. Yea, bis is ihe Sin which 
can never be forgiven ; becauſe *tis the Na- 
ture and Property thereof, to reſiſt Go Ds 
Spirit, and ſay, We will not have the God- 
man, in whom alone there is Forgiveneſs, to reign 
over us. This is the Diſeaſe which cannot be 
healed, becauſe *tis its Property to refuſe the 
only able Phyſician of Souls, and to reject the 
only and never-failing Remedy : Yea, bereby 
it is that Men do deſpite unto the Spirit of 
Grace, which would teltify unto them of Jesvus. 
bereby they trample upon the Blood of the 
Covenant, which alone cleanſeth from all Sin. 
This is the Sin unto Death, for he that believ- 
eth not, abideth in Death Eternal, even till 
now. This is the Sin concerning which I do 
not ſay that a Man ſhall pray for it, for would 
not his Prayer be Sin and blaſphemous Con- 
tradiction? muſt it not run in this or the like 
Manner? 

O Almighty and everlaſting Gop, tho? 
thou haſt declared that with thee there is no 
variableneſs or Shadow of Turning, yet concern- 
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ing this Unbeliever, be thou changeable : tho? 


thou haſt told us, That there is no other Name, 
but that of Jzsvs, whereby Sinners can be 
ſaved, that he only is the Way, and that 
whoſoever believeth not, muſt periſh everlaſt- 
ingly : yet ſince this Man will not hear the 
repeated Knocks of thy Spirit, the loud Calls 
of thy Providence, the preſſing Invitations of 
thy Miniſters, or the plain Inſtructions of thy 
written Word; fince he will not receive the 
Record that thou haſt given of thy Son; or 
come unto him that he may have Life; ſince 
he will not accept of the alone poſſible Way 
and Method of Salvation : invert the very 
Nature of things, reconcile eſſential Contra- 
dictions, rejudge thine own unerring Juſtice, 
and as the Son of Man repent: yea, Lokp, 
for this Man, make thyſelf a Liar, fave him 
in his Sins, recall the Decree irrevocable, and 
without Holineſs, or a Birth from above, ad- 
mit him to the Regions of Bliſs and Immor- 
tality.” | 

Such, or the like, muſt his Prayer be, who 
prayeth that Gopd would fave any Man in Sin 
and Unbelief; thus abſurd, thus wicked, thus 
blaſphemous, is the Language of every Heart, 
who deſireth to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, in an unrenewed, unconverted, and 
unregenerate State: and ſuch a Prayer ſhould 
have found no Place here, had it not been to 


ſhew its Abomination. . But if ſtill there be 


any 
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any found, who will deny that this is the 
Sin unpardonable, let them firſt overturn what 
is here advanced; and then anſwer the Apoſtolic 
Queſtion: yea, let them tell, if they can tell, 
To whom {ware the LORD that they ſhould net 
enter into bis Reſt, but to them that believed 
not? | 

Eighthly, However deplorable therefore the 
Condition of any Man living may appear to 
be, the Door of Mercy 1s not yet ſhut : let him 
but come to IEsus, and ask for Mercy, let 


him wait upon him, who receiveth Sinners, let 


him but, even againſt Hope, BELIEVE in Hope, 
and he ſhall ſee the Salvation of Gop. This 
is a Truth which 1 had then a glimmering Idea 
of, but am now much more confirm'd there- 
in: yea, this is a Truth I have ſince been 
taught from Heaven; neither ought we to ſay 
of any Man living that he is abſolutely or ir- 
recoverably loſt. Some there are indeed; con- 
cerning whom it may be truly ſaid, It is im- 
impoſſible for all created Nature to renew them 
to Repentance: unto ſome alſo it may appear, 
That it is impoſſible with God, or inconſiſtent 
with his glorious Attributes, for them to be 
forgiven : but that this is poſſible with him; I am 
a living, experimental happy Witneſs. Yea, with 
our God, all things are peſſible, he is juſt, and yet 

the Juſt fer of the Ungodly, in and threugh 

Chriſt Jeſus ; in him Grace and Truth have niet 
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together, Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed 


each other. 


XII. Notwithſtanding my Underſtanding was 
thus enlightened, and I had received a Glimpſe 
of theſe great Truths; yet I now difcern that 
in ſeveral Things I was greatly miſtaken, not 
knowing the * or the Power of Gop. 
For, 

Firſt, I ſuppos'd that I was truly converted; 
nay, I was ſo confident - that I ſcarce ever 
doubted it, quite miſtaking a Degree of Illu- 
mination, for ſpiritual Converfion, and receiv- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt. 

Secondly, I ſuppos'd, I well enough un- 
derſtood Original Sin, when I only had an 
Idea thereof. Judgment, Hell, and Heaven, 
had not yet been revealed in me. | 

Thirdly, being only a Worfhipper in an out- 
ward Court, I too much took the Degree of 


divine Light into the Selfhood, from hence 


there followed igncrantly, and in Unbelief, 
great Zeal, but not according to Knowledge, 
much Smoke, little Light, but leſs true 
Heat. | 

Fourthly, I had an Underſtanding, and that 
from above, that IEsus is the Meſſiah; but 
then it was only after the Hiſtory, and not af 
ter the Myſtery; I knew him after the Fleſh, 
but not after the Spirit z I had not yet EW 
the Holy Ghoſt fnce 1 believed, whereby Chriſt 
15 
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is revealed in me the Hope of Glory. In 
ſhort, I was then too inſenfible that the Kingdom 
of Gop confiſteth in the Power of an endleſs 
Life, and not in Meats, Drinks, Words, Opi- 
nions. 


XIII. Gracious and Mereiful, Long: ſuffer- 
ing, and of great Goodneſs, is the Lord our 
Gop and Saviour; he winks at the times of 
Ignorance, pardons our Faults, corrects our 
Miſtakes, and forgives our Blunders. When 
I reflect, I can now ſee how gently he brought 
me down from that Height of Self-confidence, 
and vain Conceit, whereto I was exalted. He 
did not immediately reveal his Wrath from 
Heaven upon me, but drew me with the Cords 
of his Love, as with the Bands of a Man. 

Firſt, he ſhewed me gently, that, like the 
Prodigal, I had been endeavouring to feed up- 
on the Husks of Words, Opinions, &c. This 
made me love and weep before him. 

Secondly, when asking Direction in a certain 
Matter, he encouraged me by che Word, Ds 
what is in thine Heart, for I am with thee. 

Thirdly, he prepared me for the Sufferings 
he had ordained for me to walk through, by 
impreſſing ſtrongly upon my Mind theſe Words, 
* Ferendo vinces; the Meaning thereof, *tis true, 
I did not at firſt fully comprehend ; and therefore 

then 


Thou ſhalt overcome by Suffering, 
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I then us'd them only as an Antidote againft 
outward Sufferings; the Neceſſity of inward Suf= 
ferings, being as yet hid from mine Eyes. 

Fourthly, He prepared me for inward Suf- 
ferings, by feeding my Soul, as it were, with 
Milk, and much Conſolation ; he directed me 
into a patient, quiet, inward Waiting upon 
him, from whence flow'd Light, Love, and 
Power. 


1 


XIV. At this Time my Experience ſeem'd 
to be that of a Quietiſt, and the Books I chiefly 
delighted to read, were, Method of 
Prayer, ——— Spirit of Prayer, Sc. My 
moſt ardent Petitions, were, LorRD give me 
divine Wiſdom, unwearied Patience, unal- 
terable Meekneſs, and a Defire to be the leaſt 
and Servant of all. The Truths which I moſt 
conſtantly inculcated were; GoD is Love. 
The Kingdom of Heaven is within, Gop, 
and the Things of Gop can only be known 
by the Revelation of his own Spirit. It is 
good that a Man ſhould patiently wait, and 
quietly hope to ſee the Salvation of God. Ho- 
lineſs and Happineſs are inſeparable. And I 
was ſtedfaſtly perſwaded that whereunto ſoever 
any one hath attained, ihe moſt abſolute Refigna- 
tion to the divine Will, and the moſt earneſt Hun- 
ger and Thirſt after all Righteouſneſs, is the beſt 
Preparation for underſtanding more deeply and 
explicitly the Truths of a righteous and holy God. 
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XV. I believe that Fleſh and Blood did 


not reveal theſe Truths unto me; but I now 


diſcern, that at this Time, I knew not the whole? 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus; I not only was igno- 
rant of many Things, but erred in ſome, not 
herein knowing the Scriptures, and the Power 
of Gop. For, | 

Firſt, That God is Love, I now, as well as 
then, acknowledge and experience : but that 
GOD is a conſuming Fire alſo: I was ignorant. 
(Though ſince, for a little while, according to 
this Principle, he hath alſo manifeſted himſelf 
unto me.) 1 then therefore greatly erred in 
denying Wrath, or vindiftive Fuſtice, to be in 
Gop 3 in ſuppoſing that Hell is only a State of 
Separation from God; that Wrath is only that 
which is awakened in the Creature, and that 
from God no Vengeance is, or ſhall be poured 
down upon Sinners. For thus as I thought, 
I ftrongly argued. * Firſt, Scripture faith po- 
fitively, God is Love, and negatively, Fury is 
not in him : therefore (faid I) no Wrath or Fury is 
in God, or can come from him. But again, (ſaid I) 
God is unchangeable, if therefore Wrath, An- 
ger, or vindictive Juſtice be in Gop once, it 
muſt be always ſo; but Wrath or Fury, is not 


always in him, therefore never. And not on- 


ly ſo, but Gop is every where ; if Wrath then 
be in Gop, it muſt be every where, and burn 
© up 
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up the whole Creation; but it is not ſo, there- 
fore there is no Wrath in Gop. And as (ſaid 
I) to thoſe Scriptures, which ſpeak of the 
Wrath and Anger of Gop, they are to be un- 


derſtood, not -as though there is really Wrath 
in God, or that he is really diſpleaſed; but 


that Wrath is only awakened in the Crea- 
ture, and that to Souls thus circumſtanc'd, 
it appeareth that Gop is angry or diſpleaſed, 
when in realily the Anger, Wrath, or vindictive 


Juſtice, is only in and from themſelves.” 


Thus I reaſoned, but not aright; and what 


confirmed me in this erroneous Reaſoning was, 


tho? I found ſome that did deny it, yet I found 
none that could or would overturn itz none 


who knew how to detect this vain Deceit and 
ſubtil Sophiſtry ; none that I met with, Books 


or Men, were able to confute this falſe Philo- 
iophy. 


XVI. But that which I then counted Wiſ- 
dom, I now count Folly : 1 now diſcern that 
the weakeſt Reaſoning of the eternal Word, the 
divine (Ace Reaſon, is more than adequate 
(reg 2204pe0w) to the Subverſion of ourſtrongeſt 
Holds and moſt ſubtil (2:9) Reaſonings: 
vea, I now ſee he is able to bring every Thought 
into Captivity, to the Obedience of himſelf, 
and that even the Feoliſhneſs of Gop is too 
hard ior the Wiſdom of Men: for what Men 
and Books could not, that could he with all 
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Facility, when the Sin-convincing Spirit came, 
then I well underſtood, in ſpite of all my for- 
mer Dulneſs and Stupidity, that Gop hath in 
ſtore vindictive Fuftice, Wrath, or Vengeance, to 
pour down upon Sinners : yea, then he taught 
me to anſwer mine own Arguments, and to 
overturn this falſe Philoſophy. 

For, firſt, though the Scripture doth pofi- 
tively ſay that God is Love, it alſo doth po- 
ſitively and ſolemnly declare, that GOD is a 
conſuming Fire; and that, though Hand join in 
Hand, the Wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed. 
Is it not written, Vengeance is mine, I will re- 
pay, faith the Lox D? And again, The Wrath 
of Gop is revealed from Heaven (not merely 
from the Sinner) upon all Ungodlineſs ? *Tis 
true, that with Regard to his Vineyard, or his 
People, Gop, by the Prophet, faith (Jaiab 
xxvii) Fury is not in me, with Regard to the 
Spiritual Sons of Jacob and David; it is truly 
faid, that his Mercies and Compaſſions fail not, 
and therefore they are not conſumed : to them 
all his Diſpenſations are mere Mercy, he chaſ- 
tens them from his Love, and for their Profit: 
and though he viſit their Tranſgreſſion with a 
Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes, yet ne- 
wertheleſs his Loving-kindneſs he will not utterly 
take. from them, nor ſuffer his Faithfulneſs to 
fail: but with Regard to the Wicked, it is 
written (Fer. vii.) Thus faith the Lox D, Gop, 


Behold, upon them mine Anger and my Fury 
G 2 ſhall 
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ſhall be poured out, and it ſhall burn, and 
ſhall not be quenched. And again, concern- 


ing the Man that bleſſeth himſelf in his Heart, 


faying, I ſhall have Peace, though I walk in 
the Imagination of mine Heart, to add Drunk- 
enneſs to Thirſt : the ever-living and true Gop 
doth molt ſolemnly proteſt and declare (Deut. 
XXIx.) that he will not ſpare him, but that his 
Anger and Jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt him, 
that all the Curſes that are written in his Book, 
ſhall lie upon him; that he will ſeparate him 
unto Evil, and blot out his Name from under 
Heaven. So that unto me, from Scripture, 
as well as Experience, it is now clearly ma- 
nifeſt, that in Gop there is vindiftive Juſ- 
tice, and that to all, who are not in CHR 18 T, he 
is a conſuming Fire. 

But again, that Gop is unchangeable, as to 
his Nature, is alſo certain, but he is unchange- 
able in all his Attributes; he is not only un- 
changeably mercifu!, but alſo unchangeably true 
and juſt ; yea, he is eſſentially and unchange- 
ably a conſuming Fire, as well as pure Light 
and Love; and to ſuppoſe no Wrath, or vin- 
dictive Juſtice in Gop, becauſe he is unchange- 
able, and eſſential Love, is juſt as abſurd, as 
to ſuppoſe that the bleſſed God-Man, our dear 
Redeemer, who is now the Saviour of all Men, 
but eſpecially of them that believe, ſhall never 


Judge the World, never take Vengeance on. 
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them who obey not the Goſpel, becauſe he 
is the ſame, Yeſterday, To-day, and for- 
ever. | 

And, as to the laſt deceitful Argument, 
which would prove, that there is no Wrath, 
or vindictive Juſtice in Gob, from his Omni- 
preſence : will it not juſt as well prove, that 
there is no Love or Mercy in God ? Thus 
Gop is every where; if Almighty Love then 
be in God, it muſt be every where; and make 
the whole Creation, Men and Devils happy : 
but it is not ſo, therefore in Gop no Love. 
This is a vain, wicked, abſurd Argument, 
and ſo conſequently is the other. Thus, I think, 
it is manifeſt, that Wrath, as well as Mercy, 
comes from Go, that though he be gracious 
and merciful, long-ſuffering, and of great good- 
neſs; yet he is alſo juſt, and will by no Means 
clear the Guilty; that he is angry with the 
Wicked every Day, however it may appear to 
them: And if they turn not, he will whet bis 
Sword of vindictive Juſtice ; yea, he hath already 
bent his Bow, and made it ready. But that I may 
the more effectually overturn this falſe Philo- 
ſophy and vain Deceit, which 1s ſtill too pre- 
dominant in this our Day, I ſhall in a few 
Particulars, endeavour to point out 1ts na- 


tural Tendency and pernicious Confequences. 
And, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, This Doctrine makes Gop a neceſſary 
Agent, and tends to deſpoil him of his So- 
yereign Grace, and perfect Freedom; who will 
have Mercy upon whom he will have Mergy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth, For if there 
be no Wrath, no vindictive Juſtice in Gop, if 
he loves all the Creation, and muſt love ne- 
ceſſarily, then is Salvation not of Gop's Free- 
will and Grace, but of Man's Will; then may 
the Pride of fallen, ſinful Man, ſay, My Sal- 
vation is not merely of Gop's free Grace and 
Mercy; he is no more merciful unto me, than 
he is to the Devils and damned Spirits; he 
is neceſfarily all pure Love, all mere Mercy 
to all Nature and Creature, and the Reaſon 
why I am happy, and the Devils not, is only 
this, I freely will to be happy, and therefore turn 
to God, in whom there is true Happineſs, he 
freely wills, to be miſerable, and therefore turns 
from bim, who is nothing but Love to him, 
and every Creature.” Oh ! how doth this 
exalt the Pride of Man, rob Gop of his Glory, 
and repreſent him, as the Epicureans did of 
old, as having at preſent but very little Con- 
cern or Buſineſs, either in the Salvation of 
Mankind, or the Damnation of Devils, and ac- 
curſe] Spirits: ſurely *tis a dangerous and An- 
ti-ſcriptural Doctrine: for Salvation is not of 
Man that wil/etb, or of Man that runneth, but 
of GoD that ſheweth Mercy. 


Se- 


C 


. 
9 
r 
75 
#0 
2 5 

3 7 
Wo 
I» 
by 
3 
12 
KBs 


[ 703 ] 


Secondly, To ſuppoſe that there is no Wrath, 
or vindictive Juſtice in Gop, is alſo highly 
derogatory to his ſovereign, infinite Power, and 
Wiſdom : for if he be only Love to all created 
nature, might not the Devils and accurſed Spi- 
rits, ſay to the bleſſed, he loves us, as well 
as you, and would find out a Way for our Sal- 
vation, would make us alſo happy, but all his 


Power and Wiſdom cannot. Surely this is 


Blaſphemy; yea, ſuch Blaſphemy, as I believe, 
the Devils are not guilty of. 

Thirdly, Unto this Doctrine our Saviour ſaith, 
Get thee bebind me, Satan; becauſe it takes away 
the Neceſſity of his Death at Jeruſalem, and 
renders the Propitiation and Satisfaction he hath 
made for our Sins, of no Value : for if there 
be no Wrath cut f Man to pacify, if there 
be no vindictive Juſtice in Gop to ſatisfy; an 
inward Application only, without an outward 
Atonement, would have been ſufficient, and 
Gop would have cured our Diſeaſe, as a lov- 
ing Parent, or good Phyſician doth his Child 
when he hath broken his Leg : but this is not 
the Caſe ; Man by Sin hath not only contracted 
a Diſeaſe, but alſo a Debt to infinite Juſtice, 
which muſt be cancelled, otherwiſe the Diſeaſe 
cannot be juſtly cured z; and therefore God hath 
ſaid, to the Sword of his vindictive Juſtice, 
Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, and a- 
gainſt the Man that is my Fellow. In him, that 
is, his well-beloved Son, hath he condemned 

and 
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and puniſhed our Sin, that all the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
are in him, and who walk not after the Fleſh, 
but after the Spirit. And not only Gop's 
Love, but alſo his Anger, Wrath, or vindictive 
Juſtice againſt Sin, is hereby declared and ma- 
nifeſted unto us, in that he gave his Son to be 
the Propitiation for our Sins. 

Fourthly, This Doctrine tends effectually to 
baniſh from amongſt Men,, the Fear of God, 
and make them Deſpiſers of his righteous Judg- 
ments. For notwithſtanding it is clearly evi- 
dent, to thoſe who have Eyes to ſee, that he 
hath poured down his Judgments upon ſome 
Sinners in every Age, (that all the World might 
know that though he be a long-ſuffering, yet 
he is alſo a ſin-hating, ſelf-avenging God) yet 
ſuppoſing this Error to be true, might not 
Men juſtly ſay, © No, no: Gop never was, 
nor never will be angry againſt any Man : and 
as to what are commonly call'd Judgments, 
either *twas only a mere Chance that happen'd 
unto them, or at leaſt *twas mere Mercy.” 
What! was it mere Mercy that deftroyd the 
World in Sin, as well as ſav'd Noah and his 
Family? Was it Love, mere Love to the So- 
domites, that by Fire and Brimſtone ſent them 
into everlaſting Burnings, as well as ſent righ- 
teous Lot out of the midſt of the Overthrow ? 
was no vindictive Juſtice manifeſt to Korah, 
Datham and Abiram, and their Company, when 

the 
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the Earth opened her Mouth and ſwallowed up 
theſe Sinners againſt Gop, his People, and 
their own Souls? Was there nothing but mere 
Love to theſe, as well as to Moſes, and the 
reſt of his People? ſuch a Suppoſition, I think, 
is big with Blaſphemy and Abſurdity. 

Fifthly, and laſtly, As Gop doth even here 
viſibly puniſh ſome Sinners, leſt the World 
ſhould ſay, there is no God : fo alſo there are 
others, which in this World appear to flouriſh 
and proſper, left they ſhould have Reaſon to 
ſay, He hath appointed no final Day wherein 
he will judge the World. But to ſuppoſe 
that in Gop there is no vindictive Juſtice, na- 
turally tends, not only to exclude Gop's Go- 
vernment of this World, and to baniſh his 
Judgments out of the Earth; but alſo to re- 
move the Belief of a final Judgment from the 
Hearts of Men : conſequently to take away 
all Fear of Gop from before their Eyes; and 
open a Door to a corrupted Nature, for all man- 
ner of Libertiniſm, Immoralitv and Profane- 
neſs. For if the Wicked are once brought 
ſtedfaſtly to believe this Doctrine, they may 
fin, as it were, with a Cart-Rope, then wipe 
their Mouths, and ſay, Tuſh, Gop careth 
not for it, he is never angry, he is nothing 
but mere Mercy; yea, From this unbounded 
Source of Goodneſs and Perfection, nothing but 
infinite Streams of Bleſſing are perpetually ficuwing 
forth upon all Nature and Creature.“ And 

when 
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when they are told that Gop hath appointed 
a Day wherein he will judge the World, and 
take Vengeance on all them who obey not 
the Goſpel : may not they naturally reply : 
< Tuſh, tuſh, Gop is all Love and muſt be 
ſo; we are ſo wiſe as to know, that in Gop, 
there neither is, will, or can be, any Vengeance 
or vindictive Juſtice ; and therefore, all thoſe 
Scriptures which ſpeak of Gop's pouring down 
Vengeance and Fury upon his Enenues, that 
his Anger and Jealouſy ſhall ſnoke againſt them, 
and that he will turn the Wicked, and all that 
forget Gop, into Hell; are not to be thus un- 
derſtood : that is, they are not real Truths, but 
only a cunningly deviſed Fable.” And now, 
I think, *tis clearly manifeſt, that this is falſe 
Philoſophy, vain Deceit, and pernicious Doc- 
trine; that it naturally tends to exalt the Pride 
of Man, and deſpoil Gop of his glorious At- 
tributes 3 that it takes away the Neceſſity of 
our bleſſed Redeemer's Death, baniſhes the 
Fear of Gop out of the World, and the Be- 
lief of a future, final Judgment. But though 
this be its natural tendency, I do not fay, 
that it doth neceſarily produce all thoſe Effects 
in them who hold it: No, I believe that the 
Hearts of ſome of its chief Abettors, like 
Peter's, when under like Experience, are honeſt, 
and in a Meaſure, may be called devout Men; 
yea, there are ſome here, whom for many things, 
I greatly reſpect and lonour. But with regard 
to 


* 

* * 
* 

* 
Ce: I 
1 * 
ot, 
2 
1 
. 


« a 
* 

* k 

wy 
bs x 
7 

4 T 
1 5 
os 
. 
Wa 
N 7 
. 


[ 107 ] 


to this, their Doctrine, I muſt ſay as our blef- 
ſed Redeemer did unto Peter: Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan; for thou ſavoureſt not the 
things that be of Gop, but the things that be 
of Men: “ that is, thou knoweſt not the Ne- 
ceſſity, thou ſeeſt not the Value of our Saviour's 
Sufferings and Death at Jeruſalem. Oh!] that 
all the Propagaters hereof may know, and 
with me, retract their Error! Oh! that they, 
that all, may kiſs the Son, leſt be be angry, and ſo 
they periſh from the right Ii ay, when his Wrath is 
kindled, yea but a little; bleſſed are all they that 
put their Truſt in him. 


XVII. Neither did I at this Time err herein 
only, but alſo, in my Heart at leaſt, with re- 
gard to every other Truth: yea, I did but 
diſcern them very imperfectiy, I did not know 
the whole Truth, as it is in IESsus. Thus, 

Firſt, That the Kingdom of Heaven is within, 
is a Truth; but that it is without alſo, I had 
not yet experimentally diſcovered :- and there- 
fore frequently imagined, that *tis only within, 
only a State: but now, bleſſed be Gop, I know 
that 'tis both a State and a Place; and that 
in my heavenly Father's Houſe, are many Man- 
ions. | 

Secondly, That Gop, and the things of Gon, 
can only be known by his ewn Spirit, 1s alſo 
an eternal Truth; but then herein I erred : I 
ſuppoſed that I had already received be Holy 

EE Ghoſt, 


[ 108 ] 


Ghoſt, the promiſed Comforter, whereby I did 
rightly and clearly know Gop, and the things of 
Gop 3 whereas in Truth, I then only had a 
Ray thereof, or a Manifeſtation of that Spi- 


_ rit, which is given to every Man to profit with- 


all : 2tis true ( as many can witneſs ) at this 
Time, I did therew:th greatly profit, and ex- 
perience much inward Comfort; inſomuch that 
I ſometimes ſaid in my Heart, Tis good for 
me to be here: but it was, becauſe J knew not 


what I ſaid. 


Thirdly, That Holineſs and Happineſs are in- 
ſeparable, is alſo another eternal Truth ; but then 
herein I alſo greatly erred. Firſt I knew not ex- 
perimentally the Nature of true Holineſs, and how 
we are made holy by Faith, which is in CHRIST 
Jesvs. I ſaw not the Neceſſity of his recon- 
ciling our moſt ſpiritual Actions: I underſtood 
not that he bears the Iniquity of cur holy things, 
Secondly, I ſuppoſed that every one that was holy, 
was in his Soul always ſenſibly happy; whereas 
I now know the contrary : for our dear Redeemer 
was always holy, but not always in his Soul 
ſenſibly happy: no, the very Soul of his Suf- 
ferings were thoſe of his Sou! : witneſs his 
Agony and bloody Sweat; witneſs his repeated 
Prayer, and ſorrowful Teſtimony in the Gar- 
den; and laſtly, that ſorrowful and heart- pierc- 
ing Cry upon the Croſs, Lama, Lama, Sabac- 
thani; that is to ſay, My God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken ine? And now I ſee that it 
18 
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is ſufficient for the Diſciple, that he, in his 


Meaſure, be as his Maſter, and the Servant 


as his Lord. Now I believe all that ſhall here- 
after enter into his Glory, ſhall Here drink of 
his Bitter Cup, and be baptized with his Fery 
Baptiſm. Again, *tis true, the Man that en- 
dureth Temptation is pronounced happy ; not 
ſenſibly ſo: for no Temptation for the preſent 
is ſcyons, but grievous : but he is happy in God's 
Account : he is happy in this, that when he 
is tried, he ſhall come forth as Gold, that is 
ſeven times purified in the Fire. This Error, 
concerning Holineſs and Happineſs, mightily 
fed the inward Phariſee and ſpiritual Self in 
me; for when I ſaw any Diſciple of the in- 
ward Croſs, in Heavineſs, through manifold 
Temptations, I was wont in my Heart to fay. 
Poor Things, they are thus unhappy becauſe 
they will not ſimply believe, and inwardly and 
quietly wait upon the Lokp, as I do.,“ When 


at the ſame Time they were far more advanc'd 


in the School of CHRISH than 1, they were 
fed with ſtrong Meat, but J cnly with Milk; 
and notwithſtanding their Sorrow, Heavineſs, 
and fiery Trials, theſe Diſciples of the inward 
Croſs, have true Reaſon to rejoice, inaſmuch 
as they are counted worthy to be Partakers of 
the Sufferings of CurIsT. 

Fourthly, That a Man ſhould patiently wait, 
and guietly hope to ſee the Salvation of Gop, 
is alſo another real and uſeful Truth: but here- 


1 


"Jew 1 
in alſo I was miſtaken : I ſuppoſed that I /pz- 
ritually knew the Lorp's CHRIST, and that 
I had already thus ſeen the Salvation of Gop, 
but as yet I had not ſpiritually come to CHRIST, 
he had not been reveal'd from Heaven in me, the 
Hope of Glory. | | 

Fifthly, That the moſt abſolute Refgnation to 
the divine Will, and the moſt earneſt Hunger 
and Thirſt after all Righteouſneſs, is the beſt Pre- 
paration for the receiving of divine Wiſdom, is 
alſo infallibly certain. But, alas! at this Time, 
I did but, in a very low Degree, underſtand 
this, By Reſignation, abſolute, I only meant 
a Reſignation partial; a Reſignation under out- 
ward Croſſes of Body or Eſtate : but as yet, 
I knew not the inward Croſs, nor even thought 
of being called to Reſignation here alſo: as 
yet, I had no Fellowſhip with our dear Re- 
deemer in that agonizing Prayer, If it be poſ- 
ſible, let this Cup paſs from me, nevertheleſs, 
not my Will, but thine be done, But now I know, 
(as one, I think, nearly thus expreſles it) Tis 
no ſuch great matter to be reſign*d and confident 
under the outward Croſs, when we are en- 
courag'd with inward Joy or Peace: but then 
to ſtick faſt to CHRISTH, and his ſure Word, 
then to be patient and reſign'd when we have 
apparently againſt us Senſe and Reaſon, Fleſþ 
and Blood, Fears and Feeling, Heaven, Earth, 
Hell and all Creatures; that is the Faith indeed : 
there 


2 


n 


there is the true Splendor of that heavenly 
Jewel.“ Thus, in ſhort, in every Truth that 
I held, I erred ; not holding altogether accord- 
ing to Godlineſs, and as it is in Jesvs, 


XVIII. I now ſee how far a Man may go, 
and yet his Day of Pentecoſt not be truly come, 
or he not ſpirituaily come to CyrIsT. For 
is he baptized, and therefore called a Chriſ- 
tian? So was I. Is he of the Church of Eng- 
land? So was I. Is he amongſt thoſe of its 
Members, who are deem'd the moſt ſtri& and 
zealous Profeſſors of her Doctrine? So was TI. 
Doth he aſſent to, and ſuppoſe that he believes 
all the Truths of the Bible? So did I. Doth 
he abſtain from all outward Evil, and that not 
only for Wrath, but for Conſcience Sake ? So 
did I. Doth he gladly embrace every Oppor- 
tunity of doing, according to his Ability, what 
are called Acts of Juſtice, Mercy and Piety ? 
So did I. Doth he not only conſcientiouſly 
abſtain from Evil, and do Good, but alſo pa- 
tiently and Joyfully ſuffer for 'Truth's Sake? 
So did I ; in Name, Body, and Eftate : and 
alſo willingly left Country, Parents, Friends, 
for a Conſcience void of Offence. Is he a 
Clergyman called of God and allow'd of Man? 
So was I, Yea, I am verily perſwaded that I 
was moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take the 
holy Office upon me. Is he according to his 
Light and the Ability that Gop giveth, a diligent 
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and zealous Preacher of Truth, an Aſſerter 
and Maintainer of the Doctrine of Juſtification 
by Faith, as it appear'd from the Articles of 
our Church, and St. Paul's Epiſtles? ſo was 
I. And that publickly and privately, in Sea- 
ſon and out of Seaſon. Is his Miniſtry in ſome 
Degree bleſs'd? So was mine: ſome have been 
converted; many of Gop's People comforted ; 
and moſt that heard, in ſome Meaſure, edi- 
fied. Doth he Guta receive the Sacra- 
ment of the Lok p's Supper, and adminiſter 
both that and Baptiſm ? So did I. The one, 
J generally received once a Week, and fre- 
quently oftner; and adminiſtered both, when di- 


vine Providence called me thereto. Doth he viſit 


the Sick and impriſon'd? So did J. Doth he 
not only ſpeak with his Mouth, but alſo fee! 


in his Heart, what he prayeth or preacheth ? 


I alſo taſted of the good Word of Gop, felt 
the Powers of the World to come, and prayed, 
and preached in Demonſtration thereof (as ma- 
ny can teſtify) and have often ſaid with the 
Philoſopher, Such only are fit to ſpear for God, 
who have God in them. And with one of the 
Fathers, All Prayer is Lukewarm, that hath not 
an Inſpiraton preceeding it. And laſtly, Doth 
he in all this appear both to himſelf and o- 
thers, free from all ſelfiſh Views, worldly De- 
ſigns, and defire to be of a real, humble Spi- 
rit? So alſo can I truly ſay for ſome Months 


My 


GEE 


My only End (as far as I then knew myſelf) 
was to glorify Gop, and my hearty Deſire for 
CnrisT's Sake, to be the Servant of all. And 
yet at the ſame time in Matters of Conſci- 
ence reſolved to follow no Man farther than my 
Judgment was convinced. I was mindful of 
that Word of our bleſſed Redeemer, Call nd 
Man Rabbi: and therefore cry'd with David, 
I ill hear what the Lord God ſaith. Being 
fully perſwaded of the Truth of this Promiſe, 
Ye hall all be taught of God. I knew, even 
now, that if I continued in his Word, I ſhould 
more deeply and fully know the Truth, and 
thereby be made more free. In ſhort, I verily 
believe (and know that I have ſufficient Grounds 
for ſo believing) that I even then was, what 
in Scripture is frequently term'd a Righteous 
Man. That I had a Faith which, in ſome De- 
gree, purifies the Heart, produces Repentance, 
a good Conſcience, and Fruits declarative there- 
of. That I was in ſome Meaſure ſpiritually 
ingrafted into the true Vine, and brought into 
the ſpiritual Church, even as the Diſciples be- 
fore their Day of Pentecoſt were. Like them 
I did ſo effectually know CnrisT, as thereby 
to have eſcaped the Pollutions that are in the 
World thro* Luſt. I was in a Meaſure clean, 
thro? the Word ſpoken unto me, or ſanctified 
by the Blood of the Covenant. I was now a 
Partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the Fruits 
thereof; that is, I had a Ray or Manifeſtation 

H there- 
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thereof to profit withal. But, as yet, my Day 
of Pentecoſt was not fully come; I had not then 
received the Holy Ghoſt fince J believed, even 
that Spirit of Truth, which bringeth to my Re- 
membrance, and unfoldeth the things which 
our Saviour before had told me. That Spirit 
which ſealeth me unto the Day of Redemption, 
and leadeth me into Truth. That Spirit which 
was myſtically with me, but now is in me. That 
Spirit whereby I am aſſured that my Gop will 
never leave me, nor forſake me: That Spirit 
by whoſe Power I am kept through Faith of 
his Operation; ſo that I believe I ſhall never 
leave him nor forſake him. That Comforter which 
is given for this very End and Purpoſe (Truth 
hath ſaid it, and I believe it) that he may a- 
bide with me for ever. And though Devils, 
Men, Saints, Angels, all Creatures, and even 
mine own Heart alſo ſay, thou art damned, 
I will not believe them, but rely on the ſure 
Promiſe and Goodneſs of my Gop, and ſtand 
upright: yea, though the Heavens and Earth 
ruſh down and paſs away, though my Heart 
fail, Fleſh decay, Soul and Body be ready to 
break in Pieces, and all Nature fink beneath 
me; yet by the Power of divine Almighty Faith, 
IT will implunge myſelf into the Death and 
Sufferings of my dear Redeemer, and there I 
ſhall well abide : yea, in my Lord, my God, 
my Saviour, I ſhall be ſafe till the Storm be 


Over- 
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overpaſt, and I again triumph in him, who is 
my Strength and my Song, and is become my 
everlaſting Salvation, 262 


1 Now I have found the Ground wherein 
Sure my Soul's Anchor ſhall remain, 


The Wounds of ]esvs for my Sin 
Before the World's Foundation ſlain: 

Whoſe Mercy ſhall unſhaken ſtay, 

When Heaven and Earth are fled away, 


2 Father thine everlaſting Grace 
Our ſcanty Thoughts ſurpaſſes far : 
Thy Heart ſtill melts with Tenderneſs, 
Thy Arms of Love ſtill open are, 
The worſt of Sinners to receive, 


That Mercy they may taſte and live. 


3 O Love, thou bottomleſs Abyſs! 
My Sins are ſwallow'd up in thee: 
Cover'd is my Unrighteouſneſs, 
From Condemnation now I'm free, 
While ]zsvu's Blood thro' Earth and Skies, 
Mercy, free boundleſs Mercy cries ! 


4 By Faith I plunge me in this Sea; 
Here is my Hope, my Joy, my Reſt! 
- Hither, when Hell aſſails, I flee, 
I look into my Saviour's Breaſt ; 
Away, fad Doubt and anxious Fear! 


Mercy is all that's written there. | 
H 3 5 Tho' 
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5 Tho' Waves and Storms go o'er my Head, 
Tho? Health, and Strength, and Friends, 
(be gone, 
Tho? Joys be wither'd all, and dead, 
Tho! every Comfort be withdrawn, 
Stedfaſt on this, my Soul relies, 
Father, thy Mercy never dies. 


6 Fix'd on this Ground, will I remain, 
Tho' my Heart fail, and Fleſh decay: 
This Anchor ſhall my Soul ſuſtain, 
When Earth's Foundations melt away 3 
Mercy's full Power I then ſhall prove, 


Lov'd with an everlaſting Love. 


XIX. It appears to me from Scripture, as 
well as Experience, that there are divers Diſ- 
penſations, but the ſame Spirit: The Kingdom of 


Heaven confiſteth of varicus Degrees, and different 


Manſions. This is true, whether by the King- 
dom of Heaven we underſtand, the outward Pro- 
feſſors of Religion, and their Privil:ges. The 
incvard Kingdom of Grace: or the Kingdom of Glory. 
(In all which Senſes, the Words in Scripture are 
frequently uſed.) As Face anſwers to Face in 
a Glaſs, fo do theſe reſpectively anſwer each 
other. Thus, The outward Privileges of Re- 


| ligion, from Adam to Meſes, were leaſt, from 


Moſes to Chriſt greater, and from Chriſt to the 
Reſiitution of all things, greateſt. Again, to 
| be 


aw 


— 


* 
— 


1 

be a ſpiritual or enlighten'd Heathen, as So- 
crates, Plato or Cornelius, (before he heard of 
Peter,) is one Degree or Diſpenſation of Grace. 
To be a ſpiritual or enlighten'd Je, and with 
Peter and the other Diſciples, before the Day of 
Pentecoſt, to believe and acknowledge, that Jzsus 
is the Meſſiah, though not /piritualy come, is 
a greater. But to be a ſpiritual Chriſtian, to 
have CHRIST the exalted God-Man revealed 
in us from Heaven, and to be ſealed with the 
Holy Spirit. of Promiſe unto the Day of the 
Redemption of this vile Body, 1s the laſt and 
moſt perfect Diſpenſation of Grace. He that 
is feeble here, ſhall be as David, and he that 
is ſtrong, in the Houſe of David, ſhall be, as 
God, as the Angel of the Loxp before them. 
For it may be obſerved, every Diſpenſation ad- 
mits of a Growth therein: and moreover, that 
each of them is in ſome Sort and Degree ex- 
perienced by a ſpiritual Chriſtian, ſo that in this 
Senſe, he is, as it were, a Microcoſm, or little 
World. But again, he that dies a ſpiritual 
Heathen, may receive a Degree of Glory, he 
that dies a ſpiritual Jew, a greater; but doubt- 
leſs, he that dies a ſpiritual Chriſtian, greateſt, 
Yet every Veſſel ſhall be full of Glory; each 
as happy as he is capable: and here alſo every 
Capacity and State, admits of Increaſe ; each 
may fink deeper and deeper into the infinite 
Ocean of Love, and new Scenes of Happineſs 
and Wonder be diſplay'd to all Eternity, Thus 

in 
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in every Reſpet may the Chriſtian ſay, con- 


cerning the Jews and Heathens; they without 
us could not be perfect. And that the Height, 
and Depth, and Length, and Breadth of the 
Love of God in CHRIST JEsvs paſſeth Know- 
ledge. | 

But I think this Doctrine of various Diſpen- 
ſations, and the ſuperior Privileges of the 
laſt, will be more fully manifeſt, if we con- 
fider, 

Firſt, That the Privileges of the latter Days 
are frequently ſpoken of by the Prophets, as 
the greateſt: and that we are in the laſt Days, 
wherein thoſe Privileges are enjoyed, as is 
ey prov*d and declar'd by St. Peter, As 

— 6. 

Secondly, That our Saviour himſelf, even 
before the Holy Ghoſt was given, faith unto 
them that heard him : Many Prophets and righte- 
ous Men have defir'd to hear and ſee the things 


which ye have beard and ſeen, and have not 


Beard and ſeen them, And that he aſſigns unto 
thoſe thay repented not, greater Condemnation 
than to So.lom and Gomorrah, Tyre and Sidon; 
becauſe they abus'd and rejected greater Plivie 
leges. 

Thirdly, That this is true, eſpecially with 
regard to the Kingdom of Grace, is manifeſt 
from various Parables of our Lox D; particu- 
larly from that of the Grain of  Muſtard-/eed. 
The little Leaven hid in three Meaſures of Meal. 

The 
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The Parable of the one, two, and five Talents. 

And other Scriptures. And with regard to 
Glory, it is evident from the Words of our 
Saviour, In my Father's Houſe are many Man- 
ons; and I go to prepare a Place for you. And 
from thoſe of St. Paul. As one Star differeth from 
another Star in Glory, fo alſo is the Reſurrection of 
the Dead. And again, I knew a Man in CHRIST, 
caught up into the third Heaven. 

But laſtly, That there are various Diſpen- 
ſations of Grace, and different Manſions of 
Glory, may be prov'd from the Books of Mo- 
fes ; and the Nature of the Jewiſh Tabernacle: 
for doth not Gov command Moſes (Exod. xxv.) 
concerning the Tabernacle and the Inſtruments 
thereto belonging. See that thou make every 
thing exactly according to the Pattern that was 
ſhewed thee in the Mount. And wherefore this 
Command? But as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
juſtly argues; Becauſe theſe were the Example 
and Shadow of Heavenly Things. If ſo, then we 
know that firſt was the outward Court, or Court 
of the Gentiles, whereunto all thoſe who would 
only promiſe Obedience to the ſeven * Pre- 
cepts of Noah; all the uncircumciſed Worſhip- 

pers 


* The Commandments given to the Sons of Noah, are 
an Abridgment of the Law of Nature, and are gene- 
rally plac'd in this Order, 

Firſt, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but the Maker 
only of Heaven and Earth. 1 
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pers of the true Gop, term'd by the Fes, 
Proſelytes of the Gate, were admitted. Hereby 
was ſhadow'd, the outward State of the Church, 

(in 


II. Thou ſhalt remember to ſerve the true Gov, the Lord 
of the World, by ſanctifying his Name in the mid of 
thee. 

III. Thou ſhalt not ſhed the Blood of Man, mes after 
the Image of Gov. 

IV. Thou ſhall not defile thy Body, that thou may'ſt be 
fruitful and multiply, and with a Blefling repleniſh the 
Earth. 

V. Thou ſhalt be content with that which thine is, 
and what thou wouldſt not have done to thyſelf, thou 
ſhalt not do to another. 


VI. Thou ſhalt do right Judgment to every one without 
reſpect of Perſons. 


VIL. 'Thou ſhalt not eat the Fleſh, in the wood, nor any 
thing that hath Life, with the Life thereof, 


This 1s the Heptalogue of Noah, or the Seven Words, 


Which, as the Zeros tell us, were deliver'd to him and his 


Sons, and were conſtantly obſerv'd by all the uncircumciſed 
Worſhippers of the true Gop. Bibliotheca, Bib. Occas. Annot. 
15. Vel. 1. as quoted by Stactbouſe in his Hiſtory of the 
Bible. 

What may be obſerv'd from this i is, 

Since Abſtinence from Blood, is a poſitive Precept, both 
under the Gentile and Fetoiſbꝰ Diſpenſation: fince alſo it 
ſeem'd good unto the Holy Ghoſt and to the Apoſtles aſ- 
fembled in Council at Feru/a/em, to command both Few and 
Gentile Converts to Chriſtianity, to abſtain therefrom ; by 
what Authority do ſome call'd Chriſtians eat it? Where or 
when was this poſitive Precept repeal'd ? I muſt confeſs, I 
know not: therefore till theſe Queſtions be anſwer'd to 
my Satisfaction, I ſhall not, by the Grace of * know- 
ingly eat it. | 
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(in which Senſe the Words, Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, are us'd in the Parable of the ten Virgins) 
from Alam to Moſes, and alſo the ſpiritual 
Heathen, and their State of Grace and Glory, 
through CarisT JEsvs, the true Light, the 
univerſal Saviour, the bringer of Life to all; 

and therefore ordain'd to be the Judge of all, 
both Quick and Dead. 

Secondly, was the Sanctuary, or Holy Place, 
where the Jews or Circumciſion worſhipped. 
Hereby was ſhadow'd the Jewiſh Church, or 
that Diſpenſation from Moſes to CHRISTH, and 
alſo the inward ſpiritual Fews, and their State 
of Grace and Glory. 

Laſtly, Next to this, and ſeparated here- 
from, by a Vail, was the Sanctum Sanflorum, 
or the Holy of Holies ; hither the High- 
Prieit, alone, enter'd once a Year, and that 
not without Blood, for himſelf and the Peo- 
ple. Hereby was ſignified the Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation, or that outward State of the Church, 
from CHRISH to the Reſtitution of all things. 
Hereby alſo was typified the Spiritual Chriſ- 
tians, thoſe who have had the Vail rent from 
their Hearts; thoſe who have been baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, and in whom 
CHnRisT, the exalted God-Man, hath been re- 
vealed, and their State of Grace and Glory. 
By the Vail, underſtand, that the Way into the 
Holieſt, was not yet made manifeſt. By the 
High-Prieſt, the Type of our great and eter- 

nal 
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nal High-Prieſt, Cur1sT IJ Esus, who having, 


once for all, rent the Vail, that is to ſay his 


Fleſh, by his own Blood, hath enter'd into 
the Heaven of Heavens, to appear in the Pre- 
ſence of Gop for us. At which Time, viz, 
when he, through the eternal Spirit, offered 
himſelf without Spot to Gop for us, the Vail 
of the Jewiſh Temple was rent from the Top 
to the Bottom, and proclaim'd, as it were, a 
* Noverint Univerſi ; the Jewiſh Ditpenſation is 
ended, and that which is perfect is come ; the 
Salvation of Man is wrought out; the Parti- 
tion Wall, betwixt Few and Gentle, is broken 
down; the Holy Ghoſt is purchas'd ; the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, by their Forerunner, is for 
his People taken Poſſeſſion of, and the Holy of 


Holies, in every Reſpecs, laid open to all Be- 


lievers, | 

I might now proceed to ſpeak more parti- 
cularly concerning the Tabernacle and its Ap- 
purtenances, but that being beſides my preſent 


Purpoſe, it may ſuffice that it is clearly prov'd 


both to Jew and Chriſtian, from the Writ- 
ings of the Old and New Teſtament, That the 
Kingdom of Heaven (in every Senſe of the Words) 
hath various Degrees. And now it may not be 
amiſs to confider what Uſe we may make of this 


great Truth. 
IK 


* Rnow all Men. 
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XX. Firſt, Hence we may learn that no 
Man hath been, or ſhall be ſaved, by the Se& 
which he profeſſeth ; but all that are faved, 
ſhall be ſaved by CuhRISTH I xsus, the Miniſter 
of the true Tabernacle, pitched of Gop, whoſe 
Kingdom 1s not in Word or Opmion, but in the 
Power of an endleſs Life. 

| Secondly, Hence alſo we learn to give an 
Anſwer to that Queſtion, M bat is become of 
all the Heathen World, from Adam till nat? 
Did they all inevitably and abſolutely periſh ? 
For, to this it may be anſwered, according to 
Truth, and without any Breach of Charity, 
all that have hid their one Talent in a Nap- 
kin, all that have rejected the irue Light which 
lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, 
muſt periſh : but 'tis their own Fault, Cyr1sT 
the myſtical Sun of Righteouſneſs hath ſhined 
to all, he ſuffered for all, that he might take 
away the Sin of all; and if any one receives 
him not, he robs himſelf of the general Be- 
nefit, as one that cloſeth the Windows, ſhut- 
teth out the Sun-Beams thereby. This is his 
Condemnation, Light is come into the World, and 
he loved Darkneſs rather than Light. And on 
the other hand, all that with their one Talent 


have truly profited, all who through the Grace 


of Gop in CarisT Jesvs, which bringeth 
Salvation unto all, have denied Ungodlineſs 
and Worldly Lufts, all true Worſhippers of 


the living and true Gop, though but in an 
Out- 
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Outward Court, ſhall be received with, Well 
done, good and faithful Servants, ye have 
been faithful over a few things; enter ye into 
a proportionable Degree of the Joy of your 
Lorp. But as all that periſh, periſh thro? 
their own Fault, fo theſe, and all that are ſav'd, 
are ſav'd by the mere Grace of Gop in CRRISr 
Jesus; and however irreconcileable at preſent 
theſe two great Truths may appear to ſome, 


yet at the laſt great Day, they will be clearly 
manifeſt. | 


Thirdly, Hence alſo we may learn to give 
an Anſwer to the Queſtion ; What Advantage 
then hatb the Jew more than the Gentile ? Or 
the Chriſtian more tban both? For hath not the 
Jew the Advantage over the Gentile every 
way, in outward Privileges, in inward, and in 
Glory? And again, the Chriſtian hath much 
the Advantage over both. Unto him is com- 
mitted, not only the Writings of Meſes, and 
the Prophets, but alſo of the Evangeliſts, 
and Apoſtles, ſo that he is built upon the 
Foundation of both, CnrisT JEsuUs being 
the Corner Stone. He hath greater inward 
Privileges, for to thoſe under the Jewiſh Diſ- 


penſation, the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, 
becauſe JEsus was not yet glorified, and con- 


ſequently a greater Degree of Glory. 
Fourthly, 


Not yet given in the ſame Meaſure, nor with the ſame 
Teſtimony : before IESUs was glorified he could only teſtify 
to the Saints, That the human Nature in him ud be glo- 
rified; but ſince, the Teſtimony thereof is, that this Man 
is a&ually exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, &c. 
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Fourthly, Hence we may learn, that many 
who are called Chriſtians, have not yet attained 
to the ſpiritual Privileges of an inward Jew, 
er even an enlightened Heathen, Many ſay, 
Lord, LoRD ; who do not the Will of our 
Heavenly Father: and therefore many ſhall 
come from the Eaſt and the Weſt, from the 
North and the South, and ſhall fit down with 
Avraham, and Jaac, and Facob, in the King- 
dom of Gop, when ſuch are excluded. Oh! 
that the mere Nominal Chriſtians, and formal 
Outſide Profeſſors, would well conſider this! 
Oh ! that they would no longer cry out, whether 
they dwell in Rome, England, or Geneva, the 
Temple of the Lorp, the Temple of the 
LokD are we. Oh ! that they would at laſt learn 
that the true Worſhippers worſhip in Spirit and 
in Truth; that /uch the Father ſeeketh to wor- 
ſhip him, and that ſuch are accepted of him, 
to whatſoever Nation, Kindred, Tongue, Sect, 
or Party they belong. Theſe are they which 
are the Catholic Church, the true Tabernacle, 
and the everlaſting Habitation of our Gop. 
Theſ? are they, who have an Altar, at which 
the Godleſs Croud have no Right to eat; a 
Prieit in whom they have no Intereſt; and a 
Sacrifice, which, as yet, they reje& and trample 
on. Theſe are they who are waſhed from their 

Sins in the Blood of Jxsvus, and are anointed 
Kings and Prieſts, and Prophets, unto our Gop. 
Here hath Gop ſet, 1. Apoſtles, 2d. Pro- 
phets. 


© 3 


phets. gd. Teachers, unto. whom is committed 


the true Word of Wiſdom. 4th. Miracles. 
5th. Gifts of Healing. 6th. Helps and Go- 
vernments. 7th. Diverſity of Tongues. Theſe 
Spiritual Members are all Partakers of the ſame 
Spirit, and yet every one hath his proper Gift 
of GOD; the Holy Ghoſt dividing unto every 
one, ſeverally as he will. This myſtical Body 
of CHRIST, is the one true Church ; this is 
that Church which is founded upon St. Peter, 
and the other Apoitles and Prophets, Jzsus 
CHRIST being the chief Corner Stone, and 
Foundation of Foundations. This is that 
Church, againſt which, the Gates of Hell ſhall 


never prevail : for he, who cannot lie, hath 
Jpoken : he who hath all Power in Heaven, 
and Earth, and Hell hath declar'd; Lo am 


with you always, even unto the End of the Werld. 


However perſecuted then this Church may be; 


however diſtreſſed by the Devil, Beaſt, and 
Falſe Prophet: yet ſhe ſhall by the Blood of 
the Lamb, and by the Word of her Teſtimony, 
prevail and proſper : yea, ſhe ſhall be more 


than Conqueror over all her Enemies. 


But perhaps ſome will ſay, Where is ibis 


Church ? Surely ſhe is not viſible.” To this 


we anſwer, This is partly true and partly falſe, 


For, 


Firſt, She is not viſible unto the mere Ani- 


mal Man, or to the Carnal World. Theſe 
cannot ſee her; becauſe the God of this World 
| hath 
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hath blinded their Eyes: if our Goſpel be 
hid, it is hid to them that periſh. And we 
ſhall now conſider a little, how the Devil, 
that cunning Serpent, that old Liar, that ſubtil 
Sophiſter, that Murderer of Mankind, and Ad- 
verſary of our Gop, doth herein blind the Eyes 
of his Vaſſals. 

Know then that wherever two or three of 
theſe Spiritual Members of CHRISH are out- 
wardly gathered together, in and by the Power 
and Spirit of our Gop, that the pure Doctrine 
of CHRIST may be truly preached, and 
his Ordinances duly adminiſtred, there doth 
the Devil alſo immediately attempt to e- 
rect his Chapel; thither alſo doth he ſend 
his Apoſtles, (and who, upon Occafion, can 


transform themſelves into the Appearance of 


true Apoſtles) there is he alſo exceeding buſy 
in ſowing his Tares : theſe being ſown, and 
growing up with the Wheat, then is he alſo as 
buſy in making them known to the World, and 
then for this End do his Emiſſaries beſtir them- 
ſelves on every Side, On one hand are his 
laughing Apoſtles, his merry Agents, the Wits 
(fo called) of this World; theſe lead Apollyons 
light Troops, which compoſe the left Wing 
of his Army; theſe fail not, upon every Oc- 
caſion to point out the Tares of their Maſter's 
Sowing; and with a There, there; ſo would we 
have it, cry out, © Yes, theſe are the Saints, 
the holy Brethren ; this is the Goſpel.” Theſe 

Troops 
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Troops of Satan are armed with Laughter, Ridi- 
eule and Buffoonery : their Places of Ren- 
dezvous are at Balls, Plays, and Masquerades, 
and the Word of the Day throughout Apol- 
Hon's Army is Eutbaſiaſm; together with which, 
in England, they ſometimes join Popery; in 
Scotland, Popery and Prelacy ; and at Rome, 


damnable Hereſy. 


On the other hand are the grave, formal 
Hypocrites, who are led on by Letter-learned 
Scribes, and Philoſophical Rabbis ; theſe com- 
poſe the right Wing of the Army, and are 
arm'd with vain Deceit, worldly Wiſdom, ſubtil 
Sophiſtry, painted Hypocriſy, and a ſpecious 
Form of Godlineſs. Here the Leaders appear 
to their reſpective Admirers, to perform mar- 
vellous things. Yea, ſome are here found, 
who blaſphemouſly pretend to demonſtrate to 
their Followers, That by a few Words ſpeak- 


ing, they can change the Creature into the 
Creator, and that whoſoever doth hot believe 


this, cannot be ſaved. Theſe will compaſs Sea 
and Land to make a Proſelyte, and eafily prove 
to thoſe, who mult believe they are infallible, 
that they have converted whole Nations to true 
Chriſtianity z though one was never yet con- 
verted. Theſe have found out a more perfect 
Way of Life, than that which our dear Redeemer 
led here below; and will eaſily prove to them, 
who call them Rabbi: that the Monaſtic Life 1s 
fuch, coni2quently that they have Store of Works 
of 


I 
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of Supererogation, and many other wonderous 
Tricks amongſt their blinded Followers they 


perform too tedious here to mention. Nei- 


ther are ſome other Leaders, tho' not agreed 


with theſe, nor equally expert, wanting in do- 
ing Wonders. And they all generally remem- 
ber to inſtil, directly or indirectly, into their 
reſpective Pupils, the grand Sectarian Maxim, 
All are damn'd that are not exactly of our 
Opinion.“ But though theſe Babel- Builders be 
much divided amongſt themſelves, they will all 
Join with the great Arch-Author of Confuſion, 
to point out the Wickedneſs of their own work- 
ing, and then Nero like, aſcribe it to the real 
or Spiritual Chriſtians z3 each crying like their 
proud Anceſtor, © I thank Gop that I am not 
as other Men are, or even as this Enthuſiaſt ; 
J am a regular ſober Chriftian z I pay every 
one his own ; IT was never ſo deluded as to 
pretend to have, or even to expect to have 
the Spirit of CHRIST, the Holy Ghoſt ſent 
down from Heaven, for we ſee what ſuch En- 
thuſiaſm comes to.“ 

But beſides theſe, on the Right and Left, are 
all thoſe who have made Shipwreck of the Faith: 
thoſe who perhaps, for a Time did appear to 
run well, but are now departed from us, becauſe 


they were not of us, thoſe, who in a Degree, had 


eſcaped the Corruptions that are in the World 
through Luſt, but were not ſealed unto ihe Day 
of Redemption, Theſe having now turned, like 

I a Dog 
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a Dog to his Vomit, and a Sow that was waſh'd, 
to her wallowing in the Mire; their latter State is 
become worſe than their former : they not only 
ſpeak Evil of the good Way, but alſo of the good 
Land; and having forgotten that they were in any 
Degree purged from their old Sins; they alſo 
bring up an evil Report, and join in teſtifying 
That they and we are all deceived ; that 'tis 
all Enthuſiaſm, and a mere Deluſion. 

Here lies Satan's main Strength, theſe are 
his Image, viſibly expreſs'd; falſe Accuſers of 
the Brethren, Theſe compoſe the Center of 
Apoliyon's Army, and have Communication with 
the Right and Left. Alexander, the Copperſmith, 
did me much Evil, the Lord reward him accord- 
ing jo his Works. Yea, here Satan is more im- 
mediately preſent, reigns here, and revels; hence 
he iſſues forth his Commands, and Informa- 
tions to all the Army; here is his great Office 
of Intelligence; hence creep his Stone-blind 
Spies into the Armies of the living God. 

- Hic illius Arma 
Hic Currus fuit— 


Hence he plays his Bombs and great Artillery. 
——-— The Leaders of Clans in theſe Parts of 
the Army, are your Fudas's, Demas's, Philetus's, 
Fiymencus's, Sc: all, as they think, mighty 

Men 


* Here his Arms and Chariot. 
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Men of Valour, and expert in their reſpective 
Offices. Theſe notwithſtanding they are in 
many Reſpects diſagreed amongſt themſelves 
and at Variance with the whole Army; yet 
with joint Force they will all vainly unite a- 
gainſt the Invincible Army of Jenovan, and 
accuſe the true Jraelites of the Evil by them- 
ſelves done, or occaſioned. 

The Time would fail me (were I equal to ſuch 
a Task) to point out their various Artifices : 
however thus far it may be needful to inform 
the Reader, That whereas from the Left and 
and Right, they frequently come over to the 
Camp of Iſrael; from hence ſeldom, and that 
theſe very rarely will either give or take Quar- 
ter. Thus we ſee that the one grand Device 
of Satan, in order to blind the Eyes of his 
Slaves, is mediately and immediately to ſow 
Tares amongſt the Wheat, and then with his 
whole joint Force to ſet up a Helliſh Laugh, 
bely the Lord of the Vineyard and his La- 
bourers, and cry, See, ſee, here is the goodly 
Crop that ſprings from their Labours : theſe 
are the pleaſant Plants of their planting!” *Tis 
this which make the poor Indian Heathens fay. 
Devil Chriſtians, me be no Chriftian.” *Tis 
this which cauſes the good Way and holy Land 
to be evil ſpoken of. *Tis this, and this a- 
lone, which prevents the true Church's Ap- 
pearance in her heavenly Splendor and meridian 
Glory. | 
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But yet there is a Senſe in which ſhe ig and 
ſhall be viſible; and as the Lox liveth, all 
the Wrath, Malice, and Subtilty of Men and 
Devils, ſhall work together for the Good of 
thoſe who love Go, and are the called according 
to his Purpoſe. | 

We ſhall then now obſerve in what Senſe the 
true Church is and ſhall be viſible. 

And, Firſt, The Foundation remaineth ſure, 
ſhe is viſible to the Three-One Gop, the 
Lorp knoweth them that are his, their Fel- 
lowſhip is with the Father and the Son; they 
know Gop, or rather are known of him. 

Secondly, She is viſible to the Angels and 
Archangels, to the Cherubims and Seraphims 3 
and when in her an Heir is born, there 1s Joy 
in the Heaven above, as well as in the Heaven 
in us: Yea, there is Joy in the Preſence of 
the Angels of Gop, who are alſo appointed 
to be miniſtering Spirits unto them who are 
Heirs of Salvation. 

Thirdly, She is not only come unto G06D, 
the Judge of all, unto IEsus the Mediator of 
the New Covenant, and an innumerable Com- 
pany of Angels, but alſo unto the general Aſ- 
ſembly of the Church of the Firſt Born, and 
to the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect : ſhe 

1S then viſible to herſelf, each Member hath 
the Witneſs in himſelf, and Fellowſhip with 
the whole Body, whoſe Head is CHRIST: By 
this we know that we bave paſſed from Death 
unto 
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unto Life, becauſe we love the Brethren, And 
I am venly perſwaded, were four of theſe truly 
Spiritual Members to come together, from any 
four Parts of the World, all from different 


Seats and Parties; were it even from Rome, 


England, Scotland and Geneva, they would know 
and love one another in the Lord ; in eſſen- 
tial Matters, be all of one Judgment; and if 
of a truly humble Spirit, in a very little Time, 
write even their circumſtantial Differences upon 
a very ſmall Piece of Paper. 

Fourthly, The true Church is viſible to Sa- 
tan and his infernal Legions, even theſe to ſerve 
their wicked Purpoſes, or when compelled by 
him, who hath all Power in Heaven and in 
Earth and Hell, can teſtify, We know thee, 
who thou art. Theſe are the Servants of the living 
God. 

Fifthly, She is not wholly inviſible to the 
Children of this World, and moſt obedient 
Slaves of Satan, for notwithſtanding he blinds 
their Eyes, ſo that ſne cannot appear in her 
beauteous and amiable Splendor; yet appear 
ſne doth and muſt; a City that is placed on a 
Hill cannot be hid: and this her Appearance 
makes the Men of this World, ſometimes to 
cry unto their Fellows; © Men and Bre- 
thren, help, they who turn the World upſide 
down, are come hither alſo. Theſe are they 
who oppoſe our Craft, ſpeak againſt us and our 
Ways, but more eſpecially reproach us in their 

Lives : 
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Lives: Come, let us deſtroy them from the 
Face of the Earth, and make their very Memory 
to periſh.” Thus they take Council together, 
but *tis all in vain, he that fits above all Height, 
enthron'd on the eternal Hill of Heaven, laughs 
them to ſcorn z he hath ſaid it, and therefore 
he will in no wiſe fail David: Magna eft Veritas 
et prevalebit. * 

But again, Sometimes ſhe likewiſc appears 
unto them in a more deſirable A ſpect; when 
the Sun apparently ſnines, as Neo on their 
Sun-dials, ſo they look on her, when ſhe en- 
Joys an outward Calm and Proſperity ; then it 
may be for a Space, even her Encmics are at 
Peace with her; they cry, © Hoſanna to the 
Son of David!” and magnify his People : 
and ſome it may be are now almo!t perſwaded 
to be Chriſtians. 

And again, When any general Calamity, is 
either preſent or expected, when the Heavens 
gather Blackneſs, and the Sun withdraws its 
Shining; when the Rocks rent, or the Sword 
deſtroys 3 when the Famine devours, or an 
Earthquake is expected; when the Peſtilence, 
or any other epidemical Diſeaſe ſtalks the Streets 
at Mid-day, or, in ſhort, when any other Way, 
obedient Nature, ſubſervient to her God, ſeems 
ſuddenly to propheſy their Diſſolution, then 


will 


The Truth is great, and ſhall prevail. 
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will the true Church appear in a very deſi- 
rable State unto them : then frequently will 
they cry, doubtleſs theſe are the Sons and Ser- 
vants of the true Gor.” Then do they run 
unto them with a © Come, ſell us of your 
Oil, tell us of your Gop, ſhew us of your 
Way, and let us read your Books.” In ſhort, 
they now with eager, ſudden Haſte, want to 
be Chriſtians : but alas! when the Storm ſeems 
to have blown a Calm, too, too frequently, we 
ſee all this, like unto Flax touch'd with Fire, 
ſuddenly break and periſh, and then they 
will fay, „All this was only a mere Chance 
that happen'd unto us; fuch Things have been, 
and will be, all things continue as they were; 
What Fools were we to be frighted? Our 
Philoſophers now, can eafily account for theſe 
Things. Come, let us eat, drink, and be 
merry: *tis true, me muſt all die, but what 
then? Let us but keep to the Religion of our 
Fore-fathers : go to Church ſometimes, and pay 
every one his own, and no doubt but we ſhall 
do well enough, without regaraing theſe poor, 
fooliſh, canting, melancholy, mad Hypocrites, 
and Enthuſiaſts.“ So true is that Word of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, If they believe not Moſes and 
the Prophets, neither will they be * the? 
one roſe from the Dead. 

But, laſtly, The true Church wil appear 
unto them in her moſt amiable Dreſs, and glo- 


rious Splendor, at the great, the important, 
final 


r 
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final Day : a Day to her Enemies of Dread, 
Deciſion, and Deſpair : but unto her, a Day of 
great Joy and Boldneſs: a Day which begins her 
full conſummate, never-ceafing, and yet ever 
encreafing Happineſs and Glory. Oh happy 
and long expected Day] bleſſed and glorious 
Company ! joyful and heart-raviſhing Proſpett ! 
even now with the piercing Eye of Faith, I 
can ſee our once humbled, but now exalted 
Redeemer, come in the Glory of his Father, 
and with his holy Angels, dooming the Nations. 
Yea, he comes in order to burn up the Chaff, 
and conſume the Tares with Fire Unquenchable 
but to gather the Wheat into his Everlaſting 
Garner of Glory. Hark! the great! the ſum- 
moning Archangel, with a thundring Trumpet, 
proclaims the dread Tribunal; and ſounds, 
« Let the Sea and the Graves give up their 
Dead: yea, let all the Dead ariſe, and come 
away to Judgment.” Tis done: the Dead in 
CuRIST, ariſe firſt; they (and alſo thoſe who 
ſlept not) are changed, caught up to their Log», 
appear with , their Life, and come in his Glory 
to Judge wicked Men, and accurſed Angels, 
which alſo now muſt appear to receive their 
general, dreadful, final Doom, And now the 
Quick and Dead, both Small and Great, all 
ſtand before the great white Throne of Gov, 
And now the Books are open'd; the Book of 
the Creation, the Book of Moſes, and the Pro- 

phets, 
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phets, the Book of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
and another Book is open'd, which is the Book 
of Life; and all whoſe Names are found written 
in this Book of Life, ſhall be received with 
Well done, good and faithful Servants, enter 
ye into the Joy of your Loxd. But all whoſe 
Names are not therein written, ſhall be judged 
out of the other Books, 

Out of the Book of Creation ſhall be judged 
the mere Heathens ; thoſe who having not the 
Law, are a Law unto themſelves : theſe hav- 
ing finned without Law, they ſhall periſh with- 
out it, and even theſe are without Excuſe : be- 
cauſe the Judge appeared firſt as a Saviour unto 


them alſo, and that which may be known of 


Gop is manifeſt in them; for Gop hath ſhewed 
it unto them, For the inviſible Things of him 
from the Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal Power and God-head. 

Again, Out of the Book of Moſes and the 
Prophets, ſhall all mere outward Jews be judged, 
As many as have ſinned in the Law, ſhall be 
Judged by the Law : and even Moſes, in whom 
they truſted, ſhall condemn them. 

Laſtly, Out of this Book, and alſo that of 
the Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles, ſhall all mere 
nominal Chriſtians be judged z and doubtleſs, 
great ſhall be their Condemnation. Yea, all 
(whether they have been called Heathens, Jews, 
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or Chriſtians) Wwhoſe Names are not found 
written in the Book of Life, ſhall be caſt in- 
to the Lake of Fire unquenchable : this is the 
ſecond Death. 

Oh! what an awful Aſſembly ſhall that be? 
when our bleſſed Redecmer, attended with his 
holy Angels, ſhall fit on the Throne of his 
Glory. Then ſhall be gathered before him, 
Adam and Eve, and all their Deſcendants; and 
he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a 
Shepherd divideth his Sheep from the Goats: 
yea, then ſhall he ſet the Sheep on his Right- 
hand, and the Goats on his Left. And now 
ſhall the King of Glory ſay, to thoſe on his 
Right-hand, © Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the Foundation of the World.” Now 
ſhall he bring to their Remembrance the Works 
of his Grace, which they have forgot, and reward 
every one according thereto, Then ſhall he alſo 
ſay, to thoſe on his Left-hand, © Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into Everlaſting Fire; prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels. Yea, then ſhall 
he bring to their Remembrance their ungodly 
and mercileſs Works; every ſecret Thing ſhall 
be brought into Judgment, and they ſhall be 
puniſhed accordingly. Angels, Saints, Devils, 
and Conſcience, ſhall all acknowledge the juſt, 
impartial Sentence. Then ſhall the Saints and 
Angels aſcribe Salvation, Honour and Praiſe to 
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Gop and the Lamb. Yea, then ſhall they fing, 
holy, and juſt, and true, .and equal are all thy 
Ways, O King of Saints. And now ſhall the 
Wicked, and all they who enjoyed their good 
Things in this World, ſee the true Church in 
her beauteous Dreſs, and moſt amiable Splendor : 
then ſhall they be conſtrain'd to break out in 
a Pang of Confeſſion and cry, We Fools 
counted their Lives Madneſs, and their End to 
be without Honour; but now they are numbred 
with the Saints, and ſhine as the Stars for 
ever and ever.” 

And now the Worm, which never dies, lies 
gnawing within them, and amazing Anguiſh 
ſtares through their Eye-!;ds. Hark! the ſhrill 
Outcries of the guilty Wretches. Hark ! how 
they call to the Rocks and the Mountains, 
& Fall on us, and hide us from the Face of 
him that fitteth on the Throne, and from the 
Wrath of the Lamb, who comes with a Flood 
of Vengeance rolling before him.” But 
*tis all in vain; hefwho is Judge, is Gop over 
all, bleſſed for ever: he hath all Power in 
Jeaven, in Earth, and Hell, and all Nature, 
and Creature muſt a& ſubſervient to his Power. 
He ſpeaks, ©. Depart ye curſed.” *Tis done: 
in Hell they lift up their Eyes for ever 
and ever. Then alſo by the fame Almighty 
Fiat, the ſame Word of his Power, ſhall theſe 


Heavens, Earth and Seas, diſſolve with fervent 
Heat, 
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Heat, and flee away before him: then ſhall there 
be a New Heaven, and a New Earth, and a 
New and Holy City, Jeruſalem, and the Taber- 
nacle of our Gop ſhall be with Men; he ſhall 
dwell with them, and be their God, and they 
ſhall be his People; and all Tears, Death, 
Sorrow, Crying, Pain, and the Former 


Things are put far away from them for ever 
and ever, 


here fits th? Omnipotent 
Immutable, immortal, infinite, 
Eternal King ; the Author of all Being, 
Fountain of Light, himſelf inviſible 
Amidſt the glorious Brightneſs where he ſits 
Thron'd inacceſſible, but when he ſhades 
The full Blaze of his Beams, and thro? a Cloud 
Drawn round about him, like a radiant Shrine, 
Dark with exceflive Bright his Skirts appear, 
Yet dazzle Heaven, that brighteſt Seraphim 


Approach not, but with both Wings veil their 
Eyes. 
About him all the Sanctities of Heaven 


Stand thick as Stars, and from his Sight 
receive 


Beatitude paſs Utterance : on his Right 
The radiant Image of his Glory fits 
His only Son, 
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Containing an ADDRESS to various Sorts of Readers. 


I, O d theſe Things are ſo: ſince we 
we muſt all die, and after Death come 
to Judgment: ſince there is a Heaven 

of Glory prepared for the Righteous: when 

on the other hand, the Wicked, and all that 
forget Gop, ſhall be turned into everlaſting 

Burnings : ſince theſe Heavens and Earth ſhall 

melt away with fervent Heat; and a dreadful 

Day ſhall come, when Ruin ſhall prevail over 

Univerſal Nature: fince every one ſhall be 

Judged, and receive according to the Deeds 

done in the Body. Oh! what Manner of Per- 


ſons 
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ſons ought we all to be, in all Holineſs of 
Converſation ? The Day of the Lord is at band. 
Ought not this to be the Watch Word, to 
Vigilance and Activity; and cry in the Ears of 
Reaſon ? Redeem the Time, catch the Moments 
as they fly, buy up every Opportunity, yea, 
give all Diligence to make your Calling and 
Election ſure. The Day of the Lord is at band. 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, Great and 
Small, ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment-Seat 
of CHRIisT. Surely this is a Conſideration, 
which ought to be a ſufficient Motive for all 
ſurviving Mankind, to ariſe, and fly from the 
Wrath to come. At the Thought of this, me- 
thinks, cach ſublunary Thought and With, 
ſhould let go its moſt eager Graſp, and quit 
the World. O permit me then, my dear Rea- 
ders, to addreſs you all particularly. Let me 
beſeech you all to fly from the Wrath to come, 
entreat you to lay hold on Eternal Life, and 
invite you to Everlaſting Joy and Glory. 

And firſt, I write unto you, who are only 
mere Nominal Chriſtians. 


II Ye, *tis true, have a Name to live, but 
indeed ye are dead whilſt ye live; ye are void 
of the Spirit, Life, and Power of Gop. A- 
wake then, ye Sleepers; ariſe ye dead, and 
CnRisT {hall give you Light: yea, the King- 
dom of Heaven is at Hand; repent therefore 
and believe the Goſpel. Ah! but ſay you, 

_ | We 
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« We are already Chriſtians, tor we have been 
baptized.” Have you ſo ? But with what Bap- 


tiſm? True Chriſtianity, is that which is in- 


ward; CHRIST's Baptiſm, is not merely to be 
waſh*d with Water from the Filth of the Fleſh, 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt: but it is to be waſt'd with the living 


and pure Water, in the Laver of Regenera- 


tion (eis 75 cropx) into the Name or Nature of 


the Three-One Gob. Yea, tis to be baptized 
with the Baptiſm of Fire, and the Holy Ghoſt: 
*tis the Anſwer of a good Conſcience by the 
Reſurrection of CyrisT JEsvs, in vs, the Hope 
of Glory. Are ye in any Degree baptized 
with his Spirit? Are ye thus Chriſtians ? If not, 


let me be permitted to tell you, Your Chriſti- 


anity becomes Heatheniſm : your Baptiſm, not 
Baptiſm : your Faith, Infidelity: your Hope, 
that of a Hypccrite : and your greateſt Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſtianity, (except ye repent) ſhall be 
only an Aggravation of your Guilt and Con- 
demnation : for he that hath not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, is none of his, Oh! think no longer 
then to ſay, © We are the Church, we are 
the Chriſtians.” For verily I fay unto you, 
that Gop 1s able, of Heathen Stones, of un- 
baptized Infidels, to raiſe up Children to him- 
ſelf and Abraham : yea, they ſhall come from 
the Eaſt, and Welt, and North, and South ; 
from every Kindred, and Nation, and People, 
and Tongue, and fit down in the Kingdom of 
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Gor, when many of you, (except ye repent) 


are excluded, Oh! repent then, To-day, while 
it 18 called To-day, harden not your Hearts, 


bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, o- 
therwiſe I have Authority to ſay, Ye Serpents, 
ye Generation of Vipers, how ſhall ye eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell. The Kingdom of 
Heaven 1s at hand: Oh! then receive it now, 
otherwiſe, how know ye but it may be taken 
from you, and given to a Nation bringing forth 
the Fruits thereof. 


III. Ze covetous Chriſtians, Let me inform 
you, That ye cannot ſerve Gop and Mammon, 
ye are indeed Idolaters: *tis true, ye do not 
fall down Bodily, and thus groſly Worſhip 
Stocks and Stones; but ye neither fear nor 
love Gop, and therefore cannot worſhip him. 
Ye love the World, and the Things of the 
World, and therefore worſhip it ; neither is 
the Love of the Father in you. Ye ſay in- 
deed that ye are Faithful, and Rich, and Ho- 
neſt, and Wiſe, but as the Lorp liveth they 
are vain Words. Ye are unfaithful Stewards 
of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, Who then 
will commit unto you the true Riches? Juſt 
or Hone{t? Nay, indeed, ye are Knaves and 
and Villains, and Robbers of Gop and Men. 
He that is Honeſt, renders to all their Due; 
but ye ungrateful Wretches with-hold from our 
Cop, your great Benefactor, the Things that 


are 
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are his, and cheat and ſtarve his Poor. The 
Juſt or Righteous, is merciful and lendeth ; 
but if ye lend, *tis only in order to oppreſs 
and devour. Ye bind up Mercy in your Bags 
of Gold, and lock up all Bowels of true Love 
and Compaſſion, in your unmerciful Coffers. 
Ye fay alſo that you are Rich : but you are 
miſerably deceived: ye graſp a Shadow : ye 
are worth leſs than nothing. Ye are the Men 
who are emphatically Poor. Go ye and write 
upon your moth-eaten Coffers, your unemploy'd 
Wealth, your unmerciful Treaſures, All theſe 
are good for nothing. | Nay, but are they not 
to you worth leſs than nothing ? Yea, ve- 
rily ; for the Cries of the Poor and Needy, 
have enter'd into the Ears of the Lox Dd 
of Sabbaoth, and except ye repent, your ruſty 
Gold and Silver, your thick Clay, your rotten 
Riches, at the great Day, ſhall appear as a 
Witneſs againſt you. Thus rich is the Man 
who layeth up Treaſures on Earth, and is not 
rich to God-ward. 


Ye vainly think alſo that ye are Wiſe : ye 


cry, “ Soul, Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid 
up for many Years, eat, drink, and take thine 
Eaſe.” Ye Fools and blind ; ſhortly will your 
Souls be required of you, and then, whoſe ſhall 
theſe Things be? What will it then profit, 
though you ſhould have gain'd the whole World, 
and loſt your own Souls? What will then the 
Wealth of both the Indies differ from two Grains 
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of Salt which hath loſt its Savour ? Or what 
can you give in Exchange for your Souls ? 
But, ſay you, © Is it not wiſe to provide for 
our Friends, that they may live when we are 
gone? To this I anſwer, Know ye not 
that he that fed and car'd for our Friends be- 
fore we came into the World, is equally able 
when we have left it? Will there be no Gop, 
ye poor Worldlings, when ye are dead? Or is 


he like you, not caring that the Children of 


Men ſhould periſh for want of Food and Rat- 
ment? Nay, verily ; he that giveth the greater 
Things, will ſurely give us the leſs: he that 


{ſpared not his only begotten Son, but freely 


deliver'd him up for us all, ſhall he not 
alſo with him freely give us all Things ? 
But, fay you, * doth not the Scripture fay, 
That they who provide not for their own, eſ- 
pecially for them of their own Houſhold, are 
worſe than Infidels, and have denied the Faith?“ 
*Tis true, that we ought to provide for our 
own, and eſpecially for them of our own Houſ- 
hold. But, firſt, who are theſe? And, ſecond- 
ly, how are we ko provide for them? He that 
doth the Will of my Father which 1s in Heaven, 
is my Father, and Siſter, and Mother, and Bro- 
ther. *Tis plain then, that the Houſhold of 
Faith in general, are our own; amongſt theſe, 
Firit, are our own Houſhold. Secondly our 
own Kindred, according to the Fleſh, Then all 
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our Spiritual Friends. And, laſtly, after theſe are 
all Mankind. For theſe then you ought to provide: 
you ought to do good unto all Men, but eſ- 
pecially unto them . that are of the Houſhold 
of Faith. But how are you to provide for 
theſe ? Not by laying up Treaſures upon Earth, 
where Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
Thieves break through and ſteal : but by lay- 
ing up Treaſures in Heaven, where Moth and 
Ruſt doth not corrupt, nor Thieves break thro? 
and ſteal. Not by being high-minded, or truſt- 
ing in uncertain Riches : but by beirg ready 
to diſtribute, willing to communicate: thus 
laying up in ſtore a good Foundation againſt the 
Time to come. | 

Herein ſee the Example of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer. Did he lay up earthly Treaſures to 
enrich his Friends after his Death? No, ve- 
rily; many of them he found poor Fiſhermen, 


and. ſuch he left them. So far was he from 


dying rich, that he recommends the Care of 
his Mother to his beloved Diſciple St. Jobn: 
and fo far was this Diſciple from being rich, 
that ſoon after we find, that he and Peter, go- 
ing up to the Temple, their Language was, 
* Silver and Gorp have I none.” But yet 
our Lokp, whilſt here below; did provide for 
his own. He h:d a Bag too, that therein might 
be put ſomething ſufficient to ſupply their preſent 
Exigencies, according to their outward State and 
Condition of Life, and that they might have 
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whereof to give to the Poor. Judas defir- 
ed to carry this Bag, *twas granted, and he 
alſo provided for, according to his Hearts De- 


fire. 
And, as it was then, ſo likewiſe it is now. 


Our Loxp hath even now a Bag, which con- 


tains Proviſion enough for all his Children: : 


but then there creeps in traiterous, thieviſh 
Fudass. Theſe, under a Pretence of Caring 
and Providing, rob it, and will refund but 
little, (but till, fear not, ye Houſhold of 
Jzsvus, though Judas robs you, your Maſter 
cares for you; he can command the Fiſh of 
the Sea to make you a ſufficient Remittance to 
ſupply your lawful and honeſt Exigencies. Only 
believe, he can increaſe the Cruſe of Oil, or 
multiply the Loaves and Fiſhes.) But ye 
Thieves and Robbers : ye covetous Trai- 
tors, remember, conſider, and ponder well the 
dreadful. Fate of Fudas, and in time tremble 
and repent 3 go, and like our bleſſed Re- 


hold. 


the bleſſed Apoſtle is manifeſt, not only from 
the whole Spirit and Tenor of the Goſpel, but 


then, as well as now, there crept in amongſt 


them, ſome covetous Earth-Worms, ſome De- 


mas's, who loving this preſent World, wanted 
to lay up much, and part with little: theſe 
| not- 


deemer, provide for them of your own Houſ- 


That this was the Intent and Meaning of 


alſo from the Text and Context. Doubtleſs 
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notwithſtanding they. abounded in this World's 
Goods, or in other Reſpects, were of ſufficient 
Ability, would ſuffer their poor Relations to 
be burthenſome to the Church, rather than them- 
ſelves relieve them. With regard to theſe, 

Paul writes to Timothy, (1 Tim. v. 16.) let them 
relieve their own Relations, and let not the 
Church be charged, that it may relieve them 
that are in real Neceflity, and have no rich 
Relations, thoſe that are Widows indeed. Yea, 
(faith he) charge them that they be herein 
blameleſs. But if any Man doth not thus pro- 
vide for his own Kindred, eſpecially them of 
his own Houſhold ; but, under any Pretence 
whatſoever, ſhuts up his Bowels of Mercy, in 
Bags and Coffers, and leaves his Relations to the 
Care of the Church; in vain doth he take up- 
on him the Name of a Chriſtian : he ſtands an 
Infidel, bare fac'd : he doth not believe in Gop, 
or his Word : he hath indeed and in Truth 
demied the Chriſtian Faith : he loves his Mo- 
ney more than CHRIST, in his Members; and 
therefore is not worthy of him : he doth not 
believe his Word ; give to the Poor, and thou 
ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven. Nay, herein 
he is worſe than an Infidel, not only without 
ſpiritual, but alſo natural Affection: he is void 


of Humanity, and looſe from every Tie of Friend- 
ſhip and Society. | 


This, 
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This, and this only, is the plain, obvious 
Meaning of the Apoſtle. Thus 1s his Saying 
reſcued out of your griping Hands. The Text 
you produce to defend your Wickedneſs, turn'd 
againſt you; and you clearly proved wicked 
Servants, and unfaithful! Stewards, to Gop and 
Man. ns 

But, ſay you, © however wicked and un- 
faithful we may be in your Account, we are 
ſure that our Children would have Reaſon to curſe 
us, if we ſhould regard ſuch Preache?s, or their 
charitable Doctrine.“ Nay, verily z; but if ei- 
ther Scripture or Experience be of any Autho- 
rity 3 they will rather have Reaſon to curſe you, if 
you do not. Surely herein ye are either as blind 
as Beetles, or elſe David and Solomon were. For 
the one faith, © he that giveth unto the Poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord ; and that which he 
hath given will he pay him again.“ And the o- 


ther from his own Experience teſtify's, © that 


though he was then Old, and had been Young, 
yet did he never ſee the Righteous, merciful, 
lending Man forſaken, nor his Seed, begging 
their Bread,” And why? He that cannot lie 
hath declar'd, © Bleſſed are the Merciful, for 
they ſhall obtain Mercy.” Yea, the Mercy of 
our Gop extends even to their Seed; and he 
will ſhew Mercy unto Thouſands, in them that 
love him, and keep his Commandments, And 
i ye Friends of Mammons, ye did but turn 
| | over 
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over your Bibles as diligently and attentive- 
ly as you do your Leidgers, doubtleſs ye 
might find other Scritpures to the ſame Pur- 
poſe. 

But though ye regard not Scriptures, nor 
the Experience of paſt Ages, would you but 
open thoſe Eyes, which like the Owls, are fo 
ſharp ſighted by Night, but dark by Day; 
would you but ask even the Experience of the 
preſent Age, *tis more than probable that you 
might find many Heirs inherit a Bleſſing in their 


Father's Mercies; and many others a Curſe in 
their Father's rotten Riches. 


But till replys the worldly Miſer, Would 


not ſuch charitable Proceeding tend to level 
Mankind, ſubvert Government, and introduce 
nothing but Anarchy and Confuſion ?* No, 
verily z; but the Spirit that is in Money hoar- 
ders; Money deſtroyers ; Poor-grinders; doth 
directly tend thereto. For if all Mankind were 
of this Spirit, would they not all ſoon be equally 
Poor and Miſerable with you? Governments 
and Magiſtrates would ſoon make but a poor and 
ſordid Appearance; and fince Wars and Fight- 
ings come from our Luſts, particularly the Love 
of Money, which the Apoſtle ſtiles the Root 
of all Evil; Would not the World be even 


worſe than it is? Would not it ſoon be chang'd - 


into an Aceldama, a Field of Blood, and a 
Scene of continual Horror and Confufion ? 


But 
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But on the other hand: did all Mankind * 


embrace true Chriſtianity: had all the World 


that Mind and Spirit that was in CHRIST IJ Esus, 
then would every Member know his proper 
Place and Office; then would Magiſtrates truly 


be a Praiſe unto them that do well; the Com- 


mons know and own that the Powers that be 
are ordained of Gop ; and be ſubject, not only for 
Wrath, but Conſcience-Sake. Then there would 
be no Fightings, no Wars, no Confufions : each 
loving the Loxp Jxsvs ; each praiſing free, 
redeeming Grace: would alſo love his Neigh- 
- bour. Now there would be no Poverty, or at 
leaſt no Miſery that flows from thence ; for 
he that gathered much, would have nothing 
over, and he that gathered little would have 
no Lack. Now would they be of one Heart, 
and one Mind; now would they have one Strife, 


and one Deſire. Vea, doubtleſs they all would 


ſtrive to exto] Redeeming Grace; to magnify 
the Three-One Gop with their Hearts, Mouths 
and Lives; they would each deſire to be the 


Servant of all, and to pleaſe his Brother to 


Edification. This but far more beautiful would be 
the delightful Scene introduced by Chriſtianity, 
would but the World receive it. 

Lord, haſten the Time, accompliſh the 
Number of thine Elect. Let thy Kingdom 
come, and overſpread the Earth, as the Waters 
cover the Sea, Yea, let every Tongue con- 
feſs, and every Knec bow to Jesvs. | 

| And 
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And now I think it is clearly manifeſt, that 
all the Friends and Servants of Mammon, all 
Lovers of this World, are Enemies and Rob- 
bers of Gop and Man. Yea, however ye may 
plead your Honeſty ; ye are Knaves and Vil- 
lains; to yourſelves, Kings, Country, and Poſ- 
terity. What e' er you may talk of your Riches, 
*tis plain, that they being weigh'd in the Bal- 


lance of the Sanctuary, are found altogether 


lighter than Vanity: and ye appear to be poor 
and miſerable, and blind, and naked. Oh! 


truſt ye no longer then in uncertain Riches. 
Seek ye the hidden Wiſdom, the ineſtimable 
Pearl, the unſearchable Riches of God in CHRIST 


Jzsvs, and the Everlaſting Kingdom of his 
Glory. 


IV. But there are other Idolaters, who call 
themſelves Chriſtians z who not only are 
Earthly, but alſo ſenſual, deviliſh. . Theſe 
will approve well enough what I have wrote 
to the Money-hoarders, not knowing that they 
are all Brethren. To thoſe prodigal, pleaſure- 
taking Chriſtians, I have alſo a few Words to 
write, 

Know therefore that ye are expreſly declared 
by the Authority of an inſpired Apoſtle, to be 
dead, whilſt ye live, and real Idolaters : for ye 
are they who live in Pleaſure : ye eat and drink, 
and riſe up to play. Without all Controverſy, 
ye are on the broad Way to Deſtruction z and 
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except ye repent, ye muſt alſo dwell with ever- 


laſting Burnings. 


I have not now Leiſure, or Inclination to 


follow you to Balls, Plays, Maſquerades; 


Brothels, Gaming-tables, Tipling-houſes, or 
other Places of Rendezvous; neither was I 
willing, ſhould I eafily gain Admittance there, 
I have no Time at preſent to follow you to a 


crouded, vain, wicked, unmerciful Horſe-race; 


or Inclination to venture myſelf over Hedge and 
Ditch after you in a dangerous, - ſtupid, ſenſe- 


leſs, mad Fox-chace. Beſides, who would here 


be heard in the Cauſe of Gop, and Truth ? 
Or rather, who zould be heard in the midſt of 
ſuch Rabble, Noiſe, Hurry, and Confuſion ? 
Who would be ſuffer'd to proclaim the Re- 
deemer's Praiſe, amidſt the repeated Huzzas, 
the ſenſeleſs Aclamations, and loud Prailes, 
that are ſung to Dogs and Horſes. I do not 
ſay, that *tis abſolutely impoſſible for any Ser- 
vant of the true and living Gop, to be found 
here, but if there ſhould ; this I would fay, 
« What doſt thou here, Elijah?“ 

Leaving theſe therefore to the miraculous 
Grace, and abundant, amazing, long-ſuffering, 
protecting Goodneſs of our gracious Gop, I 
ſhall paſs on to the Drunkards. And here 
probably I ſhall meet with ſome of them. 


V. You 
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V. You, perhaps, a little ſometimes in 
a Morning, in one of your ſober Moods, when 
you have ſpent your Money, when you are 
poſſeſs'd with Qualmes of heart-fick Agony, or 
are under the Penance and Mortification of a 
painful Head-ache, may be at leiſure to read 


and conſider a little, To you, therefore, I 
write: ye Abuſers and Slaves of Wine, or other 


ſtrong Liquor. And, Oh! that ye may read or 
hear me ſoberly. | 

Wo unto you, that are mighty to drink, and 
Men of Strenath, to mingle ſtrong Drink. Ye 
are not only poſſeſs'd of one Beaſtly, Deviliſh 
Sin, but Legion. Ye not only go, but haſten 
the broad Way to Deſtruction: and except ye 


repent, ye alſo will ftagger into Everlaſting . 


Burnings; in Torments lift up your Eyes, and 
want even a Cyp of cold Water to cool your 
Tongues. 

Oh! Conſider my Friends, and take Ad- 
vice in Time. Ye are Sinners againſt your- 
ſelves, your Friends, your Country and Gop z 
for ſurely *tis - Drunkenneſs that renders your 
Bodies living Skeletons, or moving Hogſ- 
heads. *Tis this which brings Head-aches, 
Palfies, Gouts, Dropſies, Death, *'Tis this 
which haſtens on Old Age, and unneceſſary, 
wicked Poverty. Vea, tis this, which Inch by Inch 
murders the whole human Fabric, and, as it 
were, -burns your Bones to Charcoal, and Skin 
to Parchment. And as to the Mind, it be- 
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ſots and infatuates ; it darkens the Underſtand- 


ing, weakens the Brain, ſpoils the Memory, 


it quenches God's Spirit, poiſons every Vir- 
tue, and is the Inlet, Fuel and Spur to Adul- 
tery, Blaſphemy, Murder, Parricide, and every 
deadly Vice. In ſhort, *tis this which robs 
Man of himſelf, and Jays a filthy Beaſt, a 
wicked Devil in his Place. This, ye Dunk- 
ards ye dare not, cannot deny, unleſs it be 
at ſuch a Time when ye are occular Demon- 
ſtrations of the Truth thereof. | 


Again, Tis this that makes you a Shame to 


your Friends, Laughing-ſtocks to your Ene- 


mies, uſeleſs and noxious to your King and 
Country: but above all, Strangers to Gov, 
and incapable of the Joys of bleſſed Spirits. 
Hereby ye drink the deadly Draught; of Diſ- 
eaſes, Woes, Lamentations, Death, Damna- 
tion, Hell. Hereby ye are conſtrain'd, ſhame- 
fully to ſpew up, Health, Strength, Secrets, 
Friendſhips, Virtues, Lives, Souls, Heaven, 
Go. 

Oh! conſider in Time, and think, if you 
can think, what monſtrous Ills have been here- 
by done, and occaſion'd. What was it that 
uncover'd Noah's Nakedneſs, and brought a 
Curſe on graceleſs Ham, and his Poſterity ? 
Drunkenneſs. What was the Caufe of Lo!'s 
Sleep, and Inceſt with his two Daughters ? 
Drunkenneſs. What caus'd Nabal's Churliſh- 


neſs 
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neſs, and Deſtruction ? Drunkenneſs. In ſhort, 
ask all the Thieves, Adulterers, Murtherers, and 
Parricides, when they were capable of com- 
mitting ſuch horrible Wickedneſs : and moſt 
generally, they will all acknowledge, That *twas 


when they were animated, or rather ſtupified 
thereto by Liquor. 


Oh! To-day then, while it is called To-day, 
leave this Beaſtly Vice, and never turn thereto 
again. Be no longer fill'd with Wine, where- 
in is Exceſs, but be ye filled with the Spirit 
of the living Gop. Oh! thirſt no longer for 
Poiſon and Damnation; but be ye all athirſt 
for the living Gop. Yea, whoſoever will, let 
him take of the Water of Life freely. Are 
ye willing? Then ye have a Warrant, wrote by 
the Power of Goo, and ſealed with the Broad 
Seal of Heaven. Whoſoever will then, let him 
come: yea, let him come, and buy Wine and Milk, 
without Money, and without Price. Whoſoever 
believeth on the Son of Gop, out of his Belly 
ſhall flow Rivers of living Vater. I beſeech 


you then, by all the Terrors and Mercies of 


God, ye poor Slaves of Sin and Satan. Ariſe, 
and call upon his Name, that ye alſo may be 
endued with Power from on High, to ſerve 
and praiſe him, that your Sins may be blotted 


out, when the times of true refreſbing ſhall come 
from the Preſence of the Lox D. | 


VI. 
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VI. Ye Profane Curſers, ye Common Sꝛvear- 
ers, Know ye not, that for every idle Word 


that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give an Ac- 


count thereof, in the Day of Judgment? Have 
ye never heard, that the Loxp will not hold 
him guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain ? 
Surely ye. are they who. emphatically ſell your- 
ſelves for Nothing. Ye are Sinners againſt 
Gop without Profit or Temptation. Are ye 
not alſo Rebels to your King, as well as Gop ? 
Yea, verily; ye are open, wilful Violaters of 
his Laws, without the leaſt Hopes of Profit 
thereby. Ye neither fear Gop, nor Honour 
the King. And do not ye hereby, as it were, 
forcibly pull down a Curſe upon your Coun- 
try, and your Family? Yes: For thus faith 
the Lo RD, © The Land mourneth, be- 
cauſe of Swearing : a fruitful Land maketh 
he barren, for the Wickedneſs of them that 
dwell therein.” And, again, I will ſend my 
Curſe into the Houſe of him that ſweareth 
falſy by my Name, and it ſhall remain in the 
midſt of his Houſe, and ſhall conſume it, with 
the Timber thereof, and the Stones thereof. 
And do not you ſwear falſly? Yea, tho' ye 
ſhould ſwear the Lok p liveth : for ye know it 
not: otherwiſe, in your Communication, ye would 
not {wear at all; either by him, or any Part 
of the Creation, but your Yea, wou:d be yea, 
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and your Nay, nay : ye would always remem- 
ber that whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh 
of Evil. Search the Scriptures, for they teſti- 
fy theſe Things. Read your Condemnation in 
the fifth Chapters of Matthew, James, and Ze- 
chariab and then judge yourſelves, Brethren, 
leſt ye be judged in the great Day of the 
LoRD. | 

Fear the Lorxp, and depart from Evil. 
Revere his Name, and ſanctify it in your Hearts. 
Hear his well-beloved Son. Though ye have 
deſtroyed yourſelves for nought, in J Esus is 
your Help. Though your Sins be as Scarlet, 
only believe, he can make them white as Snow : 


though they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as 


Wool. Repent therefore, call upon the Name of 
Jesvs, who will give Power againſt this alſo. 
Oh! cry unto him, that ye may alſo become 


the Sons of Gop. Learn to %%%, and not to curſe, 


that finally, ye may be received with, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit ye the Kingdom, 
prepared for you, from the Foundation of. the 
World. | 


VII. And hath not he that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
take the Name of the LoRD thy GoD in vain, 
alſo ſaid, Remember the Sabbath-Day ta keep it 
holy. Have ye forgot theſe Words, or do ye 
ſet him at nought who ſpoke them? Oh! ye 
Savvath-breaters, are ye not Robbers of Go ? 
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Ye rob kim of his own Day, by appropriat- 
ing it to your own worldly Uſe, and vile 
Advantages. Is it not meet, right, and 


your bounden Duty, that ye ſhould wholly 


render unto him, who gives you all your Time, 
at leaſt one ſeventh Part, according to his Ap- 
pointment ? Is it not right, according to the 
Nature of Things? All Nations who ſet apart 
a ſeventh Day acknowledge this. Ought not 
then all, who call themſelves Chriſtians, more 
eſpecially to ſpend this Day abſtracted from all 
worldly Thoughts, Words and Works; in Acts 
of Mercy, Piety and Charity? Yea, verily; 
the Lok D hallowed this Day, and not only 
hallowed but alſo bleſſed it. Conſider this 
well. Ye not only forget your Duty, but alſo 
forſake your own Mercies. For your Sakes 
did the Loxp hallow and bleſs this Day. 
This is a Day of ſpecial Grace. Tis a high 
court Day in Heaven, The King of Glory 
this Day fits upon his Mercy-Seat in a more 
than ordinary Manner, to grant Bleflings unto 
thoſe who ſeek his Face. *Tis the Children, 
of Gop*s Market-Day, when they are parti- 
cularly call'd to trade with Heaven. Oh ! why 
then are ye ſo unwiſe as to miſs your Mar- 


ket ? Oh! ſuffice for the Time paſt. Henceforth 


let you and I, at all Times, but more partt-, 


cularly on this Day, ſeek the hidden Manna, 
and buy the Pearl of great Price. Let us be 
glad 
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glad when it ſhall be ſaid; Come, let us go 
into the great Congregation. Yea, let us ſay, 
particularly on this Day, This is the Day which 
the Lok p hath made, we will rejoice and be glad 
init. On this Day, let us ſay to all our worldly 
Thoughts, Words and Works, be. you ſtill, 
lay ye here, while we and our Families go 
and worſhip yonder. Let us with the Wings 
of Faith and Love aſcend Mount Sion, and 
glorify Gop in our Bodies and Spirits, Oh! 
that we may ſo, ſpend this, and our every 
Day, that we may finally enjoy the Eternal 
Sabbath that remaineth for the People of the true 
and living Gop. 


VIII. In ſhort, I write unto you, ye groſs 
Sinners of every Sort, Yea, ye high and low, 
rich and poor. Know ye not, that the Un- 
righteous ſhall] not inherit the Kingdom of 
God ? Be not deceived, neither covetous Per- 
ſons, nor Idolaters, nor common Swearers, nor 
Sabbath Breakers, nor diſnonourers of Parents, 
nor Murderers, nor Forvicators, or Adulterers, 
nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with 
Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Drunkards, nor 
Revilers, nor thoſe that love or make a Lie, 
nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
GoD. | 

If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where 
ſhall ye appear? Except ye repent, ye muſt 
ſurely periſh everlaſtingly. But wherefore ſhoud 

L. ye 
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ye? As I live, faith the Loxp, I will not the 
Death of a Sinner, but rather that he ſhould 
turn and live, With me there is Mercy and 
plentous Redemption. Yea, O thou Sinner of 


five hundred Pence; though the Sins of the 


whole World, were in thee concenter'd, there 


is a Sufficiency in the Blood of CHRIS to 
cleanſe thee from all Sin, O! repent then, 
and be converted, that thy Sins may be blot- 
ted out. Know, feel, and to him acknowledge, 
thou haſt nothing to pay, and he ſhall frankly 
forgive thee all. Know that thou art a dead, 
loft Sinner, and thou ſhalt be waſhed, ſancti- 
fied, juſtified freely, in the Name of the Loxp 
Jzsvs, and by the Spirit of our Gop. Yea, 
thou ſhalt have much forgiven, and therefore 
love much. 


IX. But now I alſo write unto you, ye poor, 
blind Phariſees, ye who have a Form of God- 
lineſs, but deny the Power thereof. Ye are 
they who juftify yourſelves before Men, but 
Gop knoweth your Heart; ye thank God that 
ye are not as other Men are, and particularly 
as this or that poor Publican, but they are 
nearer the Kingdom of Heaven than you. Ye 
ſay indeed that ye pay every Man his own, 
give Alms of all that you poſſeſs, pay your 
Tithes and Cuſtoms, Faſt and Pray, keep your 
Church or Meeting, take the Sacrament, walk 
in 
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in all the Ordinances of God, as he hath 
commanded : in ſhort, that ye are, as touch- 
ing the Righteouſneſs of the Law, blameleſs. 
And above all; ye thank Gop that ye are no 
Enthuſiaſt: that is, ye neither believe, nor ex- | 
pect any Inſpiration of the Holy One in theſe 
Days: ye are ſober, eaſy Profeſſors of the 
Religion of your Fore-fathers. 

And thus ye encompaſs yourſelves with 
Sparks of your own kindling. But this ſhall 
ye have at my Hand, faith the Log p, ye ſhall 
lay down in Sorrow. Come, faith the Logp, 
ye whited Walls, ye painted Sepulchres, and 
let us reaſon together, Come, ye Legaliſts, 
who make your Boaſt of the Law, and hear 
what the Law faith. Curſed is every Man that 
continueth net in all Things that are written in 
the Law to do them. And have ye indeed con- 
tinued in all Things? Or, are ye not rather 
without the Law. The Commandment never 
yet came to you in its Spirituality, and there- 
fore Sin is dead, and yon live. But let us 
look the Law in the Face : have you never 
read, that the angry Thought is Murther : that 
the luſtful Thought is Adultery : and that he 
that offendeth in one Point, is guilty of all, 
before that Holy Cop, with whom we have 
to do? Are ye then quite ſinleſs? No, verily ; 
ye alſo are found Sinners before Gop : I ap- 
peal only to the Witneſs in your own Breaſt. 
And how can Gop, conſiſtent with his Juſtice 
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and Truth, forgive you? Will you ſay upon 
your Repentance and future Goodneſs. Alas ! 
alas ! though you ſhould for the future obey 
never ſo perfectly; it would be no more than 
your Duty, it could only anſwer for itſelf ; it 
could make no Atonement for the paſt; the 
contracted Debt would ſtill remain uncancelled. 
But is not the Debt, Sin, and the Wages Death? 
Where then, O Phariſee, is thy boaſted Power 
of Working? Can a dead Man work? Or a 
Selt-Murtherer raiſe himſelf to Life ? No, ve- 
rily; this is impoſſible. Thou not only then, 
O Man, haſt contracted a Debt to infinite Jul- 
tice, which thou art utterly unable to pay 3 
but thou haſt alſo thereby rendered thyſelf 
Lifeleſs, Godleſs, and Helpleſs : ſo that all thy 
boaſted Righteouſneſs, is but as filthy Rags: 
thy fine Performances, ſplendid Sins : Yea, thy 
beit Works, are Sin and Death. They are not. 
done as Gop hath commanded them, in his 
Spirit and Truth: and therefore, O Phariſee, 
thy will Worſhip is Idolatry, thy Alms-giving 
without Charity, thy Prayer and Praiſe with- 
out Piety, thy Faſling, feeding the Old Man, 
thy Honeſty without Equity, and thy whole 
Religion only a ſtinking, dead Carcaſe, with- 
out Soul and Spirit; thy ordinary Employ- 
ments are Sin, and thy very beſt Sacrifice an 
A bomination to the true and living Gop. Hence 
learn then, that by the Law thou canſt not be 
juſtified, 'tis only a killing Word, a dead War- 

rant- 
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rant, a death Summons, and Sentence of etcr- 
nal Condemnation, Oh! how then wilt thou, 
a polluted Sinner, ſtand before him, who 1s 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ? How 
can Gop be juft and yet the Juſtifier of the 
Ungodly ? Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, O 
Man, except thou beeſt born again of Water 
and the Spirit, except thine Heart be ſprinkled 
from an Evil Conſcience, and thy Body waſhed 
with pure Water, thou canſt not enter into the 
Kingdom of Gop. This is founded on the 
eternal Nature and Reaſon of Things. For is 
not Gop eſſential Purity and Holineſs ? Can 
then Impurity and Sin dwell with him ? No, 
verily ; without Holineſs, no Man can, no 
Man ſhall ſee the LoR D. And as thou canſt 
not dwell with him, or in his Kingdom, except 
thou be born again; ſo neither canſt thou de- 
light in him, or the Joys of bleſſed Spirits, 
were it poſſible for thee to be admitted into 
his Kingdom, Thou haft no Diſpoſitions wrought 
in thee, ſuitable to ſuch Objects; thou haſt no 
ſpiritual Senſes to reliſh ſpiritual Joys. Sooner 
then ſhall the Blind be delighted with a Pic- 
ture, the Deaf charm'd with Muſic, or the 
taſteleſs Palate reliſh the richeſt Dainties, than 
the unregenerate Man reliſh the Pleaſures which 
Gop hath prepared for them that love him. 
Thou muſt then, O Man, be born again; 
thou muſt be renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, be- 


fore 
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fore thou canſt be meet to be a Partaker of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light: but as Gop 
cannot admit Man into his Kingdom, before 
he make him meet: ſo neither can he rege- 
nerate and make him meet, before he forgive 
him; nor forgive him, before he freely love 
him. This alſo is founded on the plain Na- 
ture of Things; for Godleſs, lifeleſs Man, can- 
not merit any thing, or ſince he is without 
Strength, even ask any thing at the Hand of 
his Creator. No; neither could any other 
Creature in Heaven or Earth, or all created 
Nature ask Grace for Man; Gop had ſaid he 
ſnall ſurely die: therefore before his free, ſo- 


vereign Grace, no Creature could; for they 


muſt all act in the Order and Will of Gop. - 


thus, no Creature in its original Rectitude, 
could or would; becauſe in ſo doing, they would 
reſiſt the Will of Gop, and act contrary to 
their Nature: their Language is; Holy and juſt 
are all thy Ways, O Lord, God Almighty. And 
again; no fallen Spirit could or would : for this 
alſo would be contrary to their Nature, Evil is 
their Good, and therefore they cannot ask, or 
do good either for themſelves or others. Thus 
ſhall and muſt every Creature act obedient to 
the Will of Gop, and yet according to its Na- 
ture. Thus faith the Prophet, God looked for 
an Iuterecſſor, but behold there was none. The 
Ground of Man's Salvation then muſt be the 
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free, unmerited, unimplored, unſought, unpre- 
vented Grace of Gop. Gop mult firſt according to 
his free, ſovereign Grace, ſay, Man ſhall find 
Grace: “ but then according to his Juſtice, how 
will Grace find Means? How can GoD, conſiſtent 
with his Truth and vindictive Juſtice, forgive an 
ungodly Sinner ? Die Man, or Truth and Juſtice 
muſt, unleſs ſome other able and willing Will, 
pay Death for Death. But as there could not 
be found, in all created Nature, an Interceſſor 
for Man, much leſs was their any found, ei- 
ther willing to pay his Debt, or were they 
willing, able to make an adequate Satisfacti- 
on. Man and fallen Spirits, being in Death, 
can merit nothing for themſelves z much leſs 
are they able or willing to pay the Debt of 
another, The Angels and happy Spirits, be- 
ing only finite Creatures, can never ſatisfie 
that Juſtice which is Infinite: much leſs dare 
they draw upon their Heads the deadly For- 
feiture; Death for Death. There dwelt not 
then, in all created Nature, Charity ſo dear, 
Power ſo ſufficient, as to undertake for Man, 
and pay the rigid Satisfaction; and yet without 
it, Man muſt for ever die, for Gop's Truth and 
Juſtice cannot. 

Hear then, and be amaz'd, ye Heavens! 


Rejoice, O Earth! and be confounded, Hell ! 
Man ſhall maugre all thy Malice, Satan; find 


Grace: and in ſpite of all thy Oppoſition, 
Grace will find Means. The Three-One Gop 


hath 


— — — ——  — — 2 —— — — 


— 


. 1 = hy _ 
= = n 1 2 - * = \ > — 
— * — 
= _ - * K 8 883 ——» — — - K a - — = A . ä = 
„ . — „ —— — ne 2 — —ů —ñ— — . — — —— — — 4 i = 7 — 2 22 — — ba — —— — _ 
= * — — - — — — — — 7X2 — acc =. * 
A — ec - —— — 2 — FEE 
— 2 
: 


— = 
—— — 
—— 


2 


[ 168 ] 


hath found a Ranſome. -Infinite Juſtice and 
eternal Truth claimed it; infinite Love gave it; 
infinite; Wiſdom contrived a Way, and from 
Eternity, drew the Plan; and infinite Power 
alone, was ſufficient to bear our Sins, pay our 
Debts; ſpoil Principalities and Powers; lead 
Captivity Captive 3 receive Gifts for Men, even 
for the Rebellious, that the Lox D GoD might 
dwell with them, and they with him to all 
Eternity. | 

Hear then ye Children of Men ; yea, he 
that hath an Ear, let him hear. Gop fo loved 
the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, to be the Propitiation for our Sins, that 
we might live through him; he is the Way, 
the Truth, the Life; no Man cometh to Gop, 
but by him: he is the alone Saviour: neither 
is their any other Name given under Heaven, 
whereby Sinners can be ſaved, but only by 
the Name of JESUS. He is God-Man, and 
therefore every Way adequaie to the Work of 
Man's Redemption. Yea, he is very Gop, 
begotten of the .Father by an Eternal Genera- 
tion. He is his Eternal Wiſdom, Word, and 
effectual Might. By him were all Things 
made, and without him was nothing made that 
is made. He is Gop over all, bleſſed for 
ever, He and his Father are One. As touch- 
ing his God-head, *tis no Robbery with him to 
pe-equal with the Father, 


And 
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And he is alſo very Man. He took our Na- 
ture upon him: was made of a Woman: mani- 
feſted in Fleſh : made under the Law: fulfilled 
all Righteouſneſs ; tempted like unto us in all 
Things, Sin only excepted : freely ſuffered Death 
in our Stead, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he 
might bring us to Gop. But he through the 
Eternal Spirit, hath overcome Death and Hell: 
he hath burſt the Barriers of the Tomb : 
he hath aſcended up on High. His Humi- 
liation bath exalted his human Nature into 
Glory, where he ever lives; pleading to Juſtice, 
the Virtue of his Death, and making Interceſſion 
for us. 

Oh! ſtop here a little, my dear Reader; and 
let us view and admire a while this amazing 
Myſtery ; this Goodneſs infinite and immenſe , 
this ſtupendous Grace; this Love that paſſeth 
Knowledge; this exact Juſticez this conſummate 
Wiſdom; this Wonder ſo Divine! Let us a- 
dore and own, that here all Language fails ; 
neither hath it entered into the Heart of Man 
or Angel to conceive the Length and Breadth, 
and Heighth and Depth of the Love of Gop 
in CHRIST IEsus: the unſearchable Riches of 
his Grace in the dear Redeemer. Here all 
Words are loſt. Let us pauſe a little; and 
let expreſſive Silence, and buſy Contemplation, 


muſe a while, the Praiſe of our dear Imma- 
nuęl. 
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Gop could not ſuffer, Man could not ſatisfy : 
but what could not God-Man ! Here, and here 
only, can:Gop hold all his glorious Attributes 
inviolable; and yet pardon believing Sinners. 
In Jzsvs only Mercy and Truth meet toge- 
ther; Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs: each other. 


As he is the Eternal Gop, he gives an infi 


nite Value to the Sacrifice. As he is very and 
perfect Man, he can juſtly and perfectly fuffer 
for our Sins. As Man, he had a Power to 
lay down his Life, and as Gop, he had a Power 
to take it again, to vanquiſh Death, and with 


the Divine Nature, to exalt the Human to the 


Right-hand of Glory, as our Forerunner. 
Oh ! ſtupendous Grace] and conſummate 
Wiſdom! None but the Nature of Gop offended, 
could reconcile Man to Gop : none but the 
nature of Man, which had ſinned, could juſtly 
and properly ſuffer for Sin. His Son there- 
fore, whoſe Outgoings are from Everlaſting, 
who is the very and eternal Gobp, becomes 
very and perfect Man ; that he might pay unto 
vindictive Juſtice, the utmoſt Farthing; and 
reconcile Man to Gop. He 1s the one fit and 
proper Mediator betwixt Gop and Man, be- 
cauſe he is a Partaker of the Nature of both 
Parties, and therefore well acquainted with both. 
He is the one Propitiation, every Way ſufficient 
for the Sins of Mankind: for he is God-Man, 
and upon him was laid the Iniquities of us all. 
| He 
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He gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works, Ohl 
Goodneſs, infinite and immenſe ! Immanuel 
dies to ſatisfy Truth and Juſtice z and the un- 
godly Sinner, that believeth on him, is par- 
doned and purified, to manifeſt his free Grace 
and ſpotleſs Purity. Sin is puniſhed in the 


Body and Soul of Jxsvs, to teitify the Wrath. 


and vindictive Vengeance of Gop againit Sin, 
and that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might 
be fulfilled in us z who walk not after the 
Fleſh but after the Spirit: that his Righteouſ- 
neſs, through Faith imputed, might be de- 
clared for the Remiſſion of our Sins that are paſt, 
and that in his Light beholding him, as with 
open Face, we might be changed into his 
Image from Glory to Glory, even by the Spirit 

of the Lon b. | 


X. Come then, ſaith the great and eternal 
Gop, ye. Children of Men, and let us reaſon 
together: learn to know ye who are Murmurers 
againſt God, that ye have no Cauſe to com- 
plain, againſt your Maker, your Nature, or 
even your firſt Parents. Of his mere Grace 
did our Gop make every Creature; for he be- 
ing abſolutely happy and perfe& in and from 
himſelf to all Eternity, can ſuffer no Addition 
or Diminution thereof by the Exiitence or Non- 


Exiſtence of any Creature, He made alſo every 
Crea- 
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Creature perfectly good and happy after its 
Kind; and how could it be otherwiſe ? For 
ſurely infinite Goodneſs muſt freely do all things 
well. But know, O Man, that he made thee 
of the moſt perfect Kind; he taught thee more 
than the Beaſts of the Field, and made thee 
wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven. He made 
thee in his own Image, after his own Like- 
neſs: he endow'd thee with Paradiſe, and made 
thee a Lord of the Creation. He breathed into 
thee the Breath of Lives, a Ray of himſelf ; 
and therefore was thy Nature made eternally 
free and immortal. Thou muſt therefore exiſt 
for ever, either as a flaming Torch of Light 
and Love in the Loxp thy Gop, or as a 
burning, tormented Fire-brand in the Hand of 
him, who is a Conſuming Fire. But he neither 
made or willed thee miſerable : he made thee 
truly happy: thine Underſtanding was clearly 
illuminated by the Divine Spirit: thy Vill in- 
fluenced, ſo that thou didſt freely will thy 
Gop, and all things in and for him: thine 
Aﬀeftions were inflamed with divine Love, fo 
that by Nature, thou waſt ready, not only to 
know, but alſo chearfully and willingly to do 
the Will of thy Creator. And as to thy Body, 
though made of the Duſt of the Ground, *twas 
an Habitation of the Three-One GOD; and 
therefore by him quickened, enlivened, and re- 
fined ; and doubtleſs, hadſt thou ſtood obe- 
dient, would have bcen f6*till glorified, Thus 


was 
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was thou, beyond all Imagination, created hap- 
py. Thy Will was right, thy Conſcience clear, 
thy Head unclouded, thy Affections flaming 
with heavenly Love, and thy every Paſſion, in 
its proper Channel, and due Subjection. Thy 
Body beautiful, healthful, ſtrong, lively, and 
ready to. obey thy Will: thy Habitation Para- 
diſe, thy Kingdom, this lower World, Gop 
and Angels thy Counſellors and Companions, 
and thy Subjects, all the Creatures. Neither 
was thou made a poor, miſerable Tyrant, or 
thy Subjects Slaves or Rebels; but thou waſt 
made a King indeed, and a true God- like Lord. 
In thy Gop thou didſt enjoy that Wiſdom 
which is profitable to diſcern and direct, that 
Power and Riches which is fully ſufficient to 
protect and govern, and that Love and Good- 
neſs, which uſes Power and Wiſdom, not for 
Miſery and Deſtruction, but for the Subjects 
Happineſs and Welfare. The Service therefore 
of thy Subjects was not Slavery but Freedom; 
they loved thee for and in Gop, becauſe bus 
thou didſt love them, and becauſe they loved, 
they freely ſerved, and becauſe they thus loved 
and ſerved, thou, according to thy Nature, 
muſt love more abundantly, and command 
more freely for their good. Thou unto them, 
in and for thy Maker was their Praiſe, and as 
God.: and they in and for Gow, thy peculiar 
Care. *Twas thine in Gop to command, and 
theirs to obey. Thus, when Gop commanded 


them 
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them to paſs before thee, twas done: they, like 
loyal Subjects, and honeſt Courtiers, unmix*d 
with well-diffembled Rebels, or ſneaking Flatter- 
ers, with fraudleſs, pleaſing Blandiſhment, obey'd, 
and came before thee : and hu, like a good and 


wiſe King, a true Pater Patriæ, didſt diſcern 


their Natures, and give them Names according- 
ly; thou, in the Spirit of ſtrict, unerring Juſ- 
tice, without the leaſt Partiality, didſt declare 
their reſpective Offices, and aſſign to each his 
proper Bufineſs and Employment. And Zhey 
thereat well pleaſed, in the Language of Na- 
ture, did all acknowledge, that this thy De- 
claration, or under Gob, appointment, was 
wiſeſt, juſt, beſt. Oh, gracious God! 
Happy, mighty King! and bleſſed Sub- 
nw | | 

Know then, O Man, thy Nature, thy 
State, thy Place, and murmur againſt thy 
Maker, or thy Making if thou canſt. Thy 
Place was Paradiſe, thy State, that of a real and 
mighty King; and thy Nature, of the moſt 


perfect Kind; free, angelical, divine. Thus was 


thou, O Man, at firſt, created holy, happy, 
upright, perfect: not abſolutely ſo; for a Being 
abſolutely perfect, hath its Perfection in and 
from itſelf, is ſelf-exiſtent, independent and in- 
variable. But every Creature muſt receive its 

Ve 
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Being, and conſequently all its Perfection from 
its Creator: to ſuppoſe then a Creature abſolutety 
perfect ; to ſuppoſe it to be ſelf - exiſtent, inde- 
pendent, and by Nature immutably happy, is 
to ſuppoſe it to be a Creature, and not a 
Creature, which is a plain Contradiction. Ab- 
ſolute Perfection then being peculiar to Gon, 
thou muſt, O Man, have thy Perfection and 
Happineſs in and from him, as well as every 
other Creature: thus was thou made perfect: 
thus was thou created an incorruptible Picture 
of the GoD of Glory. But to continue 
thus was in thy own Choice and Power. Of 
all the Trees of the Garden, 1aid Gop, thou 
mayſt freely eat, but to this was annex d that 
holy Command and loving Information, Thou 
ſhalt not eat of the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil; for in the Day that thou 
eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt furely die. Thus was 
Death and Life ſet before thee z and wilt thou 
murmut becauſe thou waſt made by Nature 
free? As well may the bleſſed Angels or Arch- 
angels murmur, becauſe they are not Stocks or 
Stones, Hadſt thou not been by Nature free, 
What Proof couldſt thou have given to thy 
benign Creator, of thy conſtant Faith or con- 
tinued fervent Love? Or what Praiſe, what 
Reward received from thy unſpotted Virtue, or 
fincere Obedience ? Not free: with thee there 


could have been no Virtue, no Vice: for how 
could 


7s 


could Virtue be Virtue, when tliere was 1% 


Poſſibility of acting contrary? Or how could Vice 
be Vice, hadſt thou been made not a free, but 


_ neceſſary Agent? Thou couldſt not then have 


been properly ſaid to act at all, but rather to 
have been acted upon. Maugre then, O vain 
Man, thy Pride, and obſtinate Rebellion: here- 
in, Gop 1s clear, when he is judged, Twas 
by Man that Sin enter'd, and Death by Sin, 
and ſo Death ſpiritual, Temporal, and eter- 
nal, paſied upon all Men ; for all were then 


in one: And therefore in Adam all die. Oh! 


how is now. the Scene changed, the mighty 


fallen, and the Glory departed from him! the 


Intercourſe is now broke off betwixt the Deity 
and his Soul: he no longer ſtands the Image 
of Gop, viſibly expreſs'd, but an Image of the 
Beaſt and Devil: his N ature, with regard to 
the Body, is earthly, ſenſual : and with regard 
to the Soul, deviliſh. 


But thy Soul being, O Man, by Nature Im- 


mortal, a Ray, a Spark, a Breath of. the un- 


beginning, never-ending Gop, muſt exiſt for 
ever, though in eternal Death and Miſery : 
yea, every Faculty and Eſſence of thy Soul muſt 
exiſt, though in a different Manner. Thus thy 
Will, by Nature, eternally free, muſt exiſt : but 
now no longer (before Grace) doth it freely wil! 
Good, but only Evil, and that continually. A- 
gain, Thy Soul is by Nature cternally, a think- 
| | ing 
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ing, judging, reaſoning Being; and to ſuppoſe 
that it ſhall for ever ceaſe to think, judge, or 
reaſon; is as abſurd, as to ſuppoſe that it ſhall 
ceaſe to exiſt. Thy Soul then muſt exert its 
Faculties: but now it being void of divine 
Light, thy Thinking is only Evil, thy Judg- 
ing is corrupt, and all thy Reaſonings, vain 
and carnal: the Light that is in thee, is Dark- 
neſs; and if ſo, How great is that Darkneſs ? 
And now alſo thy AFections, being alienated 
from the divine Life, and thy Paſſions turned 
from their proper Objects, are no longer pro- 
ductive of thy Happineſs, but Miſery. Thus, 
thy pure Love of Go p, is changed into a 
tormenting Self-love; from whence flows an 
evil, unſatisfied Deſire of Creatures, inſtead 
of the Creator. Thy holy Confidence, Bold- 
neſs and Superiority in Gop, is changed into 
deviliſh Pride and Selfiſnneſs: thy precious and 
heart-refreſhing Grief for the Unhappineſs of 
any Creature: into oblique, pining, racking Envy 
againſt that which is Godlike ; and thy divine 
Anger or vindictive Juſtice againſt Sin, into a 
helliſh, fiery, tormenting Rage againſt Gop and 
Creatures; whereby thou art plung'd deeper and 
deeper into the Abyſs of eternal Miſery. This 
is the wretched State, O Man, thy poor Soul 
by Sin is reduced unto : and as to thy Body, 
it being rendered deſtitute of the divine Light 
and Love, and deprived of its quickening, re- 
freſhing, glorifying Power, is become ſubject 
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to Labours, Pains, Diſeaſes, Death. Duſt it 
is, and unto Duſt it ſhall return. 

Neither doth curſed, hell-deſerving Sin, ſtop 
here ; it caſts Man out of Paradiſe, and makes an 
inroad into the Creation. Yea, by reaſon of thee, 
O Man, the Creatures themſelves were made 
ſubje&t unto Vanity: and they now groan and 
travel together in Pain, under the Bondage of 


Corruption, whereto thou by Sin haſt reduced 


them. Hereby was the Ground curfed, the 
Air infected, the Water poiſoned, and the Fire 
impowered to deſtroy thee. Hence came the 
Diſorders of Cold, Hot, Wet, and Dry. Hence 
inclement and unfruitful Seaſons, Thorns, 
Thiſtles, Briars, and all the malignant Qualities 


of outward Nature. Hence Diſorders, Tu- 


mults, Wars, amongſt the Creatures. HFreby 


thy Subjects were rendered Slaves or Rebels, 


and thou their Prey or Tyrant: in a Word, 
hence came the War of Elements, the Wrecks 
of Matter, and finally the Diſſolution of theſe 


lower Worlds. 


Ah! Woeful Fall ! Curſed Sin! wretched, 
heaven-daring, Hell-deſerving Man, and finful 


Rebel, againſt a juſt and gracious GOD! 


Whoſe Fault? Whoſe, but thy own, ungrate- 
fuß Man ? Canſt thou fay, that Gop cauſed or 
ortlaſned thy Fall? No, verily : he ordained 
thee free, but thou thyſelf art Author of thy 
Fall. But he foreknew.” What then? This 
had no Influence on thy Fault: *twould have 


been 
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been certain unforeknown. He foreknoweth all 
Things: but ſurely thou wilt not ſay he doth 
all that he foreknoweth. As well mightſt thou 
ſay, thou haſt done all Things which thou re- 
membreſt : yea, all Things which thou ſeeſt: 
for he ſeeth all Things in their future Exiſt- 
ence, as though they were. Accuſe not then 
thy Maker, or thy Making, Predeſtination or 
Preſcience Divine, but know and own, Oh, 
ſinful Man, that thou, only * art juſtly to 
be blamed. 


But thou, perhaps, wilt ſay, « Wherefore 
ſhould I derive an evil, corrupted Nature from 
my firſt Parents, or inherit the Want of original 
Righteouſneſs from them?“ To this I anſwer, 
Wherefore doth every Creature generate after 
his Kind? It muſt be fo, according to the 
eternal Nature and Reaſon of Things. An 
evil Tree cannot bring forth good Fruit: As 
juſtly then mayſt thou complain, becauſe Thorns 
do not produce Grapes z3 as murmur againſt 
thy Gop; becauſe Adam, and his Deſcendants, 
beget Sons and Daughters after their own Like- 
neſs. But though I cannot juſtly blame 
Gop, may I not blame Adam? Is it not hard 
that I ſhould ſuffer for him?“ No, verily; O 
Man: thou only art juſtly to be blamed for 
thy Damnation, and not another: neither doſt 
thou ſuffer for Adam. But as thou didſt fin 
in Adam; ſo *tis quite right, and according to 
the Nature of Things, that thou ſhouldſt die 
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i# him. Obſerve, he did not fin for himfelf 
and thee, and thou againſt thy Will and Know- 
ledge die for his Sin: but thou didſt fn and 
die in him. As I live, faith the Loxp, the 
Children ſhall not die for the Parents, nor the 
Parents for the Children,. but every Man ſhall 
die for his own Sin. And fince the Promiſe, 
The Woman's Seed ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, 
is come to Adam, and in him to All: fince 
there is one Mediator betwixt Gop and Man, 
the Man CHRISTH JEsvs, who hath taſted Death 
for every Man, who is the Propitiation for 
our Sins, and not for ours only, but for the 
Sins of the whole World. Since the free Gift 
of Gop is come upon all Men to juſtification 
of Life. Since JIEsus, the Eternal Word, is 


the true Light which lighteth every Man that 


cometh into the World. Since the Grace of Gop 
hath appeared, bringing Salvation unto al Men, 
and the Goſpel hath been preached in every Crea- 
ture (i Tan T1 xo Coll. i. 23) Know, O Man, 
thou ſhalt neither be condemned for the Sin 
of Adam, nor thine own Sin done in bim: 
no, verily z This is the Condemnation, that Light 
is come into the World, and thou loveſt Dark- 
neſs rather than Light. 

But, perhaps, thou wilt fay, Though 
Light is come, I have not Power; I have 
again, and again, reſolved to do the Will 
of GoD, but how to perform that which 
is Good, I find not: therefore fince my 


Strife 
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Strife is unavailing, I am weary thereof, I will 
ſtrive no more, becauſe I ſee *tis all in vain.” 
Nay, but O Man, who art thou that replieſt 
againſt Gop ? Who art thou that telleſt him 
he is a hard Maſter, reaping where he hath not 
ſown ? Out of thine own Mouth, thou wicked 
Servant, ſhall he judge thee. Thou kneweſt 
that he was an hard and auſtere Maſter: oughteſt 
thou therefore to bury thy Talent in a Nap- 
kin ? Oughteſt thou to negle& and deſpiſe 
the Power thou already haſt ? Nay, verily : 
ſince thou ſuppoſeſt him to be an hard Maſ- 
ter; the rather therefore oughteſt thou to uſe 
it: at leaſt, thou ſhouldſt put thy Maſter's 
Talent to the Exchangers, that when he cometh, 
he may receive his own with Uſury. Repent 
then, thou wicked Servant, ariſe thou poor, 
— wretched, ſlothful Sinner, left thy 
Portion be with the Hypocrites and Unbe- 
lievers; leſt thou be caſt into outer Darkneſs, 
with the unprofitable Servants, where is wee 
ing, and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth. 

But wilt thou ſay, ** Perhaps I am ordained to 
be damned: how know I that Gop willeth that I 
ſhould be ſaved?” To this I anſwer, Search 
the Scriptures: how readeſt thou? Is it not 
written, He willeth that all Men ſhould be 
ſaved, and come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth: For Jzs8vs Car1sT gave himſelf a 
Ranſom for all, And again, I have no Plea- 
ſure in the Death of him that dieth, faith the 
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Loxp, Gop. Wherefore turn and live, be not 
faithleſs, but believing. Our Gop hath ſpoken : 
Mankind ſhall not be loſt, but ſaved, who will : 
1 *tis not of Will in Man, but Grace in 
' Gop, who gave his Son to be in Adam's 
_ a Sei of all Righteouſneſs, active 
and 


* This Matter, I think, is both clearly and ſublimely 
expreſſed, by our heavenly illuminated, and bleſſed Poet, 
Mir rox, in his juſtly admired Poem, Paradiſe Loſt, where 
he repreſents Gop the Father ſpeaking to the Son, as 
follows 


Man ſhall not quite be loſt, but ſav'd who 23/!, 
Yet not of // in him, but Grace in me 

' Freely vouchſaft ; once more I will renew 

His lapſed Powers, though forfeit and enthrall'd 
By Sin to foul exorbitant Defires ; 

Upheld by Me, yet once more he ſhall ſtand 
On even Ground againſt his mortal Foe, 

By Me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His fall'n Condition is, and to Me owe 

All his Deliv'rance, and to none but Me. 

Same I have choſen of peculiar Grace 
Elect above the reſt, fo is my Will; 
The reſt ſhall hear me call, and oft be warn'd. 
Their ſinful State, and to appeaſe betimes 
Th' incenſed Deity, while offer'd Grace 
Invites ; for I will clear their Senſes dark, 
What may ſuffice, and ſoft'n ſtony Hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring Obedience due. 
To Prayer, Repentance, and Obedience due, 
Though but exdeavour'd with ſincere Intent, 
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Paſſive in our Stead, that we being tranſplanted 
into him, might receive his ' Righteouſneſs, 
through Faith, imputed for the Remiſſion of 
our Sins: that from him, as from a ſecond 
Root, we might receive new and eternal Life : 
that in him we might have free and full 
Salvation, eternal and compleat Redemption. 
| Know then, O Man, that in and by him, 
all that are ſav'd, are ſav'd, but without him, 
none. Know alſo, that if thou periſh, it is 
thine own Fault; thou wilt not come unto 
Jzsvs, that thou mayſt have Life. 

« But is not this making mine own Will the 
Ground and Cauſe of my Salvation?“ No, verily; 
the free Grace of the Three-One Gop is the on- 
ly Ground thereof, and CHRIST IESsus, the 
God-Man, the only Means: *tis in and through 
bim that thou haſt the leaſt Will or Deſire to 
be ſaved. Tis not then of thee that willeth, 
| but 


Mine Ear ſhall not be flow, mine Eye not ſhut. 
And I will place within them as a Guide 

My Umpire Conſcience, whom if they will hear, 
Light after Light well us'd they ſhall attain, 
And to the End perſiſting, ſafe arrive. | 
This my long Sufferance and my Day of Grace 
They who negle& and ſcorn, ſhall never taſte ; 
But hard be harden'd, blind be blinded more, 
That they may ſtumble on, and deeper fall; 

And none but ſuch from Mercy I exclude. 
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but of him that ſheweth Mercy: of him that 
worketh in thee this Will. But this I will 
ſay, if thou haſt a Will, thou haſt the Warrant 
of the Three-One God, iſſued forth from the 
Court of Heaven, ſign'd by the Triune Coun- 
cil, ſealed by the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 
venant ; delivered in the Preſence of us, his 
Ambaſſadors and Witneſſes: we have ſeen and 
known, and therefore we teſtify that the Tenor 
of the Warrant runs, Whoſoever will, let bim 
take of the Water of Life, freely. 

Beware that ye deſpiſe not this our Meſſage: 
beware that ye ſay not in your Heart, We will 
not have the God-Man to reign over us. O neg- 
le& not ſuch great Salvation. Trample not on 
the Blood of the Covenant; for ſuch Mur- 
therers, ſuch double Crucifiers of the Lok D of 
Life and Glory, ſhall be deſtroyed; and in the 
great Day of the Lok p, their City, this World, 
ſhall be burnt up, and we ſhall, we will, we 
mult appear as a Witneſs againſt them. 

„But don't you hold Election? If fo, what if 
according to the Purpoſe and F oreknowledge of 


Go, I be not elected? Then tho? I ſtrive never 


ſo earneſtly to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, *tis 


all in vain.” To this I anſwer, That our Gop 


hath unconditionally choſen ſome of peculiar 
Grace and Gifts, according to his own Will, 
Purpoſe, and Grace in CHRIST Jxsvus, before 
the World began, is an eternal Truth, ma- 
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nifeſt to all who believe the Scriptures z and 
to all who are ſealed with. the Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe, and 'feel in themſelves the Work- 

| ings thereof; this is a Doctrine full of Godly 

Comfort; *tis the Anchor of the Soul, againſt 
all the Storms of Life, the Rage of Men and 
Devils, and the Floods and Whirlwinds of 
Deſpair, But what then? tho? our God hath 
thus choſen ſome, hath he quite rejected and final- 
ly reprobated all the reſt? Doth he will that they 
ſhould all be damn'd ? Where readeſt thou that? 
Not in God's Book; for .there *tis written that 
he willeth all Men to be ſaved and to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth. To thee then O Man 
he calls, to Day, if thou wilt hear his Voice har- 
den not thy Heart; reſiſt not his Spirit, and 
Grace after Grace, Light after Light even thou 
ſhalt attain. To him that hath ſhall be given, 
and he ſhall have more abundantly. Wherefore 
then art thou wroth, or wherefore is thy Counte- 
nance fallen? If thou doſt well ſhalt not thou alſo 
be accepted? Yea, and to the end enduring ar- 
rive ſafe in the bliſsful Manſions of our heavenly 
Father. And what tho? in a great Houſe there 
are various Veſſels, ſome of greater and ſome 
of leſs Capacity? Should'ſt thou therefore mur- 
mur ? Shouldſt thou ſay unto him that made 
thee, and placed thee in his Houſe ? Why haſt 
thou made me thus ? Why haſt thou placed me 
here? As well might an Angel ask why am not 
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T an Archangel ? Or the Archangel, why am 
not I a Cherubim or a Seraphim? But again; 
how know'ſt thou? Oh, Man! that with re- 
gard to God's Foreknowledge, thou art not 
one of thoſe peculiar choſen ones? Who told 
thee thou art not? Men or Devils ? Herein they 
are not of God's Council ; thine own Heart ? 
*Tis deceitful above all things, hearken not 
then to it or them. The things that are ſecret 
belong unto. Goo, thoſe that are revealed to us 
and our Children; as yet this is a ſecret thing, 
leave it to Gop above, ſollicit not thy Thoughts 
therewith : ſerve thy God and fear him: be 
thou faithful over a few things, and he will 


make thee Ruler over many. Wherefore ſhould'ſt 


thou extract Poiſon from the ſweeteſt Flower? 
Wherefore ſhould that which is ordained for 
the Comfort and Support of Gop's Elect, be 
unto thee a Rock of Offence and an Occaſion 
of ſtumbling ? Is it ſo? That they who are 
fealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, unto 
the Day of Redemption ; they who know that 
they are the called of Gop, according to his 
Purpoſe and Grace in CHRIST JEsvs, are 
ſtedfaſtly perſwaded, and divinely confident that 
nothing ſhall ſeparate them from the Love of 
Gop in CnrisT Jxsus ? The rather then 
oughteſt thou alſo to give all Diligence to 
make thy Calling and Election ſure. 

„ But is not the Grace of Gov irreſiſtible? 
Shall I not be made willing in the Day of his 
Power 
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Power? What need then of giving Diligence? 
What Reaſon to trouble my Head about it? * 
Beware, O vain Man, leſt the Woe againſt the 
Careleſs ones, and thoſe that are at Eaſe, be pro- 
nounced againſt thee. What tho? the Grace of our 
Gop, in the Day of his Power, be in ſome 
ſort irreſiſtible? What then? Are there not 
alſo thoſe, of whom it is ſaid, Ye ſtiff-necked 
and uncircumciſed in Heart and Ears, ye do 
always reſiſt the Holy Ghoit, as your Fathers 
did, ſo do ye. Take heed that thou beeſt not 
one of theſe. If thou be, thou haſt no juſt 
Ground to expect to ſee that Day of his Power, 
chat Time of refreſhing, from the Preſence of 
the LORD: For the Hypocrite's Hope ſhall periſh. 
But again, What though the Grace of our 
God in ſome, be not only irreſiſtible, but alſo 
miraculouſly as well as ſovereignly free, Who art 
thou that replieſt againſt Gop ? Wilt thou be 
evil, becauſe he is good? Wilt thou fin that 
Grace may abound ? Oh! beware, leſt thou 
be convinced when it 1s too late, that thy 
Damnation 1s not only real, but alfo 


juſt. 


XI. Having anſwered the moſt obvious 
Objections of carnal Reaſon, and removed the 
moſt common Hindrances, I ſhall no proceed 
to direct and adviſe thoſe who believe our Re. 


port, but unto whom the Arm of the LorD 
hath 
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hath not been yet revealed. Thoſe who earn- 


eſtly deſire to ſeek the Kingdom of Gop, but as 
yet have not found. 


Ye believe that Gop is: you have a F Faith 


that is built on Argument: to you, he is 


clearly manifeſt by the Things that are made: 


the Heavens, the Earth, and every Creature 


declares this firſt, this great, this eternal Truth ; 


Cod is. And is not he allo a Rewarder 


of all who diligently ſeek him? The. Holy 
Scriptures, and Experience, alſo teſtify this. 
But, ſay you, When and where ſhall we ſeek 
him? How ſhall we know him? And, what 
are the Benefits that redound unto thoſe who 
know him ? And firſt, when ſhall we ſeek 
him ? To-day, while it is called To-day : now 
is the accepted Time : now is the Day 
of Salvation, Pardon is promiſed to the Pe- 
nitent : but no To-morrow, to the Negligent. 
Let Heaven then be your 'primum quarite : 
delay not to ſeek your Gop, for how know ye 
what a Day may bring forth. Seek him then 
immediately: fſeck him diligently : - ſeek him 
conſtantly. But if ye ſay, Where ſhall we ſeek 
him? Know ye that he is not far from every 
one of you: the Word is nigh you: the Goſ- 
pel, which we preach, hath been preached i 
every Creature: in Gop ye live, and move, 
and have your Being. Seek him then within 
you : Is not his Kingdom there? There ſeek it, 


and 
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and ye ſhall find. Knock, and the Myſteries 
thereof ſhall be opened in you. Ask, and ye 
ſhall ſoon have ſome Token of his Love, ſome 
Ray of celeſtial Light, whereby ye ſhall know 
and feel that there is a Gop, by a Demon- 
ſtration, far ſuperior to any that can be brought 
from the Heavens, Earth, Books, Creatures. 
Seek him then within you, in praying, reading, 
hearing, meditating ;z and in all Works of Juſ- 
tice, Charity, Mercy, Piety : thus learn ye the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of Gop, of the 
Doctrine of CarisT : thus learn ye Faith to- 
wards God, through that Eternal Word, who 
giveth a Ray of divine Light to all : thus turn 
ye from dead Works to ſerve the Living 
Gop. Let him inſpire your Thoughts, 
direct your Works; and draw you to his 
Son. 

Again, ye whoſe Underſtanding is inlight- 
ened. Ye who have taſted the good Word of 
Gop, and the Powers of the World to come. 
Ye, who not only know, but alſo feel that 
Gor is. Know ye that the Ground and Reaſon 
of this is Jesus. CHRIST, the God-Man, who 
lived and dyed at Feruſalem. Twas he who 
ſaw thee, Natbanael, under the Fig-tree, and 
knew the Integrity of thy Heart. "Twas he, 
Cornelius, who inſpired thy Prayers, directed 
and ſanctified thine Alms, and cauſed both to 
come up in memorial before our Gop, Ac- 


know- 
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knowledge then that he is the Eternal Son of 
Gop, the true Meſſiah, the Serpent Bruiſer, 
the Everlaſting King of I/rae/. Deny your- 
ſelves, take up your daily Croſs, follow him, 
and continue in his Word, and ye ſhall ſee 
greater things than theſe. Leaving therefore 
theſe firſt Principles of his Doctrine, go ye on 
to Perfection. Be ye acquainted with the Me- 
diator. Acknowledge the Redeemer, who is 
perfect Gop, and perfect Man, and in whom 
Ve have perfect, compleat, and eternal Re- 
demption, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Otherwiſe, if ye fall from theſe 
firſt Principles, 'twill be impoſſible to renew 
you to Repentance, as it was impoſſible to re- 
new Adam, before the God-Man was made ma- 
nifeſt by that Promiſe, The Woman's Seed 
ſnall bruiſe the Serpent's Head. But if ye 
will receive the Record that GO PD giveth 
of his Son: if ye will not trample upon his 
Blood, all Manner of Sins and Blaſphemies 
ſhall be forgiven unto you; for the Blood of 
Jesvs CRRIST, the Son of Gop, cleanſeth from 
all Sin. 

Again, Ye, who not only believe in Gop, 


but alſo believe and acknowledge, That ]Jzsus 


CRRISTH is the Son of Gop, the true Meſſiah: 
ye who are ready to fay, Though all Men deny 
him, we will not. Ye who have ſeen his Mi- 
racles, heard his Sayings, and in ſome Degree 
are ſanctified by his Blood, or clean thro' the 
Word ſpoken unto you. Ye, who it may be, 

have 


[ 291 ] 

have preached, wrought Miracles, and even caſt 
out Devils in his Name. Know ye that Fleſh 
and Blood hath not brought you thus far, but 
our heavenly Father. Yet know ye alſo that 
ye have a bitter Cup to drink, and a fiery 
Baptiſm to be baptized with, before that in the 
Chriſtian Senſe, ye be converted. Ye, perhaps, 
will ſay, That be far from us; there. zs no 
Wrath to be revealed from Heaven againſt 
Sin; *tis good for us to be here. But *tis be- 
cauſe ye know not what ye ſay, if ye will reign. 
with CHRIST, ye muſt alſo ſuffer with him. If 
ye will ſee deeply into the Myſteries of his 
Kingdom, ye mult have a deep Fellowſhip with 
him in his Agony, Ye ſay, Ye do know; 
but he hath many things to ſay, which, as yet, 
ye are not able to receive: and the things 
which ye have already heard, and which ye 
think ye do fully underſtand z ye know them 
not yet, as ye ought to know. Therefore if 
ye will do the Will of Gop; if ye will tarry 
at Feruſalem; if ye will continue in Prayer 
and Supplication, in the inward and outward 
Temple, *till your Day of Pentecoit be fully 
come, ye ſhall know that this Doctrine is of 
Gor : ye ſhall receive the promiſed Comforter, 
and he ſhall bring all things to your Remem- 
brance, and lead you into all Truth. 

In the mean Time, ye believe in Gop, ye 
believe alſo and acknowledge, That JEsus is 
the Meſſiah; but believe ye alſo in him, who 
is God-Man : know that witkout him, ye can 

do 
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do nothing. Call then upon his Name in every 
Day of Trouble. Hear him ſpeak to and in 
you. Let him be precious to your Souls. 
And if ye love him, keep his Commandments, 
and the Father through him ſhall give you 
the Comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever. Yea, he and the Father, by the 
Spirit, will come unto you, and make their 
Abode with you. And at that Day, ye ſhall 
truly know, that he is in his Father, and you in 
him, and he in you. 

Again, Ye that are at laſt convinced, that 
God is not only Love, but alſo a conſuming 
Fire. Ye who now underſtand that Wrath, as 
well as Mercy, comes from him. Ye whoſe 
Sins are ſet in array againſt you, and whoſe Souls 
begin to be exceeding ſorrowful, even unto 
Death. Ye who have begun to wreſtle with the 
Anger, and to feel the Wrath of Gop. Ve 
whoſe Moiſture is like the Drought in Sum- 
mer, whoſe very Bodies are as reſtleſs, burning 
Statues, and Souls, as whirling fiery Wheels with- 
in you. Ye who are ſo brought under the 
Thunder and Lightning of Sina?s Mount, that 
ye exceedingly quake and tremble. Ye who are 
in the Hour and Power of Darkneſs, aſſaulted 
and tempted to Deſpair, Blaſphemy and Suicide. 
Ye againſt whom Heaven, Earth, Hell and all 
creatures, ſeem to conſpire, ſo that ye are rea- 
dy to ſay with Cain, my Puniſhment is greater 


than I can bear; and to fear that every one 
that 
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that meeteth you, will flay you. Ye who ap- 
pear both to yourſelves and others to be God- 
leſs, Faithleſs, Hopeleſs, Prayerleſs, Helpleſs, 
and Miſerable; and finally conclude, that *tis 
impoſſible for you to be forgiven, either in this 
World or the World to come. To you, who 
are or may be in theſe, or like heavy Circum- 
ſtances I now write. Even for you, ye poor 
diſtreſſed, toſſed, afflicted, tempted ones: I 
have a Word of Comfort and Advice, Know 
ye then, my dear fellow Sinners and Suffer- 
ers, that though thus deplorable your Caſe 
may appear to yourſelves or others, with me 
tis not deſperate : for a Night and a Day 
have I been in this great Deep, and yet from 
thence hath my gracious. Logp delivered me. 
Yea, he pleads the Virtue of his precious Blood, 
and it hath availd, even for the Chief of Sin- 
ners, me. And know ye, that if your Souls 
and Bodies be yet united, the Door of Mercy 
is not yet ſhut againſt you. What though you 
be Sinners and Ungodly ? Jzs&Us CHRIST, 
the God-Man, in due Time, died for ſuch : 
he hath yet Power on Earth to forgive all Man- 
ner of Sins and Blaſphemies, and to heal all 
Diſeaſes. What though all the Sins of the 
World, paſt, preſent and future, were even 
in one of you concentered ? Yet there is 
Virtue and Sufficiency enough, in the Blood of 
Jesus, to cleanſe therefrom z yea, it cleanſeth 
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from all Sin. Jzsvs i is the Propitiation, not 
only for our Sius, but for the Sins of the whole 
World. What though you have a hard and 
filthy Heart? Jzs8vs can ſoften and cleanſe it. 
Yea, he can take away the Heart of Stone, 
and give you a Heart of Fleſh: he can waſh 
your Bodies and Souls with pure Water, and 
cleanſe you from all Unrighteouſneſs. What 
though you be in the very Belly of Hell, and 
ſeem to be' utterly loſt? He came to ſeek 
and ſave the Loſt: He can pluck you as 
Brands out of the Burning: He will by no 
Means break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the ſmoaking Flax, until he hath ſent forth 
Judgment unto Victory. What though you 
be utterly void of ſpiritual Strength, and Help- 
leſs? He giveth Power to the Faint, and to 
them that have no Might, he increaſeth Strength. 
What though you be poſſeſs'd, not only with 
ſeven Devils, but even with a Legion ? He 
can caſt them out: and for this very End 
was GoD manifeſt in the Fleſh to take a- 
way our Sins, and to deſtroy all the Works 
of the Devil. O hear then ye poor diſtreſſed, 
weary, heavy-laden Sinners, the Advice of one, 
who is the Chief of Sinners, and hath yet 
found Mercy, 

Our Gop and Saviour hath ſpoken, He that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away, but his Word ſhall 
never fail. Let him then be true, and Devils, 
Men 
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Men, and all Creatures, Liars. Walk in the 
Steps of our F ather Abraham. Hope even 
noatſt Hope. Stagger not at his Promiſe, 
through Unbelief : but be ye ſtedfaſtly per- 
ſwaded, he both can, and will perform it; and 
maugre all Appearances, tho? Creatures, Men, 
Devils, and even your own Hearts alſo, ſay, 
Ye are abſolutely and irrecoverably loſt ; be- 
lieve them not : ſtick ye to the Word of Pro- 
miſe, and ye ſhall prove that our God is true, 
and they are all Liars. 

Though the Multitudes rebuke and mock 
you, the Diſciples ſeem weary of your Cries, 
and wiſh their Maſter to diſmiſs you, cry ye 
ſo much the more earneſtly, IEsus, thou Son 
of Gop, thou Son of David, have Mercy on 
us. And though our Lorxp himſelf, for the 
Trial of your Faith, at preſent, ſeems to re- 
ject your Prayers; and fay, *Tis not meet 
to take the Childrens Bread and caſt it unto 
Dogs. Still ſtick ye to the Word of Promiſe : 
ſink ye into his mere Mercy: accknowledge that 
ye are but Dogs, and eurſed Sinners. But tell 
him, Even ſuch eat of the Crumbs that fall 
from their Maſter's Table. Say, though he 
ſlay us, yet will we truſt in him. If we pe- 
iſh, we will periſh at his Feet. But my Soul 
tor yours, ye will never periſh there. Your 
Faith in Difreſs ſhall ſhortly be triumphant. 
Your Heavineſs ſhall be turned into Joy. Yea, 
ye ſhall rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable and full 
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of Glory. And know alſo for your Comfort, 
ye poor, trembling, agonizing Sinners, that 
the greater is the Fight, the more glorious is 
the Conqueſt: the ſtronger is your Agony, the 
fuller is your Joy: the more hidden is the 
Pearl, the nobler and richer: the deeper and 
darker is your Hell, the higher and more 
glorious ſhall be your Heaven. Oh! faint not 
then, but ſtill fight manfully: wrap yourſelves 
up in his gracious Promiſes. If ye that are 
evil, know how to give good Gifts, ſhall not much 
mcre our Heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to 
them that aſt it. Plunge yourſelves then into 
the bloody Sea of the Death and Sufferings of 
our dear Redeemer, and let it make of you, 
what it will make. Oh! gather ye Wind and 
Strength from all his paſt Mercies, and the 
marvellous Deliverances of his Saints in all 
Ages. Wreſtle ye with Jacob, till the Break- 
ing of the Day, and let not the great Angel 
of the Covenant go, *till he bleſs you. Cry 
ye with David even out of the Belly of Hell, 
and he {hall hear you. Yea, wait ye patiently, 
and he ſhall take your Feet out of the Mire and 
Clay, and ſet you upon the Rock of Ages. 
Faſt and pray with Paul ; ſhortly the Scales 
ſhall fall from your Eyes, and ye ſhall ſee 
clearly ; the Promiſe is for an appointed Time. 
Oh! wait ye for it, ſo ſhall there be great Joy 
in the Heaven above, and alſo in the Heaven 
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in you; becauſe a Child is born, even a Child 


of Gor, an Heir of Glory. 


In the mean time, reſiſt ye manfully the de- 
pairing, murmuring, blaſphemous and murther- 
ing Suggeſtions of the Devil. Drive them from 
you, as Abraham did the Birds from his Sacrifice. 
But above all beware of the Rock of Suicide, 
that Gulph of Perdition, whereinto the Mur- 
therer of Mankind plunged Judas. Anſwer 
Satan, it is written, Thou ſhalt not kill. Fear 
him not, he cannot hurt you, to touch your 
Life he hath no Permiſſion : however he may 
threaten or perſwade, he cannot prevail without 
your free Conſent ; and this he cannot forcibly 
extort from you. However weak you are ; this, 
as one before hath wrote, is certain. ** No Man 
is herein overcome, except he will.” Oh!] refiſt 
then the Devil, and he ſhall flee from you, Be- 
lieve on the Lorp JESUS CHRIST, and he 
will come unto you. Yea, ſtand ye ſtill, qui- 
etly wait, patiently hope, and ye ſhall fee his 
free, his full Salvation. 

Ah! (fay you) we are hopeleſs and help- 
leſs, How then can we believe? We can no 
more believe, than we can make a Heaven.” 
Be it ſo: even this, poor Sinners, did ye but 
know it, is your Mercy. For in CuRIST, 
there is Faith, Hope, Love, Heaven. And he 
ſhall freely give you each: but he cannot give 
it to thoſe who need it not: he came not to 
heal the Whole, but Sick : not to call the 
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| Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, - You 
therefore are the very Perſons which he loves 


and calls: for you he died, and for you he 
even now pleads before the Throne above. His 
powerful Blood even now ſpeaks for you, bet- 
ter Things than the Blood of Abel. *Tis he 
who, binds. up the Broken-hearted, who pro- 
claims Liberty-to the Captive, and the Opening 
of the Priſon unto them that are bound. He 
mall ſend down the Holy Ghoſt, the promiſed 
Comforter, who ſhall turn, in a Moment, your 
Heavineſs into Joy, your Hell to Heaven, 
He ſhall help your Unbelief : he ſhall ſpoil 
the ſtrong Man arm'd, of his Weapons; bind 
him, and caſt him out. Yea, he himſelf ſhall 
take Poſeſſion of your Soul, dwell in you, and 
you in him. Open to you, and in you, the Myſ- 
teries of his Kingdom; fill you with Faith, 
Hope, and Love: and arm you with panoply 
divine. Then ſhall CHRIS H Jzsvs be indeed 
precious to your Hearts. Then ſhall you know 
that he is the Ohject, Author and Finiſher of 
your Faith: The Alpha and Omega of your 
Salvation. So ſhall you acknowledge, that to 
him, you owe your Deliverance, and to none 
but him. So ſhall you ſtand on more than 
on even Ground, againſt your mortal Adver- 
fary. Yea, ye ſhall ſtand upon the Rock of 
Ages, Ye ſhall be cloathed with Righteouſ- 
neſs Eternal, with unſpotted Holineſs, and com- 
pleat Redemption. You ſhall ſtand on much 
| ſurer 
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farer Ground than Adam, when in Paradiſe; 
for ye ſhall know Spiritually the Redeemer : 
ye ſhall underſtand the Nature of his mediato- 
rial Office. Ye ſhall truly know that if any 
Man fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther. Ye ſhall be join'd unto him, one Spi- 
rit, and know that he ever lives and prays that 
that your Faith may not fail, and that where he 
is, there ye may be alſo. 


XII. And now I write unto you, who are 
truly Spiritual Chriſtians: unto you, who have 
received the Holy Ghoſt fince ye believed, and 


are ſealed unto the Day of Redemption: unto 


you, who have eternal Life. For ye ſpiritually 
and myſtically know Gop, and Jzsus CHRIST, 
whom he hath ſent. Hail ye that are highly 
favoured among the Children of Men! Ye are 
they who are now come unto Mount Sion, and 
unto the City of the Living Gop, the Hea- 
venly Feruſalem, and an innumerable Company 
of Angels, to the general Aſſembly, and one 
true Church of the Firſt-born, which are writ- 
ten in Heaven, to Gop, the Judge of all, and 
to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. And 
above all, to Jesvs CHR1sT the Mediator of 
the New Covenant, and to the Blood of Sprink- 
ling, which ſpeaketh better things than the 
Blood of Abe]. Hail ! ye blood-beſprinkled 
Race. Hail ! ye Sons and Daughters of the 
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Living Gop. All hail ! ye truly anointed Ones 


of the Loxp, and in CHRISTH JExsvs, Kings 


and Prieſts, and Prophets to our Gop. Tho? 
ye have no need that any Man ſhould teach 
you any thing, fave only as that ſame Unction, 
which ye have received from above, tcacheth 


you: yet unto you, my dearly beloved Bre- 


thren, I now- write that I may ſtir up your 
pure Minds, by way of Remembrance, that I, 
whom am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, 
may put you in mind of ſome of theſe glori- 
ous Privileges, which ye 597 in CHRIST 


IEsus. 


And firſt, Be ye always mindful where your 
Almighty Strength lies; and where your er 
tream Weakneſs. Remember, that in CHRIST 


Ixsus, ye have Strength Omnipotent z Wiſ- 


dom Omniſcient; Righteouſneſs Perfect and 


Eternal; pure, unſpotted Holineſs ; and an end- 


leſs, and compleat Redemption. But in Self 
or Creature, your Strength is only Weakneſs ; 


your Wiſdom, Ignorance ; your Righteouſneſs, 


filthy Rags; your Holineſs, as a Menſtruous 
Cloth; and your Redemption, a State of Sla- 
very, and Bondage. Ye know, and therefore 
be ye always mindful, that without him, ye 
are nothing but Sin and Miſery. But at the 
ſame time remember, that he is your ſure and 
Never-failing Foundation; your Everlaſting 
Shield and Buckler ; your ſtrong Tower; your 


EX- 
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exceeding great Reward, and your everlaſting 
Sun in Light and Darkneſs, - Yea, he is your 
Sun by Day, ſenſibly apparent ; and by Night, 
he is your Sun, from whence your Stars bor- 
row all their Light and Luſtre. Ye, my dear 
Brethren, have received the divine Remem- 
brancer, the infallible Guide, and unerring 
Teacher. Ye are come to Perfection: yea, in and 
CarisT JEsvs ye are compleat : in your Kind 
and Meaſure, perfect; as your heavenly Father is 
perfect. but not in Degree. In this Re- 
ſpect, he chargeth the Angels with Folly, and 
the Heavens are not pure in his Sight, His 
Wiſdom is in and from himſelf, and Omni- 
ſcient ; theirs and ours in and from him; as 
it exiſts in us, finite; but as in him, infinite; 
and therefore in us, admits of an eternal Growth. 
He is eſſential, unchangeable, infinite Purity: 
but every Creature derives its Purity and Ho- 
lineſs from him, and therefore Grace in us, as 


well as Knowledge, admits of an infinite In- 
creaſe. 


In one Senſe then, every Spiritual Chriſtian 
can ſay, We are perfect: but in another Senſe, 
not as though I had already attained, or were 
already perfect: for as his Perfection is view'd 
in CHRIST J ESsus, *tis Infinite, Abſolute, and 
Eternal. But as in himſelf view'd and accom- 
pliſn'd, 'tis Finite, changeable, and Imperfect. 
Thus, his Union, as it is view'd in CRhRIST, 
tis eternal and indiſſoluble: he that is joined 


unto 


[ 208] 
unto the LoRp, is one Spirit. He is a new 
Creature, all old Things are done away. CHRIST 
faith, None ſhall be able to pluck you out of 
my Hands. And therefore the Language of 


divine Faith is, I am perſwaded that nothing 


ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of 
Gov in CHRIST JESUS. His Union thus, con- 
ſidered, is abſolutely firm and ſure, even as the 
Oath of the eſſentially true, and living Gop. 


But conſidered, as exiſting in the Creature, 


admits of Increaſe or Decreaſe, and as his 
Faith increaſeth or decreaſeth, ſo proportionably 
' doth the Pqſſibili ty or Impoſſibility of Diſunion. 


Oh! bleſſed then! Yea, for ever bleſſed are 
they who truly and ſpiritually know Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that he. ever lives and prays, that their 
Faith fail not. Theſe never caſt away their 
Confidence, which hath great Recompence of 
Reward. Theſe. know that the Promiſe is of 
Faith; and that both the Promiſe and Faith, 
are by Grace, that the Promiſe might be ſure 
to all the Seed of Gop and Abraham. 

Again, The true, ſpiritual Chriſtian's Commu- 
nion, as it is view'd and poſſeſs'd in Chriſt, is in- 
finitely extenſive, tis everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
and unſearchable Riches. The Language of 
Faith is, Loxp I am thy Sin, but thou art 


my Righteouſneſs. Yea, whether Pau! or Ap- 


pollos, of Cepbas, or the World, or Life or 
Peath, or Things preſent, or Things to come, 
| all 
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all are ours; becauſe he that hath All is 
ours, and we are CHRisT's, and CHRIST is 
Gop's. : 
But this manifold Wiſdom, this Everlaſt- 

ing Righteouſneſs, this unſearchable Riches, 
conſidered as exiſting in us, though immedi- 
ately drawn from him, is imperfect, and admits 
of Increaſe or Decreaſe, proportionably with our 
Faith: as it is written, He that gathereth not 
with me, ſcattereth. Thus, our Wiſdom, as 
"tis in him, is infinite; but as derived from 
him: and as it exiſts in a creaturely Manner, is 
finite : we know but in Part, and not only we, 
but alſo the Angels and Arch-angels may grow 
in Knowledge to all Eternity. Again, Our 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and our every 
Grace, as in him exiſting, is abſolutely per- 
fect, and infinitely pure; but as derived from 
him, as exiſting in a Creature, it admitz of an 
infinite Increafe or Decreaſe. Yea, the Miſery 
of a Devil, and the Happineſs of a bleſſed 
Angel, admits of an eternal Growth; though 
the one is as miſerable, and the other as hap- 
Py, at preſent, as according to the Nature of 
things, they poſlibly can be : yea their Miſery 
and Happineſs is not only negative, but poſi- 
tive; alſo their Capacity, and conſequently the 
Happineſs and Miſery of each, admits of a con- 
tinual and infinite Increaſe. Again, Our Re- 
demption, as *tis view'd in CHRIST JESUS, as 
it is poſſeſs'd by that Faith, which is the Sub- 
| ſtance 
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Rance of Things hoped for, the Evidence of 

Things not ſeen, it is perfect, unchangeable 

and eternally compleat : we, even our Souls 

and Bodies, are ſet down in heavenly Places in 

CHRIST JEsUs. But our Redemption conſi- 

dered as in us accompliſhed, is imperfect; even 

we that have received the firſt Fruits of the 

Spirit, groan within ourſelves, and know, 

that to live, is Cyr1sT, but to die, is Gain: 

yea, for us to be diſſolvd, and to be with Chriſt, 

is far better; and not only do we wait for 

this, but alſo for the Adoption, to wit, for 

the Redemption of theſe finful Bodies; for the 

ſecond Appearing of the great Gop, and our 
Saviour Jesus CHRIST, for the Day when 
theſe vile Bodies ſhall be changed, and faſhi- 

oned like unto his glorious Body : yea, for this 
do we wait, and for this we are apprehended 
of CHRIST JESUS; and then, and not till 
then ſhall our Redemption be actually or 
fully perfected. 


XIII. Hence then, let every Follower of 
IEsus learn to know the true Nature of Chriſ- 
tian Holineſs, and Perfection. 

Firſt, Know ye that there is no true Per- 
fection, but in the God. Man, Chriſt Feſus : 
without him ye can do nothing: he only is 
holy, he only is mighty, he only is the Lox D: 
in- him dwelleth the Fullneſs of the God-head 


Bodily ; and ye are compleat in him: yea, of 
| his 
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his Fullneſs, doth every true Chriſtian - conti- 


nually and immediately receive. True Perfection 
is not in us; that is, not in our Fleſh, but 
"tis in the Spirit; *tis thereby that we mortify 
the Deeds of the Body, with the Affections 
and Luſts; that our Speech is with Grace and 
Power, and our every vain Thought and car- 
nal Reaſoning, brought into Captivity, to the 
Obedience of CHRIST IESsus our Lord. The 
native Language of pure Chriſtian Faith, always 
was, is, and will be, I live, yet not I, but 
Chrift liveth in me; be is my oniy Hope of 
Glory. 

Secondly, Whatever Meaſure of Grace ye 
have attained, or unto whatſoever State of Per- 
fection ye are arrived; know that ye may grow 
therein : the Righteouſneſs of Gob is revealed 
unto us, from Faith to Faith, we go from 
Strength to Strength, and from Grace to Grace : 
if any one therefore ſhould ſay, that he is now 
ſo perfect, that he can no longer grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of our LoxD Jzsvs 
CHRIsT ; *tis plain he cannot fee afar off: he 
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. He 
comprehendeth not, what is the Length, and 
Breadth, and Depth, and Heighth of the Love 
of GoD in CHRIST JEsvs, 

Thirdly, Notwithſtanding every one, who 
hath received the Holy Ghoſt, hath an infallible 
Guide, an unerring Teacher; yet he himſelf 
3s not therefore infallible and incapable of Er- 


ror. 
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ror. Ye who have received the Divine Unctiofi; 
which is to lead you into all Truth, are not 
immediately, but gradually taught; ye have 
not already learnt all Truth: but if ye hum- 
bly hearken to the divine Teacher, he will 
teach you as you are able to bear every Truth 
in its proper Seaſon, and ſhall diſplay unto you 
new Scenes of Wiſdom, to all the countleſs 
Ages of Eternity. But if any think of them- 
ſelves more highly than they ought to think, 
if they will vainly ſuppoſe that they not only 
know in Part, but are Omniſcient; or if they 
ſhall even take the Truth he hath already 
taught them, into their own Hands; they ſhall 
ſoon ſquander it away ; then they will hold the 


Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, and not as it is in 


FESUS : then are they liable to miſtake every 
vain Imagination for Inſpiration. If the Light 
that is in thee become Darkneſs, Oh ! how 
great is that Darkneſs! Hence learn the Ground 
of all Enthuſiaſm, the Riſe of all Errors, Sects 
and Parties in Chriſtendom, and the Founda- 
tion of Antichriſtian Babel. Hence alſo learn 
the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe whoſe only Wiſdom is 
CHRIST JEsvs, and who are rooted and ground- 
ed in him, of thoſe who are his Diſciples in- 
deed, who know the Truth, and are thereby 
made free ; theſe are the true Sheep, they 
hear their Shepherd's Voice, and a Stranger they 


will not follow; if at any time they incline 


their Ear to a counterfeit Voice, or are even 
over- 
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overtaken in a Fault, they ſoon hear the Voice 
of their Shepherd behind them, ſaying, This 1s 
the Way, walk therein, Thus are they more and 
more freed from all falſe Prophets, and ſeducing 
Spirits; and though many ſuch are in the 
World, able, if it were poſſible, to deceive them, 
yet Gop's Elect ſhall eſcape them: if Gop be 
for us, what can hurt us? 

Fourthly, As no one is arrived at ſuch a 
State of Perfection, as implies Infallibility, or 
an impoſſibility to err; ſo neither is any one 
arrived at ſuch a State of Perfection, as im- 
plies Impeccability or Impeſſibility to Sin. If 
any Man imagineth that he is, he alſo de- 
ceiveth himſelf, and the Truth is not in him. 
He is not acquainted with the Nature of Gon, 
himſelf, or true Chriſtian Perfection. For if he 
ſuppoſe that his Holineſs, as it exiſts in Bim- 
ſelf, is immutable, if he vainly thinks that 
he doth all Things abſolutely well, not only ne- 
ceſſarily but freely, then doth he exalt himſelf 
above every Creature ; then doth he pretend 
to a Holineſs peculiar 70 God alone; to put 
himſelf in the Temple of Gop and preſumptu- 
ouſly ſhews himſelf that he is God. Tis ma- 
nifeſt, that ſuch a One is a Limb of Anti- 
chriſt, a Man of Sin, and at preſent, a Son of 
Perdition. But if he ſay, That he doth all Things 
abſolutely well, not freely, but only neceſfarily ; and 
thus in an abſolute Senſe, cannot fin z then *tis plain 

he 
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he is unacquainted with himſelf, or with the 
very Nature of Man ; then doth he take away 
the Poſſibility, not only of Sin, but of Virtue 
too; then is his Holineſs, and his Perfection, 
ſo far of being ſomething of an extraordinary 
Kind, that *tis only that of a Stock or a Stone: 
and in either of theſe Caſes, he ſhews that he 
is an utter Stranger to true _Chriſtian Perfec- 
tion: that Perfection which is only in and flows 


from Chriſt that Perfection which admits of 
the Chriſtian's continual Growth to all Eter- 
nity. But ſome, perhaps, will fay, „Doth 
not St. John ſay, He that committeth Sin is of 
the Devil. And again, He that is born of 
Gop, doth not commit Sin, for his Seed re- 
maineth in him, and he cannot fin, becauſe he 
is born of Gop? “ And to whom I anſwer 
If you here underſtand St. John in an abſolute 
Senſe ; do not you make him ſay far too much, 
and even render his whole Epiſtle Nonſenſe ? 
If you hereby ſuppoſe that *tis zmpeſſible for 
one that is born of Gop, to be overtaken in 
a Fault; if you would exclude all Sins of In- 
firmity, ' then *tis plain you put out of the 
Number of Chriſtians, not only thoſe of the 
preſent Age, but alſo the Apoſtles themſelves ; 
then 'tis plain, according to St. Paul, that St. 
Peter, when at Antioch, was not born of Gop, 
or was no Chriſtian, For did not he diflemble ? 
And was not that a Sin ? Otherwiſe, wherefore 
to be blamed ? Surely herein he was faulty ; 

| or 
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or Paul who withſtood him: and yet each, at 
that Time, not only had tafted of the good 
Word of Gop, and the Powers of the World 
to come, but alſo had experienced the New 
Birth, and received the Holy Ghoſt ; their 
Day of Pentecoſt was fully come, and they 
were ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe 
unto the Day of Redemption. Again, if we 
underſtand the Words in an abſolute Senſe, do 
not we make the Apoſtle to write Nonſenſe ? 
For if it was ab/olutely impoſſible for thoſe who 
are born of Gop to fin, ' ſurely no wiſe Man 
would have thus wrote unto ſuch, I write untq 
you, that ye ſin not; but if any Man fin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, IESUS 
CHRIsT the Righteous.” If no Poflibility ta 
fin, What need of ſuch a Caution? Or in 
caſe of Sin, to point them out to ſuch a Re- 
medy? ——— If then we underſtand the Words 
abſolutely : if we underſtand that the very poſ- 
ſibility of Sin, in thoſe that are born of Gop, 
is abſolutely taken away, then would the Chil- 
dren of Gop be very rare indeed; then we 
might ſay, not only few there be, but even 
none there be, in this Senſe, who prefer pure 
Faith and Piety to Gop. Such an Interpretation 
would turn Chriſtianity quite out of the World, 
and prove That the Apoſtles themſelves (par- 
ticularly St. Peter, one of the Chief) were not 
of Gor, but of the Devil. But then 
how is the Apoſtle to be underſtood ? “ I think 
none will deny that the Apoſtle writeth to Men, 

O and 
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and if ſo, he doubtleſs writeth after the manner 
of Men. Thus; We ſay a covetous Worldling 
cannot do a charitable Action; How can ſuch 
an evil, corrupt Tree, bring forth good or 
N Fruit? And yet ſometimes we ſee, 
even the moſt niggardly Miſer, through over- 
perſwaſion of thoſe about him, or from ſome 
other ſordid Motive, may be overtaken in that 
which appears to be an Act of Generoſity: but 
even then, as the Principle from which he 
did it, was not generous: ſo alſo, when he 
calmly reflects upon the Act itſelf, he wiſhes 
it were undone : he returns to his Saving with 
a double Diligence, and becomes leſs and leſs 
capable, even of an apparent A& of Charity. 
Thus alſo one that is born of Gop 
doth not commit Sin; for the divine Seed, the 
incorruptible Word, remaineth in him, and he 
cannot Sin,' becauſe he is born of Gop : that 
is, he is a Partaker of the divine Nature: and 
therefore Holineſs is not only his Duty, but 
his Mercy alſo ; he ſees it his Priviledge to 
eſcape the Corruptions that are in the World, 
through Luſt. He is not conformed unto this 
World: he loves his Gop, and therefore ſaith, 
My Delight is in thy Law. But yet, when 
he conſiders the infinite Purity of Gop, and 
the Extenſiveneſs of his Commandments, when 
he examines himſelf, and views eſſential, ſpot- 
leſs Holineſs, then he is conſtrained to cry out, 


in deep Humility, If I fay I have no Sin, I 
de- 
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deceive myſelf, and the Truth is not in me. 
Lon, what is finful Man? If thou be'ſt ex- 
treme to mark what is done amiſs, who may 
abide it? Who knoweth how oft he offendeth? 
In many Things, we offend all. O cleanſe thou 
me, O Lox bp, from my ſecret Faults; yea, 
forgive me my Virtues too, thoſe leſſer Faults. 
O Thanks be to Gop for ]Jzsus CHRIS our 
LorD: *tis by him that all that believe are 
juſtified from all Things. He waſhes our Tears 
of Contrition: ſprinkles even ſpiritual Prayers, 
and what Men call moſt pious Performances, 
with his all-cleanſing Blood. Yea, he bears 
the Iniquity of all our holy Things; otherwiſe 
can no Fleſh living be juſtified : we can only 
ſtand before him who is of purer Eyes than 
to behold Iniquity, in CarisT Jzsvs, by 
him and him only, doth the Father reconcile 
all Things to himſelf z yea, whether they - 
be Things in Earth, or Things in Heaven : 
and to us who believe, this is a wholſome Doc- 
trine, and full of Godly Comfort : yea, *tis a 
faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, 
that CHRIS TH JEsvs came into the World to 
ſave Sinners; That he is the Propitiation for 
our Sins, and not for ours only, but alſo for 
the Sins of the whole World. But when 
we conſider the Children of GoD, as walking 
in this World, and as appearing before Men, then 
doth their Light ſhine, Men ſee their good Works, 
with well doing, they put to filence the Igno- 
rance of fooliſh Men; many are conſtrained to 
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acknowledge, that Gop is with them of a Truth, 
and on their Behalf, glorify their Father which 
is in Heaven. Nevertheleſs, even here alſo, 
they have continual Reaſon to acknowledge, 
that they are not already abſolutely Perfect; 
they ſee, that in many things they can offend, 
and know that when they have done all that 


they ought to do, they are but unprofita- 


ble Servants. What Man living hath this Day, 
done all that by Gop's Grace and Power he 
might do to his Honour and Glory ? Who, in 
this Senſe, is perfect? Not even he that labours 
more abundantly than all; for the Grace of 
Gop in CarisT Jesvs, is infinite; but all 
Grace and Obedience in us, is finite: as ſoon 
then may finite, meaſure infinite, as we, in this 
Reſpe, perfectly obey. —— © But is it not 
written, that all Things are poflible to him 
that believeth ? Is it not then poſſible, in this 
Senſe, to obey perfectly? I anſwer, Yea, if 
thou canſt believe perfectly, then thou wilt, 
in this extenſive Senſe, obey perfectly; but to 
believe perfectly, is to believe infinitely; and 
to ſuppoſe a Creature, capable of ſuch a Faith, 
is juſt as abſurd, as to ſuppoſe that it is a Crea- 
ture and not a Creature; or that it is finite, 
and yet infinite. Again, Every true, ſpi- 
ritual Chriſtian, is alſo liable to the Poſſibility, 
but not Neceſſity, of ſa offending, of fo walk. 
ing after the Fleſh, as to give Occaſion to the 
Enemies of the Lo RD to rejoice and blaſ- 
pheme, and to thoſe that are ſpiritual, to grieve, 


with». 


withſtand, and meekly reprove them: but 
if any one, like Peter, be thus overtaken, it 
proceeded from a Want of Watchfulneſs, and 
not Intention; and when either with or with- 
out Means, he comes to the Knowledge there- 
of, and is brought to refle& thereon, it affords 
him Matter of deep Repentance and Humilia- 
tion, before the great Gop and our Saviour : 
and though he dares not fo infinitely aggravate 
his Guilt, as to deſpair of Mercy, or count the 
Blood of the everlaſting Covenant inſufficient z 
yet he is deeply ſorrowful, and covered with 
great Sorrow, Shame and Confuſion of Face: 
and though unto him, there is a Fountain 
open for all Manner of Sin and Uncleanneſs 
though our bleſſed Redeemer is ready to heal 
all his Backſlidings, and to love and for- 
give him freely; yet he doth not eaſily for- 
give himſelf: he is more watchful for the fu- 
ture, and becomes leſs and leſs capable of thus 
offending. 

Hence learn in what Senſe thoſe that are 
born of Gop can, and in what Senſe they 
cannot commit Sin. Hence ſee the Reaſon of 
St. Pauls Exhortation to ſuch. Watch in ell 
Things; quit yourſelyes like Men; be ſtrong, 
Grieve not the Holy Spirit of Gop, where 
by ye are ſealed to the Day of Redemption. 
And alſo of St. Jobn's Conſolation: If any Man 
ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
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Jz$vs CHRIST the Righteous z he is the Pro- 
piation for our Sins. 

Fifthly, As no Man living is arrived at 
ſuch a Perfection, as implies Infallibility, or Im- 
peccability; ſo neither is any Chriſtian here 
below exempt from Temptation: no; nor Hea- 
vineſs, Grief, Sorrow, or even Agony, of Soul, 
which flows therefrom. Jzsvs in all Things 
was tempted like unto us (Sin excepted) : he 
hath fuffered, leaving us an Example that we 
in the Regeneration, ſhould follow his Steps; 
as he is, fo, in our Meaſure, are we in this 
World: and all that was done and ſuffered in 
our Head, in the Days of his Fleſh, ſhall, in 
ſome ſort and Degree, be accompliſhed in every 
ſpiritual Member. If then thou art baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt : if he from Heaven 
hath deſcended upon thee, and thou be filled 
with Joy unſpeakable, and full of- Glory, think 
it not ſtrange if thou be alſo, for a Seaſon, 
led into the ſpiritual Wilderneſs to be tempted 
of the Devil; if thou wilt be with him on 
Tabor's Mount, be content to follow him to 
Gethſemane and Calvary : if thou wilt ſuffer 
with him, thou ſhalt alſo reign with him in 
Glory. Take Courage then, ye Soldiers 
of Jesus, and Fighters with Apollyon. What 
though at preſent ye be in Heavineſs, through 
manifold Temptations, *tis only for a Seaſon, 
and becauſe for the T7121! of your Faith, there 
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is Need thereof. Oh! bleſſed are ye who en- 
dure Temptation; not ſenſibly ſo; but in this 
that when ye are tried, ye ſhall come forth as 
Gold that is ſeven Times purified in the Fire. 
Yea, and much more precious, and be found 
unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory at the 
Appearing of Jzsus CHRIST. Count it then 
my Brethren and, Companions in. Tribulation, 
all Joy, when ye ſhall fall into divers Tempta- 
tions; for this Tribulation, and Trying of your 
Faith worketh Patience, Experience and Hope, 
which maketh not aſhamed ; for the Love of 
God ſhall be ſhed abroad more abundantly in 
your Heart, and ye ſhall rejoice the more ex- 
ceedingly : yea, theſe light Afflictions, (com- 
pared with Hell) and which are but for a 
Moment, (compared with Eternal Torments) 
ſhall work out for you, a far more eternal, 
and exceeding Weight of Glory. —— *Tis. 
True, no Affliction for the preſent, ſeemeth 
joyous, but grievous: yet afterwards it yield- 
eth- the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, to 
them that are exerciſed thereby, Wherefare 
lift up the Hands that hang down, and con- 
firm the feeble Knees. Oh ! ftabliſh your 
Hearts, and be patient, after ye have done the 
Will of Gop, ye have need of Patience, even 
unto the Coming of the Lok D, which draw- 
eth nigh. Let Patience then have her perfect 
Work, that ye may be perfect and intire, 

lack- 
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lacking nothing: ſo when ye are tried, ye ſhall 
receive the Crown of Life, which the Lon 


hath promiſed to them that love him. 
What though your Souls be exceeding forrow- 
ful, and the Language thereof is, Why art 
thou caſt down, Oh my Soul, and why art 
thou diſquieted within me? Yet hope ye ſtill 
in the LoxD your Gop. Sorrow may en- 
dure for a Night, but Joy cometh in the 
Morning. What though it now be an Hour, 
and the Power of Darkneſs > What tho? thou 
haſt even Outwardly and Inwardly Tribulation 
and Poverty, and the Devil, for a Time, may 
be permitted to caſt thee into Priſon, that 
thou may*ſt be tryed ? Yet ſtill know that thou 


art rich in CHRIST JEsvs: fear none of thoſe 


Things which thou ſhalt ſuffer 3 be thou faith- 
ful unto Death : yea, hold faſt thy Confidence, 
which hath great Recompence of Reward. 
God is faithful: yea, great is his Faithfulneſs : 
He will not ſuffer thee to be tempted above 
that thou art able to bear: he knoweth how 
to deliver thee out of all Temptations : yea, 
and he will, with the Temptation, alſo make 
a way to eſcape, that thou may*ſt be able to 
bear it, Yea, I beſeech you, my dearly beloved 
Brethren and Companions in the Kingdom and 


Patience of our LoR D JESUS CHRIST. Think it 


not ſtrange (TH i yjy up ei ov pog rep ph0v Vhty 
rob n. 1 Pet. iv. 12.) concerning the INWARD 


ery 
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Fery Trial, which is to try you, as though ſome 
ſtrange Thing happened unto you, but rejoice 
inaſmuch as ye are Partakers of the deepeſt and 
moſt ſenſible ſufferings of CHRIST; ſo when 
his Glory ſhall be revealed, ye alſo ſhall be 
glad with exceeding Joy, And if at the fame 
Time ye be reproached by Friends or Ene- 
mies; if ye be accounted even mad, or poſ- 
ſeſſed with a Devil; nay, though even you 
ſhould to yourſelf appear as juſt driven to 
your Wits-end, by the Blaſphemies and fiery 
Darts of Satan; yet ſtill ſtabliſh your Hearts 
and be patient: now take above all the Shield 
of Faith, herewith you ſhall be able to quench all 
his fiery Darts, and be more than Conquerors ; 
now know ye, that ye as really ſuffer for the 
Name of Chriſt, as though ye ſuffered Martyr- 
dom : your ſtrong Prayers and Agonies ſhall 
be heard, happy are ye : the Spirit of Gop 
and the Spirit of Glory ſhall reſt upon you: 
ye ſhall overcome by the Blood of the Lamb 
and by the Word of your Teſtimony, and then 
ſhall follow as great a Triumph as that of 
bleſſed Bainbam, who when his Arms and Legs 
were half conſum'd, in a Smithfield Fire, cried 
out, O ye Papifts, behold you look for Mi- 
* racles! here you may ſee a Miracle! for in 
„ this Fire, I feel no more Pain, than if I 
* were in a Bed of Down or Roſes.” 


Know 
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Know, and underſtand then, my Brethren, 
that no Temptation hath taken you, but that 
which is common to Men z but particularly take 
ye, my Brethren, the Prophets, who have ſpo- 
ken in the Name of the LorD, for Examples 
of ſuffering Affſictions and Patience, and yet 
hitherto we have been delivered and comforted 
of Gop in all our Tribulation, that we might 
be able to comfort them which are in any 
Trouble, by the Comfort wherewith we our- 
ſelves are comforted of God ; for as the Suffer- 
ferings of Cug1sT abound in us, fo alſo our 
Conſolation aboundeth, both to ourſelves and 
others, in and by CnzisT Jzsus. —— But 
that this Doctrine of the inward Croſs, may 
be more clearly evinced, I ſhall, notwithſtand- 
ing my intended Brevity, not only ſet down my 
own Judgment, and that of the Apoſtles, but 
bring a few Teſtimonies from Chriſtians of dif- 
ferent Times, Sects and Countries, and then 
bind them down by ſome Examples, that in the 
Mouth of two or three Witneſſes, this im-- 
portant Truth may be eftabliſhed, and the in- 
ward Sufferers with ]zsus the more ſtrongly com- 
forted. 5 


XIV. And firſt, hear ye poor diſtreſſed 
Souls the Teſtimony of a Papiſt. For know 
ye, that where Satan hath his Seat, our bleſſed Re- 
deemer maugre Hell, hath had, and can have 

his 
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his Saints, Martyrs, Confeflors : Oh, hear then 
what pious Kempis faith, © It is not hard to 
deſpiſe human Comfort, when we have divine, 
but it is much to be able to want both human 
and divine Comfort; and for the Glory of 
God, be willing to endure Deſolation of Heart. 
—— When therefore ſpiritual Comfort is given 
thee from Gop, receive it thankfully : but 
know that it is the Gift of Gop, not thy De- 
ſert. Be not puffed up, neither do thou pre- 
ſume vainly: but be rather the more humble 
for that Gift, and more wary in all thy Ac- 
tions: for that Hour will paſs away, and 
Temptation will ſucceed. At ſuch a Time 
there is no better Remedy than Patience, and 
renouncing my own according to the Will of 
Gop. Knowing that Temptation going before, 
is wont to be a Sign of enſuing Comfort.” 
Chriſtian Pattern, Lib. 2. Cap. 9. 


Next hear ye the Teſtimony of Martin Luther, 


that glorious Champion of the Loxp of Hoſts 
and brazen fenced Wall againſt Popiſh Error 
and Superſtition. © This is the true Crying 
and Groaning of Gop's Spirit indeed, when a 
Man in Temptation, calleth upon God : not 


as a Tyrant, not as an angry Judge, not as 


a Tormentor, but as a Father ; although his 
Groaning be ſo ſoft and fo ſecret, that it can 
ſcarcely be perceived. For in ſerious Tempta- 


tions, and in the Time of Tryal, where the 
Con- 


Q 
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Conſcience ' wreſtleth with the Judgment of 
Gop: it is wont to call Gop not a Father, 
but an unjuſt, an angry, a cruel Tyrant and 
Judge. And this Crying, which Satan ftirreth 
up in the Heart, far paſſeth the Cry of the 
Spirit, and is ſtrongly felt: for then it ſeem- 
eth that Gop hath forſaken us, and will throw 
us down into Hell. So the Faithful in the 
Pſalms oftentimes complain, I am caſt from 
the Preſence of God; alſo, I am become as a 
broken Veſſel, &c. This is not indeed the 
Groaning that crieth, Abba, Father ; but the 
Roaring of Gop's Wrath, which crieth ſtrong- | 
ly, Oh, cruel Judge, Oh cruel Tormentor, Sc. 
Here it is now Time that thou turn away 
thine Eyes from- the Law, from Works, and 
from the Senſe and Feeling of thine own Con- 
ſcience, - and lay hold by Faith of the Promiſe, 
that is to ſay of the Word of Grace and Life, 
which again raiſeth up the Conſcience, ſo that 
now it beginneth to groan and ſay, Although 
the Law accuſe me, Sin and Death terrify me, 
never ſo much, yet, Oh my God, thou promiſeſt 
Grace, Righteouſneſs and Everlaſting , Life, 
through Jesvs Cnyr1sT ; and ſo the Promiſe 
bringeth a Sighing, and a Groaning, which 
crieth, Abba, Father,” Comment upon the Gala- 
tians, on the Words crying Abba, Father. Fo- 
4 194. 
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But as the fame divine Hero, and Scourge 
of Antichriſt, obſerves. O how hard and bit-/ 
ter is this to Senſe and Reaſon, that ſne muſt 
ſtrip herſelf naked, and forſake all that ſhe. 
feeleth and conceiveth, and . muſt only depend 
upon the bare Word; eſpecially ſhe conceiving 
and feeling quite the contrary ?' The Loxp of 
his Mercy help us with ſuch a Faith in our 
Neceſſities, and at our laſt End, when we ſtrive 
with Death.“ Divine Diſcourſes, page 22. 

And notwithſtanding Calvin and he were diſ- 
agreed in ſome Things; yet they, bleſſed be 
Gop, could agree in the main Point, viz. In 
comforting Gop's People, and oppoſing the 
Kingdom of Hell and Antichriſt. 'Hear then 
alſo, ye poor diſtreſſed Souls, what the learned 
Calvin ſaith. It behoveth us to know that 
outward Troubles are nothing, in compariſon 
of the Anguiſh that they endure, which are 
preſſed with Gop's Judgment, when he ſhew- 
eth Boiſterous towards them, and giveth them 
ſome Token of his Wrath and Vengeance : by 
Reaſon whereof, ye ſhall ſee them fo aſtoniſhed, 
as there is no Comfort that can chear them 
up, unleſs Gop work with an extraordinary 
Operation, in that Behalf ; for if we conceive 
a Miſtruſt once ſhutting up the Gate, and that 
we imagine Gop to be our Enemy, and that 
he perſecuteth us, ſo as it is but loſt Time, 
and a vain Thing, to call upon him: it ſeems 
to be as much as if we were. already in the 


Bot- 
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Bottomleſs Gulph of Hell. And to this Point 
was Job come in Part, but not altogether ; 
howbeit he had an Experience of Hell. — 


o 


And if Gop ſpare us, and uſe hot fo rigorous: - 
a Trial towards us, it is of his own infinite 
Gocdneſs, and becauſe he knoweth our Weakneſs : 


Nevertheleſs, in the mean while, let every Man 


prepare himſelf a- fore-hand, that he may be 
able to withſtand ſuch Temptation, whenſoever 
he ſhall come unto it. And tho' we be toſſed, 
as it were, with Waves, let us not loſe our 
Courage in the midſt of ſuch Tempeſts; ſee- 
ing that Gop hath ſuſtained his Servant Job - 

yea, and plucked him back again, when he 
ſeemed to have been utterly drowned; and, as 
it were, ſwallowed up in the Bottomleſs Pit. 
As often then as Gop ſcourgeth us, 
let us determine to pray unto him, that he may 
turn our Heart and Mind to our Lord IESUs 
CHRIST, ſo as we may in him have the Reft 
whereof he ſpeaketh.“ Serm. xxvii. Fol. 126. 
on Job. | | 
And now hear alſo the pious and divine 
Arndt, who in his plain, practical Account of 
true Chriſtianity, reckons theſe ſpiritual AMic- 
tions and Tryals among the fingular Gifts and 
Favours of Gop; and, though in the Words 
of another Author, thus ſpeaketh concerning 
them. Upon the firſt Approach of theſe 
Temptations, God deprives a Man of all that 
he has given him, forcing him to deſcend into 
him- 
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himſelf, and ſee his own Poverty and Weak- 
nefs 3 and alſo trying him how he will be- 


have himſelf in this naked and deſolate State: 


and this is done when a Man is perfectly for- 
faken ; ſo that he knows nothing of Gon, his 


Grate, his Comforts, or the Gifts which once 


he beſtowed upon him; but has now taken 


away and hid them from his Eyes, ſo that he 


knows not whither to fly, or which Way to 
turn himſelf. When a Man is once brought 
into this State of derelition, there is nothing 
better for him than chearfully and willingly to 
ſubmit himfelf to the Will, and Order, and 
Decree of Gop. It was indeed a great Thing 
in the holy Martyrs of old to lay down their 
Lives for Gop; but then they were ſo abund- 
antly ſtrengthned by the Comforts of his Ho- 


ly Spirit, that the moſt exquiſite Torments were 


to them. but trifling and contemptible, and 
Death itſelf had loft its Terrors. But to have 
Gop to hide his Face, and deprive us of his 
Grace and Comfort, is a Martyrdom much greater 
than theirs. And this is when all the Sins, 
all the Infirmities and Temptations, which a 


Man long ago hath conquered, aſſault him a- 


freſh, with greater Rage and Violence, than 


when he was the Servant of Sin. In this Caſe, 


the beſt Way is to ſuffer with Patience, and 
to reſign one's Self intirely to the All-Wiſe 
Providence of Gop.” Lib. 2. Chap. 7. 


And 
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And again he faith, in his own Words, * As 
Salt preſerves Fleſh from Putrefaction; fo do 
Afflictions and Temptations keep the Soul from 
Sin and Miſery, And the deeper a Man finks 
into Humility, by the Croſs, the deeper does 
he penetrate into the Heart of God, which is 
always open to receive and emhrace the mor- 
tified and humble Soul. This is the great 
End propoſed by Gop in all his various Me- 
thods of humbling us, that being ſenſible of 
our Corruptions, we may die to ourſelves, and. 
live intirely to him. The Saints of old, 
when under heavy Tribulations, could no o- 
therways poſſeſs their Souls with Patience, than 
by a total Abandon, and Denial of themſelves; 
being ready to ſubmit to every Croſs which 
Gop ſhould lay upon them, even though it 
ſhould laſt their whole Life long. By this Hu- 
mility, Obedience and Self-denial, they were at 
laſt delivered. For he having anſwered the 
End defigned by Gop, in ſending Croſſes up- 
on them, he was pleaſed immediately to releaſe 
them.” Tib. 3. Chap. 5. 

And next hear ye the Teſtimony of another 
German, in whoſe Writings, by Reaſon of the 
Depths of his Matter, and peculiarity of his 
Stile, are many Things hard to be underſtood : 
and which ſome, who are unqualified, reading, 
either have been conſcious they underſtood him 
not, and therefore have at once condemned all 

his 
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his Writings as Enthukaſtic Nonſenſe : or on 
the other Hand, ſuppoſing they underſtood him; 
where they did not, have undertaken to inter- 
pret him, and thereby have made ſome to ſup- 
poſe him guilty of Errors, he never wrote or 
thought of. But if we muſt condemn him for 
this, we may alſo condemn the Apoſtles and 
Prophets. Who underſtandeth all they have 
wrote ? Which of their Writings have not by 
ſome been miſ-underſtood and wreſted ? 
Hear then ye poor diſtreſſed, tempted Souls; 
the Teſtimony of that Divine, but Myſte- 
rious Writer, Jacob Bebme. Whom (faith 
he) doth the Devil affault with Deſpair, but 
even the Children of Gop, that they might 
not be manifeſted : and Gop often hideth him- 
ſelf, that they might cry aloud anxiouſly unto 
him; for ſo the noble Pearl-Tree groweth.“ 
Is not this, my Brethren, both true and 
comfortable; and, however myſtical the Ex- 
preſſion, Pear!-Tree, may appear to ſome, we 
know what he thereby meaneth. Hear alſo 
his Reſolution and Practice, when in ſuch a 
diſtreſſed State. But, (faith he) if the De- 
vil, all Men, yea, and my Heart alſo, ſay, 
thou art damned, yet I will not believe it 
but demerſe or plunge myſelf into CHRIST's 
Sufferings and Death: and let the Death of 
ChRIST make of me what it will; if I muſt 
be in Death, then will I be in his Death, 
and no other : but ſeeing his Death 1s become 


an Eternal Life; therefore I ſhall well re- 
| | P | main 
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main in Sx 5 ad if Body and Soul thai 
break in Pieces, yet I will not depart from 
him. „ Apol. 2. to Tylcken, page 22, 
Let them who accuſe this Author of hold- 
ing Juſtification before Gop by our own in- 
Ja Righteouſneſs, read this, and then if they 
can deny, that this is the Language of true 
victorious Chriſtian Faith, let them tell me 
what is ? ——Yea, let them tell, if they can 
tell, which is the ſtrongeſt and moſt perfect 
Faith; that which can truſt the Loxp in An- 
guiſh, Agony and Darkneſs, or that which can 
only believe in Light, Joy and Happineſs ? 
Which is the ſtrongeſt and moſt perfect Hope 
that which hopes only in a Time of Proſperity, 
or that which even, againſt Hope, can ſtick faſt 
to the Word. of Promiſe ? Which is the moſt 
diſintereſted Love; that which flows from a 
Heart all flaming with the Love of Gop, and 
ſenſibly happy; or that which can cry out when 
Men and Devils tell him that he is no Child 
of Gop : ' Father, if it be poſſible, let this bit- 
ter Cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not my 
Will, but thine be done ? 
But we have not wanted in our own Church 
and Nation, Men who have been as burning 
and ſhining Lights; and who have wrote as 
true Comforters of Gop's People. Hear then ye 
poor, afflicted, toſſed, tempted ones, one out 
of many : yea, hear ye the pious and learned 


Bolton, who not only was a Son of Thunder, 
| but 


% 


„„ 
but a true Son of Conſolation alſo. To 
believe (faith he) when the Face of Gob doth 
ſhine upon thee with ſenſible Refreſhing, and 
when thou enjoyeſt plentiful and pregnant 
Proofs of his Favour, is no great Matter, no 
ſuch Maſtery. But then to believe, when all 
Senſe of Gop's Love is gone, and the Light 
of his Countenance hid from thee z when all 
go quite croſs and contrary in the Apprehen= 
fion of carnal Reaſon : then is the higheſt 
Praiſe, this is the Perfection of Faith.“ But 
for the Encouragement in the Fight, hear 
what he alſo ſaitbh. Thou beholdeſt a Fa- 
ther ſometimes holding a little Child in his 
Arms : now, whether doſt thou think, is the 
Child ſafe by its own, or by the Father's. 
Hold? It claſps about the Father with its 
little, weak Hands, as well as it can 3 but 
the Strength of its Safety is in the Father's 
Arm. Nay, and the Father holds the faſter, 


when at any time he perceives the Child to 
have left its - Hold. Thou art tied, as it were, 


unto CyrIsT with a double Bond: firſt of 
the Spirit, and ſecondly of Faith. Thou lay- 
eſt hold on CRRIST by Faith, and he holds 
thee by his Spirit. Now thy infant Faith, or 
after ſome good Standing in Chriſtianity, weak- 
ened and ſorely wounded in its preſent Feeling, 
hath loſt its Hold-faſt: and therefore thou 
thinkeſt all is gone; and walkeſt dejectedly 

„ and 
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and uncomfortably, as though not any Pro- 

miſe in Gop's Book, or Drop of CHRIST's 

Blood were thine. But aſſure thyſelf, being 

found at the Heart Root, thy Heavenly Father 

in this Caſe, holds thee ſo faſt by his Spirit, 
that no Man or Devil, not all the Powers of 

Darkneſs, or Gates of Hell, can poſſibly pluck 

thee out of his Hand.” Thus far Mr. Bolton in 

his Inſtructions for a right comforting, afflicted 

Conſciences. Page 363 and 364. 

But now hear ye poor, diſtreſſed Souls, 
not only the Judgment of ſome particular Cler- 
gyman, but hear ye alſo the Compilers of 

our Homilies, and all thoſe who have ſub- 

ſcribed, not merely with their Hands, but 

Hearts alſo : our Thirty-fifth Article. Good 

Men ſometimes feel in themſelves the heavy 

Burden of Sin, ſee Damnation to be the Re- 

ward of it, and behold, with the Eye of their 

Mind, the Horror of Hell; they tremble, they 
guake ; and are inwardly touched with Sorrow- 

fulneſs of Heart for their Offences, and can- 

not but accuſe themſelves, and open this their 

Grief unto Almighty Gop, and call upon him 

for Mercy. This being done ſeriouſly, their 

Mind is ſo occupied, partly with Sorrow and 

Heavineſs, partly with an earneſt Deſire to 

be delivered from this Danger of Hell and 

Damnation, that all Deſire of Meat and Drink 

1s laid apart, and Loathſomeneſs of all world- 


ly 
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ly Things and Pleaſures cometh in Place 
ſo that then nothing liketh them more, than 
to weep, to lament, to mourn, and both with 


Words and Behaviour of Body, to ſhew them- 


ſelves weary of this Life. And ſhe then il- 
luſtrates this your diſtreſſed Caſe with various 
Examples. Hom, on Faſting. Part 1ſt. 
But, perhaps, poor Soul, through the un- 
happy Prejudice of a former Education, or 
the Bigotry of ſome who are now about thee, 
thou mayſt be one who ſuppoſeſt, that no Good 
can poſſibly come from Prelacy, but that Popiſh 
Deceit and Error only muſt neceſſarily pro- 
ceed from all who wear Lawn Sleeves,. or 
even a Gown and Caſſock; and therefore from 
this Quarter canſt receive no Conſolation or 
Inſtruction. 1 OTE. 
Hear then the Teſtimony of one, who was 
neither Papiſt nor Epiſcopalian, and who is 
not recommended by human Greatneſs, Art 
or Learning: but yet is a Writer generally 
received by all true Travellers to the Celeſtial 
City: I mean honeſt John Bunyan, who was, 
no daubt, in his Day, a true Pilgrim, and 
however he might think, with Regard to 
Baptiſm, and ſome circumſtantial Matters, I 
make no Scruple to declare, That I believe 
he was really baptized with the Baptiſm of 
Fire and the Holy Ghoſt. He faith that 
Chriſtian, (who is, as it were, the Hero = 
8 
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his Allegory) muſt needs go through the Val» 
ley of the Shadow of Death ; becauſe the 
Way to the Ccoleſtial City whe through the 
midft of it. Now this Valley (faith he) is 
a very ſolitary Place. The Prophet Jeremiah 
thus deſcribes it: A Wilderneſs, a Land of 
Deſart, and of Pits: A Land of. Drought, 
and of the Shadow of Death; A Land that 
no Man (but 4 Chriſtian) paſſeth through, 
and where no Man dwelt, —In this Valley, 
Chriſtian was forced to put up his Sword, 
and betake himſelf to another Weapon, call'd 
All Prayer, and he cried, O Lord, T beſeech 
thee, deliver my Soul. Sometimes he 'had 
Þalf a Thought to go back: then again he 
thought he might be Hali-way through the 
Valley: he remembred alſo how he had al- 
ready vanquiſhed many à Danger, and that 
the Danger of going back might be much 
more than to go forward; fo he reſolved to 
go on: yet Fiendt feem'd to come nearer and 
nearer 3 him: but when they were come 
even almoſt at him, he cried: cut with a moſt 
vehement Voice, Jill walk in the' Strength 
of the LORD GOD. So they gave back 
and came no- farther.——— But one thing 
| (faith he) I would not ler flip: I took No- 
tice that now poor "Chriſtian was ſo con- 
founded, that he did not know his own Voice: 
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_ and. thug I pergeived it; juſt when he was 
come, over-againſt the Mouth of the burning 
Pit, one of the wicked ones got behind him, 
and ſtept up ſoftly to him, 1 — whiſpering, 
ſuggeſted many grievous Blaſphemies to him, 
wich he verily thought had procceded from 
his own Mind. This put Chriſtian more. to 


it, than any thing that he had met with he-. 


fore, even 10 think, that he ſhould now bla 

pheme him that he loved fo. much before: 

yet if he could. have helped it, he would 

nat have dane it: but he had not the Diſcre- 

tion, either to ſtop his Ears, or to know from 
whence thoſe Blaſphemies came. 

But our Author informs us, chat when 
Chriſtian had travelled in this diſconſolate 
Condition ſome conſiderable Time, he thou ht 
he heard the Voice of a Man, as going 
fore him, faying, Though I walk through the 


Valley of the. Shadew f Death, I will fear 


zo. Evil, for thou art with me . 
was he glad, and that for theſe Reaſons. 
Firſt, becauſe he gathered from thence; 
that ſome, who feared Gop, were in this Val- 
ley, as well as himſelf. "oo 

Secondly, F or that he perceived Gp was 
with them, though in that dark and; diſmal 
State; 3, and, why not, thought he, with me ? 
Though by Reaſon of the Impediment | that 
attends; this Place, I cannot perceive it. 


Third- 


vx 


Tm; £0 
© Thirdly, For that he hoped {could he over- 
take them) to have Company by and 1 

But I muſt not forget to acquaint you, 
that by and by, the Day broke. Then faid 

Chriſtian, He hath turned the Shadow of Death 

into the Morning. And now he looked back, 
not out of Deſire to return, but to {te by 

the Light of the Day, what Hazards he had 
gone. through * in the Dark : according to 
that which. is written, He d iſcovereth: deep things 
eut of Darkneſs, and, bringeth out 10 Light 


the "Shadow. of Death, Pilgrim's 1 Progreſs. 
n 


And now methinks 1 hear ſome Poor, be⸗ 
nighted Pilgrim fay, Oh! that it, were but 
alſo Day with me But Lam almoſt afraid it 
never will.“ Fear not, poor diſtreſſed Soul, 
For, 

Firſt, It is s abſolutely certain that gur r Cob 
will not leave thy Soul i in this diſtreſſed State, 
neither ſhall the Devil gain Advantage” over 
thee, except thou wilt. 

Secondly, I am ſtedfaſtly peine thou 
wilt not, for Ixsbs CHRisT, our faithful 
High-Prieſt, hath prayed, and doth pray, 
that in tis Time of fifting] thy Faith fail 
not: : he upholds thee by his Oninipotence, 

and none ſhall be able to pluck thee out of 
his Hand: he will. work in thee to will and 
to do of his own good Pleaſure : " and' there- 


fore 


— 
fore even in the Fire and Water, thou ſhalt 
ſtand, and finally come into a wealthy Place. 
Truſt then in the Loxp for ever; for in 
the Lon D JrHovan,' there is Everlaſting 
Strength. Ask of the Times that are paſt : 
did ever any truſt in him, and were con- 
founded? Many and ftrong *tis true have the 
Troubles of the Righteous been, but out of 
them all did the Los p deliver tlem. 

Hear then ye poor afflicted ones, for your 
Comfort, how David, a Man after Gop's own 
Heart, cries out. My Bones waxed old, 
through my Roaring all the Day long: for 
Day and Night thy Hand was heavy upon 
me: my Moiſture is 5 into the 3 
of Summer. Eſ. 32.“ 

And Job, a perfect and an -upelight Man; 

one that feared Gop and eſchewed Evil. 
<«. Wherefore hideſt thou thy F ace, "and 
holdeſt me for thine Enemy? Wilt thou break 
a Leaf driven to and fro? And wilt thou 
purſue the dry Stubble ? For thou writeſt 
bitter Things againſt me, and makeſt me to 


poſſeſs the Iniquities of my Youth. - Fob; xiii, 
24. The Arrows of 'the Almighty are with- 


in me; the Poiſon thereof dri my Spi- 
: the Terrors of Gop do ſet themſelves 

in Enn againſt me.” Jab. vi. 4. 4 
And Hezetiab, who walked before Gov in 
Truth, and with a perfect Heart. I reckon 


till 
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till Morning chat as a Lion, ſo will he breaks 
all. my Fones: from Day, even to Night, 
wilt thou make an End of me. Like a Crane 
* Swallow, fo. did I chatter. I did mourn 
as a Doye: mine Eyes fail with looking Ab- 

mars. . O Loap I am oppre ed, e 
for me.” Jaigh-xxxvii. 13, . 

And. not only | theſe, but. all. who now. in- 
herik the Prowiſes, haye been Companions in 
the JkeTribulatiqn 5 as well as Faith and Pa- 
tienge⸗ Who hath not read or heard of the 
Prigls of. Abrahap : the Lamentations of Je- 

rewiah, and the Afflictions of all the Prophets? 
Who hath got heard of the Promiſe gur dear Re- 
deemer made to his tuo fav gur d Diſciples, John 
and James, the two Sons gf Zehedee.: ge Hall 
drink; of my Cub, and be baptized with my Bap- 
%! Hape e never heard of the Siftings and 
Fiery Trial of bleſſed Pater ; the inward 
Groanings. and Fears, the autgard Fightings, 
and: the immeaſurable Preſſure of that bleſſed 
Inſtrument and glorious Champion ↄf the Lo 
of Hoſts, St. Paw. In ſhort, unto. all our 
Lon p's favoured Diſciples, and. bleſſed Infiry- 
gmments in all Ages it hath,been given, not 
only to belief a his Name, but alſo tg 
fuffer for his Sag. Byt that ve may be en- 
compaſſed with a \Gloud gf Witaeſles,. and 
therefore. run your (Race with, Paticece;, Jook- 
ing: upto.) ESus, the Authgr, and Finiſher of 


os your 
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your Faith; r r to your 
Conſideration, a few Examples of Saints of 
later Times ; wit who, like their Maſter, 
thus inwardly ſuffered, not long beſore their 


XVI. Jabn Knox, who in his Day was a burn- 
ing and a ſhining Light in Scotland: the Night 
before his Death, he ſlept ſome Hours with 
great Unquietneſs, often ſighing and groaning 
and being ask' d why he mourn'd ſo. heavily ? 
He anſwer d, In my Life-time I have been aſ- 
ſaulted with Temptations from Satan, and he 
hath oft caft my Sins in my Teeth, to drive me 
to Deſpair; yet Gop gave me Strength to over- 
come all his Temptations: but now the ſub- 
til Serpent takes another Courſe, ſeeking to 
perſwade me, that all my Labours in the Mi- 
niſtry, and the Fidelity that I have ſhewed in 
that Service, hath merited Heaven and Immor- 
tality. But bleſſed be Gop, that brought to 
my Mind theſe Seriptures, What haſt thou, 
that thou baſt not received: and not 1, but the 
Grace of God in me © with which he is gone 
away afham*d, and ſhall no more return. And 
now I am fure, that my Battle is at an End: 
and that without Pain of Body, or Trouble of 
Spirit, I ſhall ſhortly change this mortal and 
miſerable Life, with that happy and immortal 


Life, which ſhall never have afl End. After 
which 
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which, one praying by his Bed, ask'd him, 
after he had done, If he beard. the Prayer? 
Na, faid he, and would to Cod, all preſent, 
bad beard it with ſuch an Ear and Heart as 
J. Adding, Lord Feſus receive my Spirit. 
With which Words, without any Motion of 
Hands or Feet, he fell aſleep. Aged 62. A. C. 
1572. The Earl of Murray, when his Corpſe was 
put into the Ground, ſaying ; Here lies the 
Bady of him, who in his Life-time, never feared 
the Face of any Man. He was, faith the Hiſ- 
torian, a Man, not leſs learned, than en- 
dued with Virtue : a conſtant Preacher of 
his Truth, and a valiant Defender of the 
ſame, throughout his whole Life. (ens 
Marrow, Pag. 343. 


© Mr. Thomas Peacock, Batchelor of Divinity, 


and Fellow of Brazen Noſe Colledge in Ox- 


ford; in his Llineſs was ſtrongly afflicted, and 
{trongly comforted 3 as may be collected from 
comparing together his deſpairing and com- 
ſortable Expreſſions at that Time uttered. 
In the Height of his dreadful Deſertion, he 
told thoſe about him, that He conversd with 
Hell- bound. That he bad no Grace, That 


the Lord bad curſed him -——— That it was a- 
gainſt the Courſe of God's Proceeding to ſave him. 
&c. But when that horrible Tempeſt of ſpi- 
ritual Terror was Ry diſperſt ; and the 


Light 


* 
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Light of God's comfortable Countenance be- 
gun to ſhine again upon his moſt heavy and 
afflicted Spirit, he diſavowed all inconfiderate. 
Speeches, as he called them, in his Temptation; 
and did humbly and heartily ask Mercy of Gop 
for them all; and did thus triumph. What! 
ſhould I extol the Magnificence of Gor, which 
is unſpeakable, and more than any Heart can 
conceive ? Nay, rather let us with humble Re- 


verence acknowledge his great Mercy. What 


great Cauſe have I to magnify the great Good- 
neſs of Gop, that hath humbled, nay, rather 


exalted ſuch a wretched Miſcreant, of ſo baſe 
Condition, to an Eſtate ſo glorious and ſtately ! 
The Lok hath honoured me with his Good- 
neſs : I am ſure he hath provided a glorious 


Kingdom for me : the Joy which I feel is 


incredible.” Bolton's Inſtructions, &c. Page 


231. 


One Mr. Charles Langford, in a Book pub- 
liſhed by him, called, Gods wonderful Mercy in 
the Mount of woful Extremity, A. C. 1672. 
tells us, © That for near forty Years he had 
been ſeverely buffeted by Satan in the uncom- 
fortable Wilderneſs of Temptation, who had 


left no Stone unturn'd to do him all the Miſ- 


chief that he could. I cannot ſay, (faith he) 
that in all theſe Years the Loxp left me to 
the Violence of ſpiritual Conflicts: yet I muſt 
needs ſay, my cleareſt Day all that Time was 
but dark; and however I ſeemed to others, in 


Point 


> 
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Point of Comfort outwardly, ſure I am, my 
poor Soul enjoyed not her Reſt. Tt was but 
a hard Shift that T made to hold up my Head, 
when I was at bet; but my worſt cannot be ex- 
preſs'd. Until (continues he) now at laſt, that 
God, for whom I waited in the Ways of his 


Judgments, and from whom were my Ex- 
pectations in the Uſe of appointed Means, 


came, and was found of me, when T looked 
not for him z delivered me from my ſtrong 
Enemy, ſet my Feet upon a Rock, and eſta- 
bliſhed my Goings.— I can ſay, by Experience, 
Now I know there is a GOD, and now 1 know 
there is a Devil. Such have been the Delu- 
fions, curſed Injections of blaſphemous Thoughts 
and dreadful Temptations wherewith he hath 
endeavoured to fill my Soul, till the Day the 
Lonp, by his great Power, delivered me out 
of his Hands ; that I have Cauſe to know him, 
and to make him known, as I am able, to the 
World. In ſhort, though he had been 


- tempted to murther his Wife. and made Pro- 


viſion for it, and ſhe knew it; yet ſhe ſtill 


performed the Duty of a faithful Yoke-Fellow 3 


and upon April 16, 1669, (a Day for. ever to 
be ſolemnized as glorious and honourable by 
me his poor Creature.) She going on in her 
conſtant Courſe of Prayer, after ſne had given 
the Loxp his holy and reverend Titles, uſing 


Moſesꝰs Argument, brake forth in theſe Words, 
-My-Father, my Father, What wilt thou do with 


my 


”— 
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% Huſband ? He hath been ſpeaking and 'a#- 
ing ftill in thy Cauſe : Oh! deſtroy him not 


for thine own Glory. Oh! what Diſhonout 


will come to thy great Name, if thou do it. 
Oh! rather do with me what thou wilt. Oh! 

rather do what thou wilt; but ſpare my Huſ- 
band, c. He that is pleaſed to ſtile him. 
ſelf a Gop hearing Prayer, and in moſt of his 
Works, delights to advance his own Power, by 
uſing ſmall and unlikely Means, after long tar- 
rying, and in a Time when I looked not for him, 
came now and owned his own Ordinance ; 
crowned the Cries, and Faith, and Patience of 
a poor Woman, with fuch Succeſs, that my 
Praiſe ſhall be continually of him: The Proud 
may ſcorn, but the Hamble Pall bear thereof and 
be glad. That roaring Lion, mine Adverſary, 
the Devil, that old Serpent, that red Dragan, 


That unclean Spirit, that Liar, that falſe Accuſer, 


Murtherer, Apollyon, Abaddon, even now, 
when he thought himſelf almoſt ſettled in the 
long- ſought Dominior, and that there was no 
caſting him out of my Soul, which he had a- 
buſed, making it his Dung-hill, whereon he laid 
all the Filth of helliſh Thoughts and Abomina- 


tions that he could; now was ſent to his own 
Place, by my dear Lord CarisrT ; . Who broke, 
the Doors of Braſs, and reſcued me from the 
Rape of helliſn Furies, Cc. as may be ſeen in 


the Book writ by his own Hand. P. 53; 54. Cc. 
Mr. Throgmorton, a pious and painful Preacher 


of Gop's Word: a little before he gave up his 


Soul 


W 
* 58 5 
rn 
* 
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Soul to CRT, asked Mr. Dod, I bat will you 
ſay of bim wwho is going out of the World, and can 
find no Comfort? To whom Mr. Ded anſwered : 
What will you ſay of our Saviour Chriſt, «who when 
be was going out of the World, found no Comfort; 
but cried out, My God, my God, why baſt thou for- 
ſaken me? This Speech refreſhed Mr. Throgmor- 
ton; and within a little Space after this, he went 
to his heavenly Inheritance. Clarxe's Lives. p. 172. 
Mr. Dad alſo himſelf (that celebrated Comforter 
of Go ps diſtreſſed People) a little before his Death, 
was ſtrongly tried with bitter and ſharp Pains of 
the Strangury: and alſo had great Wreſtlings and 
Temptations with Satan, but was victorious. To 
one watching with him he ſaid, That he had been 
wreſtling with Satan all Night, who accuſed him, 
that he Fad neither preached, or prayed, or per- 
formed any Duty as he ſhould have done, for 
Manner or for End; but (ſaid he) I bave anſwered 
bim from the Example of the Prodigal, and the 
Publican. One of his laſt Speeches was (with 
Eyes and Hands lift up to Heaven) 1 deſire to be 
diſſolved, and to be with Chfift : which Deſire was 
granted him, Anno 1645, Aged 96. Did. 

May we live the Life, and die the Death of 


the Righteous: yea, Lok p, let our laſt End be 
like theirs. Amen. 


FILINGS 
e — 8 T 6 

ERRATA. Page 7. line 27. Fad ndeaſtanding, read Un- 
derſtanding. p. 16 J. 2 for they, the. J. 10 for proeced, proceed 
J. 30 for probaly, probably. p. 26 J. 27 for Chil, Children. 5p. 
48 J. 26 for horrable, horrible, p. 67 J. 15 for connot, cannot. 
p. 76 J. 24 for concerning me to my Mother, to my Mother 
concerning me p. 104 J. 17 for ſelf-avenging, ſin-avenging. 
p. 20 for ever, never. p. 108 J. 30 for Lama, Lama, Eli, Eh, 
Lama. p. 112 J. 26 for Inſpiraton, Inſpiration. p. 154 /. 18 
For Aclamations, Acclamations. p. 162 J. 4 for plentous, plen- 


On, 194 J. 2 for Sius, Sins. p. 198 J. 16 for Poſeſſion, 
eſuon. 


